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Foreword: Telling the Truth as a Revolutionary Act
By Gabriela Luna

The geographical position, extraction of natural resources, exploitation of cheap labor
and possibility of building an inter-oceanic canal have been the axes of imperialist interest
ET #A1 OOAl ' i AOEAA8 4EEO EAO AAOEAA OEA OACET
why the desperate migrant caravan from the northern triangle of the isthmus is in fact the
offspring of U.S imperialism.

In Nicaragua, the electoral defeat of the Sandinista Front in 1990 brought about the
AEOI AT Ol ET ¢ 1T &£ OEA OI AEAI AAEEAOGAI AT OO 1T £ OEA
OOAT O&I Oi ACET T O ET OEA 1 AOET dtubeQas ArddulioftheEAh BT |
application of several neoliberal packages that implied the privatization of major sectors of
the economy and a broad reduction in public spending.

This caused a drastic decrease in the quality of life and a-@int reduction in the
Human Development Index, as well as job insecurity, unemployment, peasant exodus,
outsourcing and informalization of the economy and a dramatic increase in poverty, social
inequality and violence. The outlook up to 2007 was devastating because the ttestion
caused by the wars of liberation was compounded by this social catastrophe.

Since 2007, hope and life have been redefined with the return of the Sandinista Front to
government. The absolute number of undernourished people in the country has been
reduced by half, access to free education and health care has been guaranteed to rural
communities, maternal mortality has been reduced by 60% and infant mortality by 52%,
while access to electricity has been increased from 54% to 96% of the population.

Nicaragua is the safest country in Central America, and is in sixth place globally for
women's participation in public and civic spaces. Life in the countryside has recovered
dignity, thanks to a policy that prioritizes and values the family economy, making
possible to reduce food imports and become 100% sedufficient in beans, corn, eggs, milk,
fruits, onions, peppers, tomatoes and beef.

These social advances have not been free of contradictiensuch as alliances with the
private sector and the Catholi Church that lasted until April 2018, when these traditional
opponents of the Sandinista struggle began a violent coup attempt. Above all, the new
Sandinista model can be fairly accused of not finding a radical path towards the
construction of an alternaive model to capitalism and not forming new human beings and
a new society capable of overcoming the systemic crisis of capital.

The coup attempt took place in an international context where rightving extremism
and fascism have been consolidated in Latidmerica. In Brazil, former president Lula was
imprisoned to prevent him from running for president, while fascist president Jair
Bolsonaro has met openly with the CIA. Mike Pompeo, US Secretary of State, has blatantly
said that the objective of the US istdestabilize and change government in Venezuela, Cuba
AT A . EAAOACOAR AT O1 OOEAO AT 1T OEAAOAA AU s$i11TAIA
hemisphere.



The attempted coup was intended to eradicate not only the Sandinista Front from
political power in Nicaragua but also to tear Sandinismo from the heart and historical
memory of the people. The practices of desecrating and burning historical sites of the
Sandinista Front, of stripping, beating, torturing, kidnapping and publicly murdering
Sandinistas, or publity burning people, is not new in the history of Nicaragua or Central
America.

These practices stem from the Spanish conquest that publicly tortured indigenous
rebels. They were then applied by U.S. soldiers in military interventions, by the Somoza
dictatorOEEDh AT A xAOA b AdubgericyBandtiodk, apped duAng fdred A O
OEAT om UAAOO ET ' OAOGAI AT A AT A %l 3A1I OAAT O Ol
OEAOA Ai O1 OOEA0O8 4EA #)! 60 #11 00A AOiasAO ADPDI
during the 1980s.
The objective of these practices has always been to create terror in the population and
to incapacitate resistance. In 2018, randand-file Sandinistas were morally impacted by the
images of terrorist violence, such as when Francisco &uz Pineda, a hero of the guerrilla
struggle and son of legendary peasant leader Amada Pineda Montenegro, one of the
O71 1T AT T E-GCOVOA CAAU @11 T UA8O . AGET T AT ' OAOAR xA
Sandinista flag on his body on June ©62018. Nlcaraguaa panicked and sobbed in their
homes. In the street no one looked one another in the eyes, and confusion reigned. The
objective of psychological warfare is for panic to triumph.
4EA 1 DPI OEOET 1860 AAAOE OI AAAIT -éxAlud€ pooA OA 11T 001
people who were paid to create chaos and pain. They were politically supported by young
upper middle-class university students, who, from the comfort of their homes in gated
communities, misunderstood the reality of the roadblocks, and who consumed the
i AET OOOAAI 1T AAEA8O OAOOGEITT 1T &£ OEA AOEOEOS
These media outlets are dominated nationally by the oligarchy. kt&vned social media
companies provided platforms for a strategy that advated hundreds of young people
previously trained by the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) and
OEA . AOEIT T AT %l Al xi ATO &£ O $AI T AOCAAU . %nsq OI
media blitzkrieg used the advertising pages of FEzbook to spread lies, foment hatred and
encourage violence accusing the Sandinistas of the violence against Sandinistas.
Everything that smelled of Sandinista thinking was demonized, in an attempt to alter the
OAT T 111 OAT OGAd 1 E OEkuallqueAyAu@]AQOAl PDAT Pl Ah AODA

The first sector to break the psychological and horror siege was the moral reserve of
the Sandinista Front: its historic rankand-file membership. Elders began to reorganize, to
communicate, to clarify what was happening, to create studyircles explaining Gene
Sharp's script for regime change in the heat of the moment. Sandinista elders came to teach,
and to channel their organizational and moral strength.

In the face of systematic violence against Sandinista families, the only option wasal
organizing for the protection of families, neighborhoods, towns and cities. Barricades were
formed in the neighborhoods and public institutions to prevent arson attacks and
assassinations.



These defense barricades, set up over weeks in the citiesywns and neighborhoods of
Nicaragua, were made up of members of the Sandinista Front from various generations.
They included greatgrandparents who had participated in the formation of the FSLN and
fought against Somoza, grandparents who fought againstditounterrevolution in the
popnOh EAOEAOO AT A 11 OEAOO xEI & OCEO ET OEA
OAOT 1 OOET 160 O1 AEAT AAEEAOAT AT 6O6h A0 xAll AO
This conglomerate had a bit of everything: young people, old people, stragindors,
market vendors, the unemployed, retired people, public workers, housewives, exilitary
workers, but with one common denominator: theses barricades were made up of

z 0~ £ ~
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emerged from the heart of the neighborhoods who often were not part of any of the official
structures of the Sandinista Front.

The lack of sleep, the danger, the constant tension, the sharing of coffee and cigarettes,
created the precipitous conditiors for intergenerational dialogue. This was political
education in practice: young people learned what it means to be a Sandinista, the principles
and values of the 1970s Sandinistas, and the historical burden behind their actions. These
young people respeted and valued the bravery and knowledge of the old guard, while
elders respected the strengths of the young people and their understanding of the impact of
social media. Since the highways were shut down by rightwing roadblocks, Sandinistas
across the comtry organized themselves to distribute locally sourced food.

4EA AT EOAO Ei . EAAOACOA EAOA 111c¢c AAI EAOGAA
OEA 11 ECAOA Eld &rénsdpitsitOmbelelitds Gdve always misjudged the working
Al A OO &o dirdrdntiate Beiveen the insufficiencies of the Sandinista political and
social project, on one hand, and the grand lies used by US imperialism in Nicaragua, on the
other hand. They assumed that if denied their ability to live normally and safely,
Nicaraguans would demand a new government. The plan backfired, and the Sandinista
Front mobilized more people in the street from April to September of 2018 than in any
other period in its history.

During this period, Nicaraguans saw themselves in a new lighhd were forced to
reckon with the strengths and weaknesses of the political process, of living in a capitalist
country with a socialist government, under the shadow of the United States. Above all,
those three months of resistance clearly demonstrated thenmense courage of the people
of Nicaragua, especially those without land, without a car, the workers from the innaity

z A Xz
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and survival, dignity and strength. twaDEA DAT bl A6 0 xEOAT I OEAO AAZ
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This marvelous little book was put together in the months after Nicaraguan reality
exploded on April 18, 2018. Its authors and editors are mostly international solidarity
activists, journalists and researches who live in Nicaragua and were witnesses to the
violent attempt to force out the democratically elected Nicaraguan government. The
organization of the book is meant to allow Englistspeaking readers, educators, journalists
and truth-seekers to independetly study the events of 2018 from a number of different



angle human rights, media, economy, religion and geopolitics. This means that while
Live from Nicaragua is best read as an organic whole, each individual chapter can stand
alone and be used for edudanal purposes.

While the number of human victims of the ongoing regime change attempt in Nicaragua
is many fewer than the Contra War, in a sense the Big Lie is even larger than during the
1980s. Many people in the United States and Europe have believedshof the propaganda
poOO 106060 Au OEA AT Ob AOOAI POBO 1 AAEA | AAEET A8
show solidarity with Nicaraguans not the wealthy, selfexiled Nicaraguans who have been
interviewed on CNN and BBC, but ordinary, vulnerable Naicaguans who want to live and
work in peace. The solidarity workers of the 1980s were critically important in resisting
2AACAT 60 xAO AGCAET OO OEA 3AT AET EOOA 2A0I11 OO0ET "
progressive movements and governments, who will bthe resistance?

Live from Nicaragua is the kind of accessible, rigorously researched, politically
OA1 AGAT 6h AT A OEI AT U OAAAAO OEAO EO 1 AAAAA EI
CAT AOAOGEIT T 6 AT 1T £ EAOO OEAO EAOAhAVIMAGEag i PT OOAA
regions to Latin America in the last few years. As Western powers increasingly apply the
regime change script, it is up to people across the globe to rebuild solidarity movements
and learn the truth about how imperialist strategies attempt b destroy social fabrics and
weaponize confusion.

The US government has applied economic, financial and commercial sanctions against
Nicaragua through the infamous NICA Act, with the intention (just as in past experiences in
Chile, Cuba, Venezuelaand MDA COAQ O1I OiI AEA OEA AAT 111U OAO.
pOO EO8 - AAT xEEI Ah 531 )$ EAO DPOIT i EOQAiRg I ET T ETT
opposition to wage irregular conflict against the constitutional order. While the struggle for
Nicaraguan indep@&dence and sovereignty is far from over, the fact that the Nicaraguan
people resisted the colossus in 2018 should be a source of strength and hope for people
across the planet. If Nicaragua can, you can too.

8

Gabriela Luna is a Nicaraguan researcher withe Institute of Research and Training for
Territorial Development in Matagalpa, Nicaraguanfodet.edu.ni
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Introduction

By Chuck Kaufman, National CaCoordinator, Alliance for Global Justice

On April 18,2018. EAAOACOAB8 0O OAT UAAOO 1T £ PAAAA AT A ¢
shattered as rumors spread across the country, at a speed only social media allow, that
police were firing live ammunition at student protesters and that two students were dead.
That rumor turned out to be false as no one died on April 18, but before the truth could get
out, students and many ordinary Nicaraguans poured into the streets the following day to
protest and three people did die: a policeman, a Sandinista supporter, and a bystander.

By then, in what has in hindsight, and with available evidence, every appearance of a
ful-A1 7T xT AT A PI ATTAA OOI £#6 A1 Opo OAAI AA EOOAOAC
democratically-elected government of President Daniel Ortega was originally led by
studentstrained by USEOT AAA OAAT 1T AOAAU DOfundddédel 1T 6 BOIT COA
governmental organizations, the Sandinista Renovation Movement political party, the
Catholic Church hierarchy, and as time passed, Salvadoran gang members and international
drug cartels haw also led the coup. By April 19 it was already too late to counter the lies of
the previous day. The coup was underway and its leaders were in control of the narrative
both nationally and internationally with the full -throated assistance of the corporatenedia
and establishment human rights groups. That narrative was that Daniel Ortega is a dictator
and that he turned his brutal National Police loose to repress and massacre innocent,
peaceful student protesters who were upset about changes to the old aggirement
system. Never mind that social security is not normally a big concern of students or that in
39 years the National Police had never used lethal force against demonstrators, nor that
opposition deaths from April 20 onwards in most cases occurred en they were attacking
police or destroying government buildings).

Nicaraguans and internationalists were shocked and bewildered by the sudden spasm
of violence in the country and the single, seemingly authoritative story being told about
what was happenng, who was doing it, and why. But as time passed and the internal
contradictions became more obvious within this supposed spontaneous uprising of the
people to throw off the shackles of dictatorship, it became important that the international
solidarity movement mobilize to combat the disinformation, just as we did in the 1980s to
stop US efforts to overthrow the Sandinista government. Historic solidarity organizations
such as Nicaragua Network/Alliance for Global Justice (US) and the Nicaragua Solidarity
Campaign (UK) joined with longtime solidarity activists and anti-imperialist political
analysts in both countries and with Nicaraguébased analysts such as Tortillaconsal.com
and North American and European activists living in Nicaragua, to promote a caen
narrative that conformed better to the factson-the-ground and actual lived history than the
regime change narrative.

1O "OEAT 7EI1O0IT ATA .EI O -A#O1T A OAITET A OO
O4EAU xT O1T A T1T0 1 AO 1 Oddup 4l riovspriay fulk-growd mithe 6 OE A
head of Zeus. It is part and parcel of a nearly 40 year campaign by the US government to
maintain control over this Central American country where the US has intervened time and
again for over 150 years. Even the mosursory examination of the events of 2018 cannot
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help but impress the observer with their similarity to past US practices in Nicaragua, to its
current regime change efforts in Venezuela, and to the false flag and fake videos of
AGAOUI T A6 O iEd hé \OHEeOHeIm@sRoOIYriaO

The coup was eventually defeated in miduly with the removal of hundreds of
roadblocks that had paralyzed the country causing billions of dollars in economic damage
and lost jobs, and which had provided bases for extortig kidnapping, murder, arson and
rape. There has been no further significant violence since record numbers of Nicaraguans
turned out for the 39~ anniversary celebrations of the July 19 Triumph of the Sandinista
Revolution. The massive crowds left no doulthat the majority of the populace sided with
their elected government and against those who had kept them from working and hostage
to fear for three long months. Many of those who committed heinous crimes during the
coup months escaped to Costa RicaandH AOOAOh EOOO 1 EEA OEAEO ODE
National Guard did 40 years ago.

Those who were captured had all their judicial rights protected, until their eventual
release under the terms of Amnesty Law 996 approved by the National Assembly on @)
2019. This law provides for the conditional release of all persons imprisoned or under
investigation for crimes of murder, torture, arson, kidnapping, extortion and other terrible
crimes committed during the failed coup attempt of 2018. The law is bag on the principle
of non-repetition which has extensive antecedents in international law, such as the peace
process in Ireland in the 1990s. All, without exception, accepted the principle of nen
repetition when they signed the document of their release.

While conditions are returning to normal with gutted government buildings repaired
AT A OAAOEI Oh AOOEOA OEEDPO OAOOOIT ET ¢ OF . EAAOA
x] Ol AT60 ETTx EO #£O01I i OEA OITA AT A AT OAOACA 1.
combat the relentless flow of disinformation and outright lies that is the continued effort by
the US and Nicaraguan opposition to win what they could not win through the ballot box or
by violence, we offer this Coup Reader for your examination. This boakprimarily a
compilation of articles written over the last 89 months along with some new material that
DOAOGAT 6O NOEOA A AEAZAOAT O AAAT 61 O 1T &£ OEA xET |
failed coup of 2018.
We first place Nicaragua in the historichcontext of US imperialism in Nils McCune and
"OEAT 7EIT 01180 053 ) Thexdialews bneadaiysishy Barbarae AAOACOA
Larcom in which she takes apart the false myths that have circulated about the political
crisis in Nicaragua in 2018 We then cover the stages of the coup week by week in a chapter
by Nan McCurdy and myths and truths section by Barbara Larcom. Included also are an
interview by journalist Max Blumenthal, a revealing chapter by myself on US finding of
organizations that supportedthe coup, a review of the human rights situation by
ET OAOT ACET T AT 1 Ax A@gPAOO $AT +1 OAI EEh AT A A A
Nils McCune. We complete the Reader with an article on the struggle for balanced media
coverage by John Perry, a chgr on the role of the Church by Coleen Littlejohn, and a
newly written Conclusion by Dan Kovalik

No organization or individual involved with this project received any financial or other
remuneration from the government of Nicaragua or any other governent or government

12



controlled entity for our role in producing this book. Except for those, like me, who are paid
staff of a grassroots solidarity organization, all labor was voluntary.
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US Imperialism and Nicaragua:

“They would not let our flower blossom”
S. Brian Willson and Nils McCune

Blanca Arauz and Augusto Sandino
(Photo: Archive)
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By S. Brian Willson and Nils McCune

Nicaragua is perhaps among the clearest cases of rampant US imperialism producing
sustained antrimperialist movements, in a pattern that has repeated itself since even
before the US mercenary William Walker imaded that country to set up a slave state and
AAAT AOA EEI OAl £ POAOEAART O ET puyuves 4EA 51 EOAA
backed by US military forces, have sought to maintain control over key Nicaraguan
resources, infrastructure and a potetial interoceanic canal routé ever since.

US corporations and the US government maintained an aggressive posture toward
Nicaragua throughout the twentieth century and have continued to utilize diverse
imperialist strategies to ccerce Nicaragua in the first two decades of the twentfjrst
century. Beginning with the SpaniskAmerican War of 1898, the United States increasingly
asserted itself as the sole imperial power over the Caribbean Basin, claiming Puerto Rico as
war bounty, and exerting economic dominance over Cuba, Hispaniola, and all of Central
America? going so far as to create the nation of Panama in order to build an interoceanic
canal. Nicaragua was highly important in this neocolonial endeavor, due to its arable land,
fresh water and mining resources, but, above all, its geography as a likely canal route.

Methods used by the imperialist system in Nicaragua have included direct counter

insurgent war (1927-1933), support for despotic proUS regimes (19341979), proxy
mercenary warfare (1980-1988), financing of opposition groups (1909, 19801990 and
2007-present), use of the Organization of American States (OAS) to pressure Nicaragua
(1980-1989 and 2016-present), military bases and exercises with the Honduran
government nearthe Nicaraguan border (2018present), declarations of Nicaragua as an
extraordinary threat to US national security (1985 and 2018), financing of opposition
media (2007-D OAOAT 6qh OOAET El C -folfics @QALE-Qésdnt), planhityd 06 E
andexe©OOETT T &£ A OGAIT 11T O OAOT1 O0EITS6 T O OO £O6 Al

EAAOACOAB O AAAAOO Oi AOAAEO jcmpuwqh DAOOIT Al
officials (2018), and use of US rating corporations to downgrade perceptions of Nicaraguan
financial stability (2018).

This continuous trajectory of intervention shows a transition from more overt, military
IO OPOOESG A OI O T £ PI1EOCEAOC -DAOARDAODORADS ADDA
premised on capitalizing on the rules of globatied economies, liberal democracies and
political legitimacy to discredit and disarm anttimperialist forces in Nicaragua, in order to
restore a docile neoliberal regime. Throughout this history, US imperialism has found
strange bedfellows. Historian Michel T AAO EAO AOCOAA OEAO 7EIIT EAI
not only from the Southern US slaveholding interests that donated to his campaigns to build
slave states in Central America, but also from more liberal, Northern US industrial and
military figures, and indeed, from the Liberal party of Nicaragua. Likewise, during the two

decades of US military occupation of Nicaragua in the early twentieth century, most of the

1 Karl BermannUnder the Big Stick: Nicaragua and the United States since.1B48ton: South End Press, 1986), -2&3
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Nicaraguan elite and its press maintained a reverential glow in editorials and reports about
USforces. This was true of both the opposing Liberal and Conservative parties, although US
policy after ousting Liberal president Zelaya in 1909 maintained a strong pr&onservative
focus until 1928. Only when a patriot general, Augusto César Sandino, refdge recognize

US legitimacy of any kind in Nicaragua, did there begin to emerge a consistently anti
imperialist political tendency. However, there has always been a sizable part of the
Nicaraguan political class that favors and appreciates US interventipreflecting a sense

that the legitimacy of the State in Nicaragua begins with US approval.

)1 ¢mpyh 53 0OAOEAAT O s$i11TAI A 400i b AAAI AOCAA

OEOAAOGSG O T AOETTAI OAAOOEOUh AT A 53 . AOEITAI
. EAAOACOAh #OAA AT A 6AT AUOAI A AO A 0401 EEA T £
AOI I OEA 400i b ! ATET EOOOAOETITh AO OEA OAIi A OE
I AAAAOOhG *AEO "1T101TAOT ET " OAUEInvestnedt ) OAT $

Conditionality Act (NICA Act), brainchild of CubarAmerican Republican Congresswoman
lleana RosLehtinen, which will prevent the Nicaraguan government from accessing
international loans, thus limiting its capacity to develop its health care, edation, transport
and commerce capabilities, was passed by Congress in November 2018.

Historical background

A century-long feud between the Liberal and Conservative parties marked Nicaraguan
history even before US imperialism became a factor in nationpblitics. The traditional
landed oligarchy and the Catholic Church imposed their will through the Conservative
party, which was based in Granada. The Liberal party, based in Leon, was made up of an
urban merchant and professional class, with important spas of participation by workers
and peasants. However, the Liberal party was thoroughly discredited through its shameful
DAOOEAEDPAOEIT ET OEA 51 EOAA 30A0A06 AEAEOOO OAC
through filibuster William Walker in 1856-57. As a result, the Conservatives controlled the
Nicaraguan government for three and a half decades, until 1893, when Liberal strongman
*70i 3ATO1T O : Al AUA AOOOI AA OEA POAOGEAAT AU AEO
government, led at the time by EAT AT OA 2117 OAOAT Oh xAO Ai AAOEET (
xEEAE x1T Ol A Oi11 AA AiiplAi ATOAA Au xEAO EA A
US banks would purchase the sovereign debts of Caribbean and Central American
countries, exercising full contrd over formally national banks, railroads and shipping
channels, and forcing Caribbean and Central American countries to take on débts

Zelaya and the Regime ChangeOperation

4EA Al AUA CT OAOT i AT O AOAAOCAA A 1T Axtorddl T OOE O
congress with obligatory and direct voting and a secret ballot, as well as separating the
Church from the State’ Public education and transportation infrastructure increased as

2 Dana G. Munrolntervention and Dollar Diplomacin the Caribbean 190921 (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1964), 537

3 Antonio Esgueva GomegZontexto historico de las constituciones y sus reformas en Nicaramiduto de Historia de Nicaragua y
Centroamérica, Universidad Centroamen&gRevista de Derecho, No. 10. Universidad Centroamericana, (UCA), Facultad de Ciencias Juridicas,
2005), 89
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shipping routes and railroads were built, largely with US capital. Howesr, labor
Aobl T EOQAOCEIT AT A 1 AAT O OOOEZEA ET AOAAOGAA AOOET
modernization, particularly with regard to commerce and agrobusiness development,

leading to countless land grabs and the widespread displacement of indigengpsoples

from what would become coffee plantations and shipping routes. Initially enthusiastic with

the expansion of commaodity flows, US support for Zelaya waned after he appeared to take
Nicaraguan sovereignty too seriously. US policy consistently demand#tht Central

American constitutions prohibit re-elections, yet Zelaya was relected twice, in 1902 and

1906.

After Zelaya intervened in Honduras and El Salvador in 1907, with interest in creating a
Liberal-dominated federation of Central American statesand the Taft administration
assumed the US presidency in 1909, the United States changed positions dramatically on
Al AUAR 10 x Ail OEAAOEIT C EEi A AAT cCAO OF 53 ET
S|gn|f|cantly, Zelaya was also reported to benitiating negotiations with the German and
Japanese governments to build an interoceanic canal, challenging the monopoly of the US
controlled Panama Canal, under construction at the tinfe

Given the geographic importance of Nicaragua, US imperialism maaeriority of
Conservative restoration and the return to a subservient national government. After
receiving covert support from the United States, politician Juan José Estrada proclaimed
himself interim president of Nicaragua on October 10th, 1909. Estradapresented one of
several factions of Liberals unhappy with Zelaya, yet he was nonetheless utilized by the
United States as a means by which to maneuver the unpopular Conservative party back into
bl xA08 7EOEET 111 O0EOh %00 adwasindade up & Cobsdritade &£l OA.
generals, such as Emiliano Chamorro, using hired troops and weapons supplied by US
companies through intermediaries such as Adolfo Diaz. When a countgffensive by Zelaya
led to the arrest and execution of two US nationalspldiers of fortune hired by the Estrada
ET OO0OCAT Auh OEA 53 3AAOAOAOU 1T &£ 30A0Ah OEEI AT .
OEA . EAAOACOAT #EAOCiI Ad! ALEAHEDRAtiMgbff 7AOEET COT
diplomatic relations with the Nicaraguan g@ernment. In late December, Zelaya resigned
and left for Mexico by ship from the northwestern port of Corinto, surrounded by US

warships>.

The Conservative Restoration
$O00ET C EEO pm 11T1TOEO ET 1T £#ZFEAARh : Al AUAGO OO/
wor ked tirelessly to negotiate peace with the Estrada rebellion and to restore relations
xEOE OEA 53nh AOO +11 @ OAEOOAA O AAAADPO - AAOE
Bluefields in order to prevent the final defeat of the failing rebellion, and anited Fruit
Company subsidiary loaned Estrada money for arms and soldiers. Eventually, the US navy
provided Conservative general Emiliano Chamorro with a large shipment of weapons to
support the rebellion at the same time as it blocked the arrival of armgurchased by the

4 Michel TobagoConfronting the American Dream: Nicaragua Under U.S. Imperial RDletham: Duke University Press, 2005); 58

5 Kerevel, Yam. "Reexamining the Politics of U.S. Intervention in Early 20th Century Nicaragua: José Madriz and the Conservative
Restoration'(2006)https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/laii_research/1
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Madriz government’. Despite antiimperialist protests across Nicaragua and in San

Salvador, capital of El Salvador, the US presence gradually changed the balance of forces

and the Madriz government fell on Augus19, 1910. One week later Juan José Estrada
assumed the presidency.

In the chaotic aftermath of war, as preMadriz, anti-imperialist armed groups still
roamed the streets of Managua, the United States lost no time in restructuring the

Nicaraguan economy,if OAET ¢ . EAAOACOA OEA OEA O$AxOI1
million US loan, to be paid for by Nicaraguan custom receipts. Liberals were rounded up

and the Conservative restoration? was consolidated, as even the leader of the rebellion,
Juan José Estraa] was ousted by the Conservativdominated Constitutional Assembly in
1911 in favor of Adolfo Diaz.

In 1912, Conservative president Adolfo Diaz, formerly a mining executive for a US
company, transferred control over the Nicaraguan National Bank to the UBBown Brothers

#1711 AOAEAT "ATE8 )1 OAOBPI T OAh OEA . AOGEITTAI
Minister of War, passed a resolution censoring Diaz, who promptly fired General Mena and

called on the US for support. Mena and Liberal General BenjanZieledon rebelled against

I C(

e}

$pAUh xEI ET OO601T ADbDPAAI AA O1 OEA 51 EOAA 30AO0

in Granada, succumbed under the combined thrust of US marines and recruits of the
Conservative government. Taken alive, Mena was exiled. \WMever, Zeleddn, based in

- s N s 3

-AOAUAR OOI T A OPp O1I OEA 1T AOETAO AT A xAO EEI

death in battle are considered one of the first major explicitly antimperialist endeavors in

1A

Nicaragua. In response to Colonel Joseph PeAdDT 1 6 O 1 AOOAO AOEEI C EEI

Zeleddn wrote, in part:

0) AI1T EZ#AOO OI Ui 6 OEAO ) EAOA OAAA Ul 0O

resisted believing that it could be signed by an educated soldier [...] and
serving under the banner of the great (NorfhAmerican Nation that prides
itself on being the teacher of the Democratic Republics of the American
Continent; and my sense of disbelief grows sharply when | consider that it is
impossible for the Government of the United States of America and, aboyve all
the Senate of the homeland of Washington and Lincoln, to have authorized
their servants to come and intervene with armed force in the internal affairs
that we Nicaraguans discuss in this land that is ours, and which was
bequeathed to us freely, sovereigrand independently by our parents.

Or888Y ) Al 110 AOGAT OAIT OAT U OAA OEA

for demanding the surrender of my positions or the disarmament of my army;
consequently, | dare to think that you will withdraw his threaia view of the
justice that accompanies me. But if, unfortunately for the honor of the United
States of America, you and your bosses disregard the-feelhded reasons
that | invoke and carry out your pretensions of attack [...] I will do with mine
the regstance that the case demands and that the dignity of Nicaragua
demands, which we represent, and then, let it fall upon you, your bosses and

6 Ibid, 2528.
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the very strong Nation to which you belong, the tremendous responsibilities
that History will attribute to you, andthe eternal burden of having used your
weapons against the weak who have been struggling to conquer the sacred
OECEOO i &£ OEA (ii Al AT A8d

With the defeat of the nationalist rebellion, the Conservative government signed the
onerous BryanChamorro Treaty inWashington in 1914. The treaty, named for William
Jennings Bryan, US Secretary of State, and Nicaraguan General Emiliano Chamorro, gave the
US exclusive rights to build any canal in Nicaragua in perpetuity, as well as a renewable 99
year option to createa naval base in the Gulf of Fonseca and a renewableyg@ar lease on
the Big and Little Corn Islands in the Caribbean, in exchange for $3 million used by
Nicaragua to pay debts to US creditors. US President Woodrow Wilson insisted on a clause
that gave theUSa priori rights to military intervention, but the US Senate balked, and the
clause was removed before the treaty was ratified.

3 AT AET T-BngeridlidmO E

During the US military occupation of Nicaragua from 1912 to 1926, nemilitary
elements ofimperialism developed. For example, the Rockefeller Center, funded through
the Standard Oil monopoly, began sanitation drives that accompanied US military activities
with rural census taking, hiring of local volunteers, and public meetings on hookworm
control and prevention.® This is one of the first examples of a negovernmental
organization riding on the coattails of the US military. Meanwhile, the United Fruit
Company (UFC) was the largest landowner between Colombia and Mexico.

In the countries that Urited Fruit dominated? OA £ZAOOAA O1 A0 OAAT AT A <
controlled the ports ran the postal service, and even created the first network of radio
stations across Central America, effectively developing the first mass media (and media
monopoly) that reached millions of people. The company vigorously resisted all worker
efforts to organize unions, going as far as tearing down all houses and schools as it
abandoned whole areas where union organizing was taking place. Although it paid no taxes,
United Fruit gave governments money and weapons to repress the many rebellions taking
place among the hundreds of thousands of highly exploited banana workers in the region,
I AAAET ¢ch &£ O AgAi bl Ah O OEA pwqguy O" AT AT A -AO
ColombiA8 )1 AAAEOEIT T h DIl EOCEAEAT O TAAAARAA OODBPDI OC
afraid of creating any tension with the conglomerate.

7 Gregorio SelseMNicaragua de Walker a Somo2dex Sur Editorial, México, 1984
https://web.archive.org/web/20010210211308/http://www.patriagrande.net/argentina/gregorio.selser/indexithia t r Niearagu® a n d e :
https://web.archive.org/web/20010228174107/http:/www.patriagrande.net/nicaragua/index.html

8 Ligia Maria Pefia Torres and Steven PalmAgdRockefeller Foundation Health Primer for {f®cupied Nicaragua, 1912928 CBMH/BCHM
/ Volume 25:1 2008 / p. 489
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US Marine occupation forces participating in a funeral on the street near
the old national palace, Managua, 29. US Marine photo published in:
63AT AETT %l AOAT OA '1 )i PAOEAI EOI 1
Editorial Nueva Nicaragua, First Edition, 1981.

The geopolitical hegemony of the United Fruit Company was reinforced by the US
Marines, which were deployed in Central America and th€aribbean to defend the interests
I £/ OEA AT ObPT OAQOETT AT UAT O 1T &£ OEIi A0 AAOxAAT pw
were called, produced such a trove of experiences in capitalist combat against
impoverished rebels that the Marines systematized theit AAOT ET ¢ ET OEA O31 Al
- AT OA1l ho DPOAI EOEAA ET pwtms8

In Nicaragua, banana interests were slowed by the need for a railroad systéihe US
commercial bank Brown Brothers financed the railway system, and came to control

EAAOACOABO . AGEINITAR A Al EIBACKD Alue TTA T &£ "OT1 x1

. EAAOACOAR EAI T OO U OAEA EI OEA pw¢gmnOh O) AT
seltCT OAOT I AT 6806 ! £0AO A  -sipbdkten/Consed/BtiQgQVErN@nt A CAET (
led to civil war in 1926, the United States intervened to prevent a Liberal victory, forcing all
parties to agree to a powersharing government that would preserve US interests.

Liberal general Augusto César Sandino refused the terms of the US plan, and, with just
29menh AT AAOEAA 11 A COAOEIT A xAO ACAET 60 OEA 5
armed action was the occupation of the San Andrés Mine in Nueva Segovia, where he drove
off the US managers and turned over the mine to the workers to run collectively.r&ano
was declared an outlaw and US marines were sent to Ocotal to initiate a countesurgency
campaign. Internationally, Sandino became a symbol of resistance to the US empire, and
grassroots antrimperialist leagues and Communist parties across the Ameas debated
whether his guerrilla tactics were acceptable or represented a threat to the dominant
parliamentary political methods promoted internationally by the Soviet Union.

9 Thomas Schoonover and Lester D. Langiéye Banana Men: American Mercenaries and Entrepreneurs in Central Americal2880
(University Press of Kentucky, 1995), p. 25
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US Flag flies over US Marine Headquarters, Ocotal, Nicaragua, Jul¥28, 1
US Marine Corps. Photo reprinted in Editorial Nueva Nicaragua, 3
O3AT AET T d %l £ZOAT OA Al )i PAOEAI EOI T 6h

The first usein the Americasof airplanes to drop bombs occurred in Nicaragua, as US
marines leveled the countryside andorcibly displaced peasants from small towns of the
3ACi OEA OACEIT E1T OADPAAOGAA ABOdkonéréenadyi Al EI ET .
troops to hunt Sandino eventually became a concerted US effort to build a National Guard
in Nicaragua, which US plannerassumed would strengthen democratic institutions.
- AAT xEET Ah 3ATAET 160 xOEOET CO OITE T1T Al AOGO A
prolonged anti-imperialist struggle would need the unique qualities of workers and
peasants.

By 1933,the USgdk OT | AT O xEOEAOAx OOT 1 PO &EOI I . EAAOA
. ARECEAIT 06 DPi1EAU O xAOAO , AGET 'iI AOEAA8 /1 AA
agreement with the Nicaraguan government, insisting on an end to hostilities between
Nicaraguans and lanching a campaign to support his proposal for the development of a
national movement of worker-owned cooperatives, starting with the cooperative set up by
his disarmed troops in Wiwili. However, after a dinner party in Managua in 1934, Sandino
was kidnappA A AU EAT AEI AT 1T &£ OEA 1 AAAAO T &£ . EAAOACO
Anastasio Somoza Garcia. Guardsmen assassinated Sandino, disappeared his corpse and
went on to massacre his disarmed former troops in their cooperative in WiwiliThe leader
of NicAOACOAG O OAAAT O U &I Of AA . AGETT AT ' OAOAR !'1]
Sandino in 1934, and massacred his disarmed troops. Two years later, Somoza Garcia
OOACAA A AT Ob Adi OAO AT A ET OOAI 1 AA EEI OAl £ AO

10 Neill Macaulay,The Sandino Affair
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The Sandinista Popular Revolution and the Contra War

During the early 1960s, inspied by the success of the Cuban revolution, radical
Nicaraguans led by student activist Carlos Fonseca created the Sandinista National
Liberation Front. . Known as the FSLN for its Spanish initials, this Sandinista Front created
AT OEEOOI OE A ék free@rdnCUB Autelage bnd feakrexport model.
After nearly 20 years of sustained clandestine activities, the FSLN managed to lead a
| AOOEOA DPAI DI AB0 E] OOOOAAOEI T OEAO | OOOAA 1 1A
secondson, in 1979, after higegime inflicted tens of thousands of casualties on the civilian
populatoninaUSOODBDT OOAA AT O1 OAO ET OOOCAT Aus 4EOQO Al
the wealthy, right-wing Nicaraguan families and their affluent US investor friends,
preserved at the expense of the vast majority of the Nicaraguan people. To this day the US
has never forgiven the social ET AAA 3 AT AET EOOAO j O3AT AETEOIT 6C
of the Somoza erd® The US Congress quickly froze aid to Nicaragua, something it had never
done since Somoza came to power in the 1930s. Even earlier, in 1978, as it appeared the
Somoza dynasty was nearing defeat, US President Jimmy Carter had authorized covert CIA
00DPDI 00 A O . EAAOACOAT OAAI T AOAGEAG DOAOGO AT A
In March 1980,Carter, alarmed at this loss of a US investor haven, ordered Major
General Robert Schweitzer to Honduras to confer with its armed forces about becoming a

OAOI xAOE®6 ACAET OO Aiiil 061 EOI ET OEA #A1 OOAT 1.
for the CIAto support anti-Sandinista labor groups, media, and political organizations. In A
mid-. T OAT ARAO pwymh T Ax1T U Al AAOAAh AOO 110 UAO E

team met with a small group of exiled Nicaraguans in Honduras in preparations to figtite
Sandinistas™*
)T - AOAE pwyph AOOET C O0OAOEAAT O 2171 AT A 2AAC/
Presidential Finding authorizing the CIA to undertake covert activities directed against
Nicaragua and its new Sandinista revolutionary government, therente Sandinista de
Liberacion NacionalFSLN). The government was not called that; it was called El Gobierno
de Reconstruccion Nacional. An initial $19 million was allocated for the purpose of
destroying™ the Sandinistas, beginning witha 500 A1 OAOMRGE 61 O1 A1 CACA EI
paramilitary and political operations.

11 George BlackThe Good Neighbo25-26

12 A similar political dynamic has been occurring in Venezuela ever since socialist HagezGtes first elected in 1999. Internal US

documents clearly |l ay out consi st e @vezhavingsursived tioree doriss urdilthéath in 2083, and dest r
and his successor Maduro also surviving various attempts to oust him from power, including at least one assassinatioth attengs.

Currently the US Trump administration has recognized an unknown 3®yeat Venezuel atne aRr @ hied dintegd tbhanmi cal |y
democratically elected Maduro a fAusurpero, and or daorsogiad him to oust
movement that curtails the unfettered growth and expansion of private capitalism

13AA Secr et Wa rNefsoveekNbvienabari8,d4 888, p. 44) Theodore DrageYery Thin Line: the IraiContra Affairs(New York:

Hill and Wang, 1991), 17.

14 The National Security Archive, Scott Armstrong, Executive Diredtbe Chronology: The Documented BlayDay Account of the Secret

Military Assistance to Iran and the Contrédew York: Warner Books, 1987); Pet€ornbluh and Malcolm Byrne, edShe IranContra

Scandal: The Declassified Histofiew York, A National Security Archive Documents Reader: The New Press, 1993).

15 NitlapanEnvioteam Uppi ng t he US War (Epvio Nuntber 640c 1 tob @ dG odnXi8®an svfice w onTheRonal d Re:
Guardian July 4, 2011https://www.theguardian.com/world/2011/jul/04/contiaw-on-ronaldreagan
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"U OO0 T A0 pwyph 2AACAT 60 30A0A $APAOOI AT O At
OADPT OOh O4AEEI C &mAdbyDecemitei 1981 INEdFaguaiCailk groups,
IO O#1 1 OOAOh 6 A AaCafsite wést of MigknD) an® sidsEqudhtly 6t training
AAI PO ET #Al E&I OTEAh . Ax *AOOAUh AT A ET &iITO
O2AA #EOEOOI AGd #)! | PAOAOGEI 1T 1TAAOOOAA EI E
along the Honduran borcaer, where Indigenous communities were forcefully relocated to
create a beachhead inside Nicaraguan territory before the Sandinista government forces
could establish control of the area. The hope was to create a breakaway state that could ask
for US military support.*’ In January 1982, Reagan requested and received, $5.1 million in
US Agency for International Development (USAID) funds to provoke dissent against the

new Nicaraguan government among Somocistasd among the Catholic Church hierarchy.

By March 182, the Contra paramilitary force had grown to 1,000 combatants, and GIA
trained Contra demolition teams blew up two bridges near the Honduran border. A secret
US Defense Intelligence Agency reported that between March 14 and June 21, 1982, a 100
day pericAh OEA #1711 O0OA60O OOAOOI OEOGO cOi Ob6 DAOOEAE
Nicaragua, including the assassination of Sandinista government officials, the sabotage of
highway bridges, sniper attacks against small military patrols, and the burningf a customs
warehouse and food crops® This was an average of an armed attack every day, a pace that
dramatically accelerated throughout the 1980s, daily crippling much of the country. By
November 1982, membership in the Contras had grown to 4,000, eacbnebatant being

paid $23/month.

In December 1982, Contra leaders met in Miami to develop strategies to topple the
Sandinista government, utilizing a growing number of border sanctuary camps in
Honduras In February 1983, worried about growing stories of Gntra atrocities z the
blinding, burning, beheading, dismembering, kidnapping, raping and killing of civilians
Reagan spent $300,000 hiring the Miardbased public relations firm, Woody Kepner
Associates, to produce positive imaged.Soon Reagan begandalET ¢ OEA #1711 OOAO O
AECEOAOO6 R OEA Oi 1 OAI ARNdbdsing thé Sandini@dgorhniehtAET C
I £ OOPOAAAET ¢ AAT AAOR & A AFPhrH tlaming Dwak ap&adingAT x 1T OE
AO A OO OAI EXOAOEAT AOT CAiT 156

2 AACAT 8 €& Willlar Ca&dy,Eave instructions: "What more can we do about the
AATTTTU O 1 AEA OET OA AAOOAOAO OxAAOhd Ai PEAO
EOGGAEEO xAO OAIETEOAAT O 1T £ 00AGEAAT O . E@I1680
he directed the CIA to engage in psychological warfare against democratically elected Dr.

16 JonatharMarshall, Peter Dale Scott, and Jane Hurlteg Iran Contra Connection: Secret Teams and Covert Operations in the Reagan Era

(Boston: South End Press, 1987), 10.

17Ti mot hy Al exander Guzman, i TGloleal Rédedxah/pril B4 2018; Roxaaer Duriba®rtiZ\NBloodeon thegy u a , ©

Border: A Memoir of the Contra Wg€ambridge, MA: South End Press, 2005).

18 Thomas W. Walker, EdReagan Versus the Sandinistas: The Undeclared War on Nica(Bguider: Westview Press, 1987), Ch. 2, Peter

Kornbl uh, AThe Covert War o, p. 25.

19 The National Security Archive, 20.

20 The National Security Archive, 28.

21 RobertParryk 0 st Hi story: Contras, CdAlagton,&A: The Melia Consersus, 1899)06R.r oj ect Tr ut ho
22Lindsey Gruson, AOortega Now S &NewYorETineQttaberRe 198! Ai d Can Save Truce, 0
23David Hoffman aRéadaanAet@masg, TdtalitariWanshiNigtaodaugRy@21ion, Plush for
24 Bob WoodwardVeil: The Secret Wars of the CIA, 1983487(New York: Simon & Schuster, 2005), 281.
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3AT OAAT O 11 AT AA6O OO AEAIT E GiThomdsWPickerhd: thd ¢ OEA
53 'i AAOOGAAT O O1T %l 3AI OAAT O AO OEA OEbLIAh AAO.
i AAO OEAO A 30K AdiréivasthbtiOikehsd @il rational, satanidike. A
commander of the Contra FDN (Fuerza Democratica NicaragtergBicaraguan
$AT T AOAGEA &I OAAQ OOOAOOAA OEA FAAA Oi OAOGO O
In October1983, the CIA produced 2,000 copies of a 9fage Manual to guide Contra
activities, Psychological Operations in GuerrilaWarfd® ) 6 xAO OAAEAOOAA Oi
i AT OAl 6 &£ O OAOOT OEOOO AAOAA 11T A1l AAOIEAO 11
program in Viet Nam in the late 1960s and utilized in El Salvador during the 1980s, when
the US funded and directed the death squad government against revolutionary rebels. This
- AT OA1 80 OAAOET T h O3A1I AAOCEOA 50A T #a6ET |1 AT ARG
criminals, or thugs, for selective jobs, including sabotage and murder; the neutralizing of
key officials, including judges, local Sandinista leaders, police and state security officials;
creating martyrs for the Contras bystagingviolence at demonstations, causing deaths of
their own supporters with strategically located cameramen to assure images to enhance
public relations; and coercing locals to carry out disruptive assignments. The Manual, in
effect, was a primer on committing war crimeg grotesque violations of US and
international law zAEOAAOET ¢ OEA #1171 OOAO O1I O OAOOEOI xo
government.
Additionally, about the same time, the CIA created a 4fage illustrated comic book,
&OAAAT I &E C® akdwppéd in 1843 Qvérinorthern Nicaragua. It described its
pOOPT OA AO DPOI OEAET ¢ A POAAOEAAI COEAA O 1 EA.
i EOAOUG AU ODPAOAIN ADOIOOEGEA Al £ IPEBLOU £ OEA OOAE
AAOOET ¢ OAEOEI AE &iie§) Anll ddmminid thd Ndd&agiah ezon&niy A O
It very explicitly described how ordinary citizens could disrupt the everyday workings of
the Sandinista government:

* hiding or destroying important tools

* calling in sick for work

* leaving lights andfaucets on

* breaking light bulbs and windows

* stealing food from government supplies

* releasing or stealing livestock from farming coops

* spreadingrumors

* making false reports of fires and crimes

* cutting telephone cables, severing telephone arglectric lines
* stopping up toilets

25Robert Parry, i Ma k i @apsortiimeNevwEQcibedn?P13.Abende wam yiadently overthrown and killed in a CIA

coup on Septembdrl, 1973.

26 fAEnvoy Is Said to Assert Nicaragua Is 'Infeaded’ Ne w  Y/AP, @ct 5T1984¢e s

27Chri st oph@rSDi8Skpyorthi Bol st er s Re bWdshngton®CosAdrili3dle88ce | nsi de Nicaraguac
28 Subsequently published by Vintage Books, New York, 1985.

29 Subsequently published by Grove Press, New York, 1985.
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* disabling government vehicles, putting dirt and water in government gasoline tanks
and carburetors

* cutting down trees, blocking highways
* placing nails on roads and highways
* instructions on making Molotov cocktals to firebomb police stations
* etc.
2AACAT 60 ET EOEAT A£EEI OO0 01 AAOOAAEI EUAR DOI
to accelerate economic collapse, became a tgear almost fanatical campaign to completely
destroy the Sandinistas. A June 1983IA National Intelligence Estimate on Contra activity
stated, "Fear and uncertainty stemming from the violence have crippled investment,
exacerbated capital flight and cut off commercial lending. Fighting in the countryside has
reduced traditional seasonalabor migration and cut into harvests.*° This, of course, was
AgAAOI U OEA 2AACAT AAI ETI EOOOAOQEIT 60 EIT OAT OET T
In March 1983, the CIA established a $50 million intelligence network in Central

America, with over 150 CIA operatives and technicians that plandanfiltrating US agents
into Nicaragua and piloting lowaltitude spy planes®! In June, President Reagan created a

Corinto port facilities, and an oil pipeline in the western coastal town of Puerto Sandino. In
January@ AAOOAOUh pwyth #)! OAOOAOOGS T ETAA . EAAOQA
international law.>?

InNovemberlopoh #1 1T COAOO AOAAOAA OEA O. AGEIT T ATl %
to openly perform one of the tasks that the CIA had secretly been carrying out for years, i.e.,
interfering in elections in other countries to promote what US Americans describe as
OAATI DEAA b #itikheadittdlybegan funding printing supplies and salaries for
the right wing Chamorro-owned daily newspaperLa Prensao promote the cause and
Ei ACA T &£ OEA #1711 00A0 AO AAEIod@wds @cedidghi | AOAAUG
$100,000 ayear, and afterLa Prensavas shut down for over a year by the government for
its pro-Contra articles, it resumed operations with $250,000 from the NEE.

CIA and NED money increasingly supported various nemilitary, internal opposition
disruptive activiti es as well. Manipulation of public opinion through controlling news
stories that included staging photogenic events, became a daily exercié&@he CIA created
Al AT AAOOET A OAAET OOAOEITO ET (11T AOOAOh #1 OO0A
aimed & the Miskito Indians>® The goal was to distort facts and intelligence to make the
Contras look good, and especially to convince the US Congress and the US American people

million overtaid to the Contras. Soon after, the ColtrO OAAT OACAA - AT ACOAB60
A

30Pete Kornbl uh, AiUncl e Samds MashipgtoMRostAughsi 27j1889.t t he Sandini staso,

31 The National Security Archive, 26.

321bid., 15.

33Blum, 292.

34 William Blum, Killing Hope: U.S. Military and CIA Interventions Since World WafMlonroe, ME: Common Courage Press, 1995), 303.

35Parry, 64.

36Holly Sklar,Wa s hi ngt onds WBostonoSouthNEndcPaessal§88)al95.

37Parry, Chapter Two,, OA-FBe6r cepti on Management

38Walker,edHowar d H. Frederick, Ch Seldlen, AEl ectronic Penetration, o 130
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I £ OEA TTAEIEOU T &£ OEA #1171 O0OA A£Esl aeh AT A OEA
Sandinistas. These efforts continuedd nauseununtil the 1990 elections®
The US supplied the Contras with almost daily aerial reconnaissance intelligence
identifying the location and movement of Nicaraguan army troops. Aerial violations of
Nicaraguan airspace occurred thousands of times from Costa Rican and Honduran territory
throughout the 1980s, especially by helicopters and small planes. US ships off the
Nicaraguan and Salvadoran coasts were equipped with electronic surveillance devices, in
addition to the constant presence of US aircraft carriers, destroyers and battleships. US CIA
pilots flew hundreds of air-drop supply missions, keeping the Contras steadily equipped
with weapons, ammunition and other supplies?

It was a Goliath versus David operation, the giant US obsessed with destroying the
Oi AT 1 AT 01 60U 1T £ . EAAOAGCOAN At GaridhdtidésAndre wete OEA O
as many as 11,000 US National Guard and regular army troops, including Green Berets plu
US Marines in neighboring Honduras, staging threatening maneuvers with Honduran
A OAAOh OOAE AO O" EC 0EIT A'dlonquéens etarmdknoviEadkthe AT A O,
USS Hondurasince it was so saturated with US&onstructed military bases, in additon to a
COIl xETC TOI AARAO T &£ i 1T OA OEAT Ox1 AT UAT #1171 OO0A
northern border, housing at any one time as many as 12,000 combatant terrorists, and
50,000 to 60,000 of their family members. Several thousand more Contra troops resile
inside Nicaragua, or were in camps along the southern Costa Rican Front. Unauthorized
USAID combat helicopters regularly ferried Contra troops to various locations as well as
supplying their camps*? The US Ambassador to Honduras at the time, John Negrops
was a key figure inUSS Hondurasonducting the Contra war against neighboring Nicaragua.
The famous US Peace Corps was also present with the largest contingent of any nation in
the world, well over 300, serving as teachers and basic health care prders for Contra
families in the camps.
2AACAT 60 xAO xAO Al ET OAT OET 1T A1 AAiI PAECT O
xEOE OOEAEI 006 A OOA Mknéd agricultuddl chdpérativ@£ tutalhealbhOh OOA
clinics, bridges, electricitygenerating stations, and, especially, key Sandinista leaders.
2AACAT AEOI EOOAA OADI OO0 1 £ #11 O0A AOOI AEOEAO
i uUbeEiiicu T &£ OEA #I11*00A0 AO OCii A6 COAOOEI T AO:
In light of mounting Congessional opposition to funding the Contra war, via the
restrictive Boland Amendments, Reagan officials met in June 1984 to discuss a way to
sustain it by asking third countries to privately fund and maintain the effort, circumventing
Congressional powert)A OOOAEIT OEA #)!1 80 PAOAI EIl EOAOU 1 PAO
Africa, Taiwan, and South Korea were among the nations that made contributions, while
3AOAE ' OAAEAGO +ET C &AEA AITTA OAT O 1TOAO Aom
members of the Wotd Anti-Communist League (WACL) headed up by retired US General

39In general, See: Roger Peace, AWi nning Hearts and Péce®dhangeThe Debat
A Journal of Peace Researcho | 35, |l ssue #1, January 2010-y8. Parry, Ch 2, fAPerceptior
40 Stephen KinzerBlood of Brothers: Life and War in Nicarag@@&ambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1991), 341.

41Ri chard Pehti @agam, Dét ai | NewMak lichasd alsy A26j oh®83; Wal ker , Ch 3, Eva Gol d
3947.

42Dorothy AngerHondur an Co nt, NevemBex 23p2818brétidyBnger, Anthropology Socigy & Culture,
http://dorothystewart.net/wpontent/uploads/2018/11/chifthotod-anger1989.jpg

43Walker, Ch 2, Peter Kornbl uh, AfiThe Covert Waro, 27.
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John Singlaub. Further, many wealthy US citizens contributed millions of dollars for the
Contras, among them beer magnate Joseph Cobts.

Edgar Chamorro, member of tha prestigious Chamorro family, a former Jesuit priest
and full professor at the UCA (University of Central America in Managua), was an early
member of the Directorate of the main Contra fighting force, the FDN-Uerza Democratica
Nicaraglensg, serving astheir major public relations spokesperson. In 1984, he resigned
in disgust at the operations and behavior of the Contras, which were almost totally dictated
AU OEA #)! 80 OAPAAEACEI ¢ OAAET ENOAOh xEAOA 1 E
public, Corgress and the press. This even included creating human rights organizations to
perpetuate the deception and false propaganda.

&OT I #EAI T OOT 6 OPagkagipy theBCAnkras:FAICAs® of CIA Disinformation
0)1 OEA AGAAOOAO |1 fee Bridd ik e&ditotage everhs@uEoEie#eE A1 A
impressions without consideration for substantial realities, there was no longer a
distinction between reality and fiction. The secondary became the primary; image and
impression were more importantthan O©A OOAT AA88f , YEAO xAOA OOAA O
and events to such an extent that behind the lies there was nothing but séltision and
sefAAAAPDOET 188! Y TACAOQOETT 1T &£ OEA 11 OAl AEOOET /
legitimization of concepts such a a good war, a good crime, a good rape, a good lie. This is
how murder and torture were justified, how the destruction of property and the sabotage
of an economy and the social fabric of a nation were excused, all in the name of patriotism
and anticommuniO | ‘8 is comments are profoundly relevant to understanding the
rhetoric and techniques of the April 2018 US orchestrated coup described further below.

Earlier in 1984, President Reagan signed National Security Decision Directive (NSDD)

#124 ordering econamic sanctions against Nicaragua to build pressure on its people. On

May 1, 1985, a severe economic embargo was instituted, applying a ridiculous US statutory

premise that the "policies and actions of the Government of Nicaragua continue to pose an

unusual and extraordinary threat to the national security and foreign policy of the United

3 O A & ARnisdudicrous claim has been repeated in the context of the 2018 coup attempt.

The embargo was renewed every 6 months through 1990, and was supplemented by an

“invisible blockade" of Multilateral Development Bank (MDB) loans, as the US vetoed or

stopped all loans by the World Bank and the InteAmerican Development Bank (IDB). The

US also applied pressure on European governments to refuse help to Nicaragua. In a

particularly cruel, sadistic policy, the US refusedny help to Nicaragua after its Atlantic

Coast was struck headbn in 1988 by Hurricane Joan, one of the most devastating natural

disasters ever to hit Central America. A high US government official cheefjuproclaimed

OEAO (OOOEAAT A *T AT xAO OOEAY AECCAOO OEAOQI OU
)yl *O0l'U pwwuvh #7118 /1 EOGCAO .1TO00E T &£ 2AACAT S0

05838 011 EOEAAI T-EI EOAOU 3 O00A OAit plaaleplcityEAAOAC

designed to overthrow the Sandinista government, that included the defeat and

44Wal ker , Ch 2, Pet er Ko33nbtlld;MarshallTiB;Sklat 884 ;&orriblubMadr, Xvix i 1 J e'81fSauier t h f
Deal : Hel p For R\ewb¥YotkiimdFeb4, 19&. Ar ms, O

45 New York: Institute for Media Analysis, Inc., Monograph Series: Number 2, 1987, p. 58).

46 Sklar, 265.

47 http://billgrahamcentre.utoronto.ca/events/2017/9/28silggestvictory-for-the-contrasyethurricanejoanrandthe cold-war-debateover

naturaldisasterelief-aid, i ®he Bi ggest Victory for the Contras, Yet0: Hurricane Jos

Aid o , Bi | Centr& Camtenaporary International History, March 15, 2018.
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Nicaragua with priority given to the electrical grid, water, transportation and

communication systems", as a "show of force action with maximum psychological

benefit."*® Of course this plan egregiously violated international law prohibiting the

targeting of civilians or civilian infrastructure. By the end of 1985, the Nicaraguan Ministry

of Health estimated that 3,652 civilians had been killed, 4,039 wounded, and 5,232

kidnapped during Contra raids>° The toll was mounting.

Brian Willson tells his story:

Oy first trip to Nicaragua occurred in January 1986 when | attempted to
learn Spanish at a school in Esteli. During the first week, the Contras attacked
three farming cooperatives near Esteli, killing eleven campesinos. | watched
six of those victims lyingin open caskets being carried on horse drawn
wagons moving slowly to the Esteli cemetery. | was furious, and sickened.

03111 AEOAOh ) OEOEOAA OEA 53 %i AAOOU AT A
Sweeny. He informed me that the two factors determining th&uture of

EAAOACOA xAOAqd j pq OEA PAT PI A0 OAAAOEIT
to the economic embargo, including "food shortages”, and (2) the military
c £l 0001 Abe T &£# OEA Ai 1 OOAOG8 4EA Ci Al 1 &£ 53
manner in which we pursue it is not.®* In effect, the US policy was dominated
by military terrorism, supported primarily by Republicans in the Congress,
while starvation was supported primarily by Democrats.

O0/1 *Al OAOU poh EOOO 1 OAO theSAAE AZEOAO )
National Security Council (NSC) launched an alut campaign to convince
Congress and the American people that the Sandinistas were a growing
OEOAAO OI All 1T&£ #A1 OOAT !''i AOEAA8 %l 1 EI 0O
secretary of state for Iner-American Affairs, began this new propaganda
campaign with a nationally distributed op-ed piece in which he declared that
OEAOA xAO O11T NOAOOEIT OEA 3A1 AET EOOA OACE
. . . subverting neighboring democratic countrie¥’

O 7 ite studying in Esteli | arranged an interview with a group of Contra
prisoners at the nearby penitentiary. | was quite disturbed to hear these
impoverished campesinos describe their CIA recruiters enticing them to
AAATT A #1171 00A0 OI AADET BADEEREBDOAABREAOBD O

Abrams and the Reagan administration were asking Congress for an additional $100

[ETTEIT Of AEOTA OEA #i1 O0A OZOAAAI | AEGEOAOOS
Oi T AECEAT OETI C OAAI i AOAOE A &kin lorGio0Gilich ® &ind) 1 OET
OAOOI OEOOOR xEEAE [AATO (AU i1 OA AEOEI EAT O x

AT AAA8 | Addivds@ pa@ of b Bassive Orwellian campaign spearheaded by the

48 Kornbluh, Ed., 391.
49Pet er Kornbluh, AUncl th & ahds VadungeiyPosMagast 2&,d389. n s t

50 Walker, 27.
51 From personal notes of the meeting.
52Eliott Abr ams, editorial, i K e e pNiem Xprk Pimgslansiaryrl® 186.n t he Sandi ni stas, 0

28



s A s N A oA 2 AN

7TEEOA (1 OOA OOAOOEI ¢ ETApQH])iol GNio i O\H AAGT AE Ginb OONIT EC
i O

Al Ri ®B6AOOAA xEOE Al Ei ET1 AGET ¢ OEA AAT CAOI OO ¢
revolution, administration officials knew that the vast majority of Nicaraguans resisted the

#1 |5 \ OO0A OFEOCAAAT I Ampriy®RUEBOAMerkdndoprosed Cont@ Bidas |

well.

/T *O01T A cuvh pwyweh OEA 53 (1 00A T £ 2APOAOGAT O/
request for $100 million for the Contra terrorists. Ironically, just two days after that vote,
the World Court renderedE 00 £ET A1 AAAEOEIT 11 . EAAOACOAGO0
xEEAE EO 1 OAAOAA OEA 5838 OEIiT AAEAGAI U O1 AAA
equipping, financing and supplying thecontra forces or otherwise encouraging, supporting,
and aidingi EIl EOAOU AT A DPAOAI EIl EOAOU AAOEOEOEAO EIT
ordered the United States to provide reparations to Nicaragua, later determined at more
than $17 billion. Though the US had been an initial signatory to the treaty creating teeurt
OOAEAAO O EOO AEAOOAOh AT OE 2AACAT AT A OEA #
order.

Such disregard for the rule of law was, sadly, not unprecedented. During the Banana
Wars at the start of the twentieth century, the United States destrey the Central
American Court of Justice, initially established at U.S. initiative, when that court ruled
against the U.S. in regard to its earlier interventions in Nicaragua in 1912 and 193%.

The religious right was also involved in this campaign. Pat Rertson, chair of the
#EOEOOEAT " Ol AAAAOOET ¢ . AOxT OEh TTA T &£ " OEAT &
inTimel ACAUET A OAUET Cch O4EA 5838 EAO A 11 OAl 1 AI
AAOOT A O OA O A IPHRAbériseh whsiaddimdnt@HataContra fighters would be
OOAOGAAG AU *AOOO AO EA 1T AA OAlI ECEIT Glubiclyl OAO
applauding their armed invasion of Nicaragu®*

On October 5, 1986, a dramatic event revealed the extent of tb& supply network to
the Contras, and additionally a strange, direct connection to arms sales to Iran. Two young
Sandinista soldiers, 17 and 19 years old respectively, using a surfaimeair missile (SAM),
shot down a clandestine US-T23 air freighter carrying 13,000 pounds of military supplies,
including 60 AK-47s, 50,000 rounds of ammunition, grenades and their launchers, jungle
boots, and water packets originating from Brooklyn, New York One of the ClAsupported
air crew, Eugene Hasenfus, from Wiscoirg parachuted to safety and was captured by the
young Sandinistas. He was part of a founan crew flying Contra supply missions at an
altitude of 2,300 feet about twenty miles north of the Costa Rican border when it was hit by
the missile near San Carlo$\icaragua. Hasenfus survived because he was near the open

A
OE’

53wi I I'iam CI ar k, APubl ica)DioplJamycy, ( COB3r, dle wdatsiBocardal: e D&lassiieche nt 6 i n
History, eds., Peter Kornbluh and Malcolm Byrne (New York: The New Press, 1993), 21.

54AViruso is a term often used by Noam Chomsky.

55Noam Chomsky, AU. S. Polity and Society: The Lessons ofcardguacar agua, 0
ed. Thomas W. Walker, (Boulder: Westview Press, 1987) 288.

56Ri chard N. Ostiainndg, P ofiefeteuesy 16ED86.r vy

57Group Watch Profile, AChristian Broadcasting Network,enbdarnterview wi
1985. Group Watch Profile was a project of the temispheric Resource Center, now located at Pallitesearch Associates in Somerville,

MA (www.publiceye.org) that profiled righting private organizations and churches in the United States.

58 Tom Fiedler "Robertson Pledges to Support Nicaragua Invasgam'Jose Mercury News November 13, 01987.

59Envio Tea m, AfHasenfus: N &Revista Engid5ENovembehl886)fta/avivve. envdo.org.ni/articulo/3243
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door ready to kick out heavy boxes of military supplies attached to parachutes, and he had

a parachute himself. The pilot and copilot, both of whom had served with Hasenfus in

secret CIA air drop @erations in Laos in the 1960s and 1970s, were killed. The fourth crew

member, a Nicaraguan, was also killed. Until this shoot down, the US had successfully

dropped as many as 500 secret shipments of supplies to waiting Contras on the grofid.
O&OATEI EThe EAAA T &£ OEA O*1 OCA 3A1 AUAOO #1 1«

stationed deep in central Zelaya Department, was waiting for the guns and ammunition to

fall from the sky that day; despite not receiving the expected shipAT Oh & OAT E1 ET 6 O /

terrorists had sufficient weapons eight days later to ambush a passenger bus traveling from

Rancho Alegre to La Gateada, about thirfjve miles north of the ill-fated drop site. The

group opened fire indiscriminately with rifles and machine guns, leaving two passengers

dead and fifteen wounded; two others were kidnapped*

The CIA and Reagan of course denied any connection to Hasenfus, but the downing of
OEA AEOAOAEO AT A (AOAT £O0OGB6O AT 1T £AAOOET A@bi OA
Contra scandal. Eventually, it would be revealed that the United States had engaged in a
doubly illegal covert actiore illegally trading arms to Iran for U.S. hostages in Lebanon,
while using the cash gained from Iran to provide weapons to the Contras Nicaragua in

violation of congressional prohibitions.

Hasenfus knew many details about the complex Ira@ontra funding scheme because

he had made over 60 phone calls from his 1986 safe house residency in a fashionable San

Salvador neighborhood to his bes, Max Gomez, who was in regular consultation with Vice

President George H.W. Bush. But calls were also made to Southern Air Transport in Miami

(an airline conducting covert activities for the CIA), to retired Major General Richard

3AAT OAh EARDAODEEOAEAA®I O OOPPI UET ¢ T DAOAOGET T h

-AOETA , 068 #iil .100EB80 1 0i AAG* AO 2AACAT 80 .3#
"T1TAUB6O0 Al EAO xAO &AITE@ 21 AOECOAUR OEA O11 1

He had leen a CIA operative during the 1961 failed Cuban Bay of Pigs invasion, and served

as a veteran of the US war against Viet Nam. In addition to his regular contact with Vice

President Bush, Gomez was in regular contact with Secord and North, who controlldubt

Swiss bank account used to purchase the weapons. Secord also provided weapons flown or

trucked directly to Contra supply bases in Honduras, such as Palmerola, El Aguacate, San

Lorenzo, and Jamastran, which last the General Accounting Office concluded haen

illegally constructed or upgraded by U.S. engineers in 1984. Weapons from private U.S.

AT11T 00 AlT1¢ xEOE 3AAT OA3O ET OAOT AOEI T Al AOIiI O
warehouses at llopango in San Salvador to Contras deep within Nicaraguan terrgoover

AEOEAO OEA (11 AOOAT 1O #1 OOA 2EAAT AT OAAOO8 !
Contra war.

Brian continues:
O) AT A Oxi T OEAO 53 OAOGAOAT O xAOA AACAO O
since he was such a direct link between the United Statesdthe Contras.
The Nicaraguan government arranged for us to travel with Hasenfus by

60Kinzer, 311.
61 Ibid.; National Security ArchiveChronology 515
62 Ibid., 325.
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helicopter, along with a Nicaraguan judicial team and an ABTV crew, to the
remote October 5 crash site for an inspection. At the crash site, debris was
scattered over avide are@ Ox EOOAA | AOAT AT A PAOOGO T &£ 1TT1TA
engines, numerous pieces of AK7s, boots, portions of wooden ammunition
boxes, water packets, etc. We initiated a conversation with Hasenfus there.
O(A OAAT AA NOEOA x Bpebkibdpeopléviho arkd E O %l CI E
about his story. Later we visited him at Tipitapa Prison, located ten miles
from Managua. At that meeting, he told us that he was paid $3,000 a month,
and $750 for each flight. He described his ten secret arms supply flights as
originatin g from llopango, San Salvador, sometimes routed over northern
Nicaragua from Honduras, other times routed south over the Pacific to Costa
2EAA AAEI OA I UET C 1T OAO Oi OOEAOT . EAAOACOA
Many hearings were held when lras# T T OOA AAAAI A D OAshdetA AEOAO (
down, but no one was really punished. North never served jail time, and his conviction was
overturned on appeal; he actually ran for the U.S. Senate in Virginia in 1994. Secord pleaded
guilty for lying and was given two years of probation. He then lmame a corporate CEO.
Earlier in his career he had been involved in the secret air war in Laos from 1966 to 1968.
&OT i 1T OEAO OiI OOAAOG xA 1 AAOT AA OEAO xAABPI T O
sometimes mixed with privately donated weapons, as well as weapofi®m the Concord,
California, Naval Weapons Station. These weapons were temporarily being stored in the
)T OAOT AGET T Al (AOOGAOOAOD #1 ®PAT UBO xAOAET OOA E
A high-ranking Green Beret officer declared in a December 198&s Angeles Weekly
article that a U.S. invasion of Nicaragua had likely been planned for April 1987, but was
delayed by the lrant T T OOA OAOAI AOQETT O OEAO AOOPOAA AEOAC
frenzied U.S. rhetoric and troop movements in Honduras suggested, however, that an
invasion still seemed imminent.

The Latin American countries of Colombia, Mexico, Panama, and Venezuela, which had
first met on Contadora Island (Panama) in 1983 to confront the militaristic stance of the US
in the region, made continual efforts to end hddities, especially in Nicaragua. Alfonso
Chardy, writing in a May 10, 1987, article imThe Philadelphia Inquirersaid that "U.S.
officials sought to disrupt the efforts of the Contadora group of nations to negotiate an end
to conflict in Central Americabecause the peace talks complicated efforts to persuade
Congress to approve Contra aic?* The US did not want any real peace that would interrupt
their plans to destroy the Sandinista revolution.

In May 1986, a National Security Planning Group was conveahdue to the fear that
Nicaragua was prepared to sign a Central American Contadora peace plan. One official who
AOOAT AAA OEA 1T AAOET ¢ xAO OADPIT OOAA OI EAOA OAE.
O A A®BUBIM1986, Congress approved $100 million for the Contras, money for pure
terrorism.

Brian tells us more:

63 Tom Barry, Deb Preusch, and Beth Sims, Nesv Right HumanitariangAlbuquerque, NM: InteHemispheric Education Research Center,

1986), 56.

64Al fonso Chardy, AThreats Abett ed ClheRhiadekphialnurerMay 10,i198g. Tal ks Was One |
65Joel Brinkley Réagan Of fer: A \WawYork imelshag. §19€7ont r as, 0
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zones of Nicaagua, the ugliness of the Contra wag the targeting of civilians
and civilian infrastructure z was viscerally painful. Schools, health clinics,
government buildings, cooperative farms were regularly targeted for
destruction as Sandinista leaders were ragarly assassinated. Before
returning to the US, | arranged to meet with a sofépoken mechanical
engineer from Portland, Oregon who had moved to Nicaragua in 1983 after
graduating from the University of Washington. On April 7, | traveled to an ice
cream shop in Matagalpa to meet Ben Linder. A unicyclist, clown, and juggler,
EA xAO AOPAAEAI T U Pl BPOI AO xEOE OEA AAiI PAOGE
to tiny El Cua in the Department of Jinotega and assembled a team to
construct a small hydroelectric plant in he neighboring village of San José de
Bocay so that peasants could have a few light bulbs and refrigeration for
medicines. He shared with me how dangerous things had become for him and
his Nicaraguan ceworkers. The agricultural cooperative of El Cedro, reg the
dam construction site, had been recently attacked by the Contras where two
OAOEAAT 0O EAA AAAT 1 OOAAOCAAN 1TTA 1T &£ OEAI x.
that attack, the health clinic, food supply center, and a home had been burned
to the ground.

Oa&dly, Ben Linder himself became famous for being murdered by the
Contras exactly three weeks after our visit, April 28, as he worked on the
hydro project with his Nicaraguan coworkers, Sergio Fernandez and Pablo
217 OA1 AOG8 $AOEA , El ddhdpital pathdldyi€, rakdl€dfoA Oh A OAO
Nicaragua and, after personally reviewing the autopsy and talking with the
AT AOT O xET AAOOEAA EO 1 00h AT 1T AI-OAAA OEAO
Al ATE OAT CA AO EA 1 AU x1 O1 AAAeddly £EOAO EEO 1 .
grenade shrapnel® Americas Watch, in a November 1987 report, concluded
OEAO , ET AAO OAPPAAOAA O EAOA AAAT 0O0i 1T AOE
hydroelectric project . . . by theontrasA £AOAO AT Ai AOOES8S

O!'TAR 11T OA AEOCOOOENCH AAO, £1 AROBAI | BOABABI
conducted in May 1987 by the House Foreign Affairs Subcommittee, Connie
Mack(R&, q AAI i1 EOEAA , ET AROBO DAOAT 60q O) AA]
OOA OEA COEAZE ) ETIT x Ul O EAAl O DIi1EOEAEU.
touCE 11 Ul Oh AOO ) OAAITT U Z£AAI OEAO Ui O EAQG
OAOPT 1T AAAh O4EAO EO OEA 1100 AOOAI OEEIC U
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assistant secretary of state, @ OE AEAA OEAO , ET AAO6O AAAOE 17
[AAOOOAA AGO Al O . EAAOACOASO ODOAAOEAA I A
' i AOEAAT O 8 8 8 0Oi% OOAOGAT EIT AT i AAOG UI1TAOE

In 1988, Congress began openly financing opposition political parties in Nicaragua. In
3APDOAI AAO pwyuywh 53 (1 OOA 3PAAEAO *EI 7O0ECEO O.

66Per sonal conversations with David Linder; Hnid/g¢ (ABust10&) , ANi caragua:
http://www.envio.org.ni/articulo/3207

67 AnthonyL e wiAbrpad @ Homg ' The MdNewYorCTinesviay 16, 198" https://www.nytimes.com/1987/05/15/opinion/abread
athomethe-mostcruel.html
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of its involvement in instigating civil disturbances in Nicaragua," as the Reagan

administration "covertly sought to provoke the Sandinista government into cracking down
1T EOO DIl EGBkahwhile] tBeBCbrnOdt Anteilichngesidents continued their

several peace initiatives, and at Tela, Honduras, August 7, 1989, they agreed

requirement that the UScreated and sustained Contras be demobilized and repatriated by
December 5, 1989 (they were not). When President Ortega arrived at a subsequent October

follow-up high level meeting in San José, Costa Rica, there had been sdws&rious

ambushes by Contras of Nicaraguan people registering to vote for the planned February
1990 elections. As a result, Ortega threatened to call off the ceasefire that had been agreed

to at Tela, since the Contras were in grotesque violation of itearms. An infuriated

00AOEAAT O ' AT OCA (878 " OOE DOAI EAAIT U AAI EOOI

i EIl EOAOU O
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November 19, 1987New York Timegolumn, that the Reagan Administration was fearful of
any genuine Central American peace process because in fact: "They want war. That is the
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Brian continues his story:
0&OT 1T .1 OAI ARAO onm OF $AAAT AAO prth

veterans to Nicaragua to determine if the US and its Contra terrorist fighters
were indeed complying withthe Tela Accords to demobilize by December 5.
We discovered that a number of assassinations of FSLN members, and others
perceived as providing leadership in the communities, were continuing to be
murdered on almost a daily basis. Many e€ontras who choseo return

under the agreed upon amnesty were being selected for assassination. On
December 1, excontra Fermin Cardenas was killed in an ambush just north

of Wiwili in Jinotega Department. He had received training in the U.S. several
years ago in North Carlina. In an interview in late 1988 or early 1989, he
stated that Contra commander Enrique Bermudez was directly involved in

APDbPOl OET C 1T PAOAGEI T O OF AAOGOOIT U 5838 AEOEU.

project in the El Cua area, as well as to murder Linder hself. Cardenas also
indicated that Bermudez gave a reward to the Contra who executed Lind€r.

pwyPwh
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village of Susucayan in Nueva Segovia Department. The man executed had
been named bythe USbacked Unidad Nacional Opositora (UN®ational
Opposition Union) to be a local candidate in te upcoming elections. He chose
not to be a UNO candidate, and he was identified as a traitor by the Contras
and removed from his house, tortured and then murdered. We visited a
cooperative near San Ramon, Matagalpa on December 7 and learned that a
man hadrecently been assassinated in a neighboring cooperative.

68 http://www.brianwillson.com/ts-wagedlow-intensitywarfarein-nicaraguaAP story,San Francisco ExamineBeptember. 24, 1988.
69 Noam ChomskyDeterring DemocracyNew York: Random House, 2011), 2890.

70 http://www.brianwillson.com/th@isamericarway-of-war-intentionaikilling -of-civilians-and-civilian-infrastructure/
71iU.S:Waged o6Low Intensityd Warfare in Ni cealecdon OlsservatReegation to o f
Ni caragua, November 3tp://viwo.briarevitlsemcbne/ts-wagedlow-irtedsgyavarfarein-nicaragua/
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evening before at a cooperative near the neighboring city of Jinotega. Several
people were killed and wounded, and some fadiies were destroyed. While

in San Pedro De Lovago on December 9, a public transport vehicle was blown
up by a mine on the public road, killing or wounding over 20 civilians. On
December 13 we traveled from Esteli to Quilali to visit the 1988 Lépez
ambushsite where 18 compesinos had been murdered. Heavy Contra activity
on and along the road from Palacagtina and San Juan Telpaneca in Madriz
Department forced us to travel the longer, more northern route to Quilali.

05838 2AAT 11T AEOOAT Adinglatihk eéEbfBrg Ever9) x AOA
other day providing the Contras with regular photographic intelligence of
positions of Nicaraguan army units and transportation patterns. Several
flights occurred in December tracked by Nicaraguan radar.

Matagalpa. After hearing their stories over several hours we estlmated that

these 75 mothers experienced a collective loss of nearly 300 family members

due to Contra terrorism during the war. One mother had lst 22 family

members, having only her mother left. They expressed in powerful ways that

OEAU EAA OOAEAAOAA ATi1 OCE8 O(ix AAT UTO

DbAAAA8SG 7ET AT A EI xEAO TATTAO xEIT xA

suffering, and vision of those mothers? If we can feel the suffering within us,

that it is our suffering as well, and feel the vision within us, that it is our

vision as well, then we will be motivated to act in ways we are not even

AxAOA T £ UAOS8O

Another source of funding fo the Contras derived from narcotics trafficking. In US

Senator* T ET  + AOOUGS O -1890,d&ddickly AoBdudied @ gutgyinvestigation of
2AACAT 60 AT OAOO A-gaEied iBeQal Cohtra E@okists inMieadkagud A O E

through proceeds fromA OO C OOAAZEAEET ¢ O1 AAO OEA ALT AE
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In 1996, investigative journalist Gary Webb revealed a sordid history of cocaine
smuggling by the Nicaraguan Contras in a series of articles published in tBan José
Mercury Newslater to be told in his exhaustive reportDark Alliance’ For more than a
decade a San Francisco Bay area drug ring sold tons of crack cocaine to Los Angeles street
gangs which funneled millions in drug profits to the ClAacked Nicaraguan Contra
terrorists. US officials were aware of this network and did little or nothing to stoptj and
2AACAT 80 1T AOGETT Al 3AAOOEOU #1 01 AEl EAAAAA
protect the drug trafficking from public exposure. Webb examined thousands of pages of
once secret documents of the CIA, FBI, DEA, and Los Angeles police Depaitnae from
the Iran-Contra investigation.

72 Senate Foreign Relations Subcommifsport on Terrorism, Narcotics and International Operations, Drugs, Law Enforcement and Foreign
Policy, 100th Cong., 2d Sess, December 1988, 41 (Washington, DC: GPO, 1989). It was popularly termed the Kerry Committee.
73 GaryWebb,Dark Alliance: The CIA, The Contras, and the Crack Cocaine Expld@biew York: Seven Stories Press, 1998).
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In a June 11, 1989MNew York Timesrticle, "Bush Pressing Congress to Permit CIA Role
in Nicaragua Elections," a State Department official was quoted as saying, "We want to keep
the Sandinistas guessing.” This flects the arrogance, interventionist attitude and sadistic
nature of U.S. foreign policy directed to Nicaragu4.

By 1990, theUSadministration had spent nearly onebillion dollars in unsuccessful
efforts to overthrow the Sandinista government through is three-pronged approach: (1)
£O0T AET ¢ AT A AEOAAOETI ¢ OEA TAOQGEITTAI #1100A O, 1
(2) enforcing a harsh economic embargo while blocking international loans, and (3)
sabotaging genuine democratic elections. Over 30,0@itizens had been murdered, with
many more maimed, including thousands of amputees, and even more displaced.

The Neoliberal Period

In 1990, the USbacked UNO and its presidential candidate, Violeta Chamorro, won the

AT AAGET 1T ACAET OO0 Dénelforteyd Noad ChorAshyl cénimdnied hdi the
EAAOACOAT DPAI BPI A xAOA OI GET ¢ OxEOE A c¢O1 Oi

the war if it won the elections. The 1990 turnover of power from the FSLN to the UNO is the
only known case in the worltl of a government that took power through armed struggle
peacefully turning over that power through electoral means. After the electoral defeat of
the Sandinistas in 1990, former land owners returned to Nicaragua from the USA. They
began to take back theiformer estates through legal and less than legal maneuvering,
AOEOET ¢ I ATU OOOAI DPATPIA T £& OEA 1 AT A OEAU E.
OAEI O0i 6 AO EO AAAAT A ETiTxTh 1AEDO 1 AT U EOT AOAA
1990s and early2000s.

During the three presidential periods from 1990 to 2006, the Nicaraguan government

OAEI T 1 OAODPITOEAT A &£ O PAUET ¢ OAAKmbsD@®the AT A A,
cost of education on to parents. By 1996, 34 per cent of the population was considered

illiterate, while half a million children and teenagers were outside the school system, in a

country with a total population of 6 million people’. Nicaragia became the second poorest

country of the western hemisphere, after Haiti, as international aid and remittances from

Nicaraguan citizens living abroad became the pillars of the economThe 2006 Central

American Free Trade Agreement, signed by Centraim&rican countries as well as the

51 EOAA 30AO0AOh 1T PAT AA OEA AT 1T O OlownédmdtleA OOAAA
AAAOT OEAO Oi OAEA AAOAT OACA T &£ . EAAOACOABO AE
(T xAOAOR OEA O11 00 AAyRB0AsMaESs nbt&mplyEdungontestadd AT A A,
top-down process; on the contrary, student movements shut down Managua for several

months protesting against budget cuts, and rural workers virtually occupied state farms on

74RobertBwPemrRrd@issing Congress to Permit C. 1. A. Rol e in Nicaragua EI e
75U. Hanemann,@06) fANi caragua6s Literacy Campaignodo paper ldtearyforkifei oned f or
Hamburg: UNESCO Institute for Education.

UNDP (1998) Human Development Report 1998, New York: UNDP.

76J.C. Boning (2016)Globalizacién da CentroamericanaManagua: Alcaldia de Managua.
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the cusp of being privatized, creating coogratives and a bottomup process of land
reform ™.

Prior to the scheduled February 1990 national election, President Bush informed the
Nicaraguan people in no uncertain terms, that if they chose not to vote for the {48lected
candidate, Violetta Chamorrofor their president, the vicious US war and economic
embargo would continue. The US spent nearly $50 million creating the UNO Party
specifically for the election of an alternative to the FSLR.The Sandinistas understandably
lost as the people were exhau®& A A£O0T I xAOh AT A A 111 xAA 00AOEA
suggestion. Chamorro was the fifth of the Chamorro family dynasty to serve as President of
Nicaragua in the Twentieth Century. But the Sandinistas were devastated.

More details from Brian:

O) EAA énflodiich Absekvér at the February 25, 1990 elections,
monitoring in three small indigenous communities northwest of Puerto
Cabezas near the Atlantic Coast. Having no electricity, | observed with others
the hand counting of ballots by candlelight into tle early morning hours of
February 26. Mechanically, the process seemed fair with observers
representing the different parties. Later in the day the national results
revealed about 55 percent for UNO/Chamorro, and 41 percent for
FSLN/Ortega. Though terriblydisappointed in the results, | understood that
the Nicaragua people were voting with a gun pointed at their head since
President Bush had warned the Nicaraguans that a vote for Ortega translated
into continued war and economic deprivation. The mechanicadrocess
appeared fair, but the national political context controlled by the US made it
impossible for Nicaragua to facilitate a process that would reveal genuinely
honest voter sentiments.
O7TEAT AAPAOOEIT ¢ AOiIiI .EAAOACOA &I O OEA 53
gentleman sitting next to me on the plane was on his last trip as the
Sandinista government representative to Europe for Nicaraguan coffee sales.
In good English, he sadly shared with me something | have never forgotten:
0) 0 EO A OEAI A COEHAA G 3 GEOOH Ixx A3 AMITITOO0T 1 88 !
accelerating down the runway lifting into the air, | found myself sobbing,
xIT T AAROET C xEAOEAO ) xiI Ol A AOGAO OAA . EAAOAC
The results brought welcome, celebratory relief for the wealthy Nicaraguan rightving
and comfortable US investors. They could have their rich playground back. Privatization of
services and infrastructure for profit was restored at the expense of the vast majority of the
Nicaraguan people. Most of the gains of the revolution, in educatiphealthcare, gender
equity, etc., were to be reversed.

In subsequent elections in 1996 and 2002, candidates of the Constitutionalist Liberal
Party (Arnoldo Aleman, 19972002, Enrique Bolanos, 2002007) defeated efforts by the
FSLN (Ortega) to regain th@residency.Wikileakscables reveal that the US continued its
efforts to block any reemergence of the Sandinistas, and make clear that if the FSLN had

77B. Wil son, (2013) fABreaking the chai ns Envioonieftane Planoings: 3582609 and f ar mwo
http://dx.doi.org/10.1068/a46262
78 http://www.brianwillson.com/hovthe-u-s-purchasedhe-1990nicaragueelections/
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won, the US threatened to curtail investments, to renew economic sanctions, and to
eliminate remittancesfrom the US. Before Bolanos left power at the end of 2006, his
administration passed a draconian antiabortion law banning the practice in all
circumstances. This horrible policy is often blamed solely on the FSLN, which regained
political power in 2007. The FSLN won subsequent elections in 2011 and 2016, much to the
chagrin of the US.

The Second Phase of the Sandinista Revolution

After coming in second in three consecutive presidential elections, Daniel Ortega beat
all other candidates with 38 per cent 6the vote in 2006 and returned to the presidency in
2007 after 17 years. The incoming Sandinistéed coalition created a National Unity and
2AAT 1 AEI EAOETT .52 Cci OAOT i A1 6h xEOE OI T CAT O
and actions of solidarit 86 7 EOQOEET EOO AAOAT T PIi AT O Pl AT 6h OF
major role, guiding diverse policies, including the renewed literacy campaigns, and the
reconstruction of public education and public health care, among other key are&5Social
infrastOOAOOOAR ET Al OAET ¢ OT AAOh DPAOEOh AZ£AOI A0OGGE I
homes in each municipality of the country, has been the hallmark of the NUR government.
One of the first laws related to the food sector to be enacted by the returningri&nista
government was Law 693, the Law of Food and Nutritional Sovereignty and Security of
2009. This law, the goal of several years of social movement articulation and lobbying,
declared food sovereignty and security to be the responsibility of the Sttto be carried
out in collaboration with territorial and social actors®’. Aside from Law 693, there are
several recent laws that contribute to the argument that food sovereignty is a legitimate
analytical lens for understanding Nicaraguan food and agrictural social processes. Law
717 mandates the creation of a fund for purchasing land for distribution to women
peasants. Law 765, the Law to Foment Agroecological and Organic Production, establishes
norms for agroecological production and the capacity for mmicipalities to create local
ordinances to foment agroecology. New state entities, such as the Ministry of the Family,
Community, Cooperative and Associative Economy, have become spaces for promoting
small-scale farmers and food producers through fairs¥O1 AOO8 | AdoEns,@®h | EAOI
training .
These policies have contributed to Nicaragua having among the highest rates of
economic growth in Latin America between 2007 and 2018. Nicaragua has the highest
human development index score in Latin America, @has been considered the country
with the greatest level of gender equality in the region. In 2007, Nicaragua became part of
the Bolivarian Alliance of the Peoples of Our America (ALBA), a group of nations seeking a
regional integration based on principles of complementarity and respect for socioeconomic
models that seek alternatives to capitalist development. For nearly a decade, Venezuela

79 National Human Development Plan of Aliagua(PNDH), (2012), Plan Nacional de Desarrollo humano Actualizadoi2015.Available at
http://www.pndh.gob.ni/

80S. Araujo, and W. Godek, (2014) fAOpportunities and ahagluteanpngesnfor |
n.c.s lambek, P. claeys, A. Wong and I. Brilmayer (e&&)hinking Food Systems: Structural Challenges, New Steategd the Lawpp. 53

74, London: Springer.

81 Orlando NufieSoto. (20155andinismo y Socialismdanagua: Fondo cultural Dario y Sandino.
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contributed petroleum and loans to Nicaragua, providing a crucial initial investment for the
economy of smalscale poducers, while Cuban doctors provided diverse health services.

There is no doubt that the US Government has long been hostile to the ALBA alliance,
with particularly violent postures toward Cuba and Venezuela. Until 2016, the official US
stance on Nicaraga was not as aggressive, and the Nicaraguan government avoided the
EETAO T £ pOAT EA Al AGEAO xEOE 51 EOAA 30A0A08 E
AOAAT 060 2AZAAT #1 OOAAR AT A "1 1 EOEAGO %OI -1
strategy. On thepart of the Nicaraguan Sandinista government, it is clear that avoiding
conflict with the US is a basic need for governing the country, as evidenced by nearly two
hundred years of history. Additionally, the unhealed wounds of the Contra war require a
permanent emphasis on peace and reconciliation on its part, which would be incompatible
with heightened anti-US discourse. However, it is not immediately clear why the United
States did not act more decisively against the FSLN government until 2018, althougisi
likely that the continental geopolitical situation had deteriorated for leftist governments
since the 2013 death of Hugo Chavez and, with that decline, the opportunity finally opened
up for US imperialism.

Since at least 2010, examining Wikileaks cadd, Department of State memos, NED,
USAID budgets and documents seized in arrests of 2018 coup suspects, it is clear the US has
expended perhaps as much as $200 million to oust the Orte¢ged Sandinista government.
Depressed over the 2006 Sandinista elec®Al OEAOI OUh OEA 53 EAO EAA
achievement in an immediate future of a government akin to the interest of the US
ci OAoT 1 AT 6ho O1T OAI EAT AGA OEA ' ,"1 11 O0ATAT O £
ATTAEOETT O A& O O ANafdnal Defmécratic htigité, orle of fourggre
entities of the NED) 2013 memorandum, identified four lines of attack in a strategy to

media war; (3) unification of the opposition; and (4) strengthening civil society

I OCAT EUAOQET 1 Oh DPOAPAOEI] c A OAT 6P Adi OAOD ACAET
have been preparing the conditions for a coup from since at least 2013. Their efforts

culminated in the April z July2018 coup attempt, unsuccessfully as it turned out.
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What Really Happened in Nicaragua in 2018: Myth and
Fact
By Barbara Larcom

We all can agree on at least one thing: what happened in Nicaragua in 2018 was
heartbreaking. We may disagree about the numbers, or the source of the tragedy. But the
loss of lifez the numerous injuriesz the acts of crueltyz the psychological traumaz the
AAOOOOAOQET T 1 £ pfeidévasthtiof thereGAdmiz thdsé Hav@ had
lasting effects on the Nicaraguan people and others who love them.

Can Nicaragua move forward from these events? An important step in healing will be
for all of us toseek the truth together. For a moment, please set aside what you think you
know about the conflict in Nicaragua. Examine carefully the facts and arguments presented
below. While not comprehensive, they are adequate to prompt a thinking person to
guestion deeply what really occurred. Also please ask yourself, what might be the motives
of the various actors involved? Does it make sense that they would act in a particular way,
given their position?

This chapter is a brief summary ofour common claims aboutthe crisis in Nicaraguaz
claims which are demonstrably false. Each of these myths is countered by selected facts and

arguments. You may explore the details in richer depth by delving into the other chapters
of this reader.

MYTH #1: The crisis beginning in April 2018 was a spontaneous uprising by ordinary
people (see, for example, an article i€ounterpunch)

FACT #1: The crisis was deliberately manufactur ed, with years of planning in some
sectors, by groups opposed to the Nicaraguan government; and chaos was created by
a massive, intentional dissemination of rumors and lies as well as criminal activity.

The US government and Nicaraguan NGOs:Over a periodof years, the United States
EAO &£01 AAA OOAETEIC & O OAAI T AOAAU AT A EOI Al
groups opposed to the Sandinista government. In 2017 alone, Nicaragua civil society
organizations and media companies received ovet31 million from USAID, of which $14.5
million was focused on two categories of spendingOCT OAOT i AT 6 AT A AEOEI
OAT 1T £ EAOh PAAAA AT A OAAOOEOUS8OG

Imagine the impact of this spending in a small, poor country of onlg.2 million people:
the US populationis over 52 timesits size, and the average salary in the United States is
about 5.5 timeshigher than in Nicaragua. Taking those two multiples into account, $14.5
million would be the equivalent of over $4.1 billion if it were targeted agroups in the US.

"O0O0 AOGAT OET OA 101 OEPI AO O1 AAOOOAOA OEA Ei PAA

compare. Over 8% of the populatio$? subsists only on the food they grow on small family

82 Assuming an averadeusehold sizef 4.9
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farms, with an additional 9% growing only enough food t@ell some of the surplu$3 Still
more Nicaraguans subsist in the informal sector in towns and cities. Thus, a significant
percentage of the Nicaraguan populatiog salaried and unsalariedz is economically
vulnerable in ordinary times. Additional econonic pressure such as US sanctions could
have a catastrophic effect on their lives.

International readers might ask yourselves how you would like foreign interference in
the functioning of your economy and the selection of your political leaders. Yetddiragua
has regularly suffered such interference from the US.

The work of the US National Endowment for Democracy (NED) also deserves careful
attention. NED is historically affiliated with the US Central Intelligence Agency (CIA), and
was created (accordigto co£l OT AAOh 11 AT 7AET OOGAET q O1 OAIl
b O E O A DArindtis= dloody Contra war in Nicaragua, NED gave rougtiy5.8 million
dollars to anti-Sandinista opposition groups from 19841990. In the crisis of 2018, even
critics of the Nicaraguan government admitted that the NED hddid the groundwork for
insurrection through financial support to the opposition. Between 2014 and 2018, NED
gave over $4 million to various civic organizations.
. %3860 OEAO O1 OEA Ul OOE 11 OAI AT O (M@pin AT O1T Al
Nicaragua wascreated and funded by the National Democratic Institute (NDIWhich is an
arm of NED; and the general secretary of the student MCJ is also coordinator in Nicaragua
of the NDI.

The role of COSEP Two protests in March and April 2018, preceding the outbreak of
violence, were carried out on questionable bases by pems with little or no vested interest
in the issues. The first of these laid blame on the government for not responding effectively
to protect the remote Indio Maiz biological reserve from a wildfire, even thougarmy units,
helicopters, and otherpersonnel and equipment were used. There was evidence that the
fire was started by someone using a slasand-burn farming technique. Neighboring cattle
ranches had also wanted to expand into parts of the reserve. No attention, however, was
focused on these details.

83 World Bank reportpage 46
84 Engdahl, F. William.Manifest Destiny: Democracy as Cognitive Dissonantesbaden, Germany: mine.Books, 2018.
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The second and larger protest accused the Nicaraguan government of unilateral
changes to the social security (INSS) system, unfairly cuttifgenefits to the elderly while
requiring workers to make larger contributions. In fact, this accusation turned the truth
upside down; it was the largebusiness sector that wanted to cut benefits.

The government had been meeting for over a year with the teme Council of Private
Businesses (COSEP) and labor unions in an effort to keep the INSS system solvigm.
large-business sector supported tharaconian changegroposed by the International
Monetary Fund (IMF): to eliminate the Christmas bonus/18 month salary, reduce
pensions, increase the retirement age from 60 to 65, and double thember of weeks
worked before qualifying for benefits (750 to 1,500), as well as to privatize hospitals and
clinics.

Instead, President Daniel Ortega proposed changelsa Gacetapages 23) that would
cause less hardship for Nicaraguan workers: small increases in contributions from
employees (a 0.75% increaseand the government (1.75%), with a larger increase for
employers (3.5%). Ortega also proposed a 5% contribution from each retiree pensian
order to provide INSS health care benefits for those receiving only a hgdénsion; this
would aid those who had not paid into the system for the required amount of time,
including family survivors of combatants on both sides of the 1980s Contra WarOBD A CA 8 O
POl Bi OAT A1 01 Al EI ET1 AOCAA OEA OAAEITET Co Al1T1 xE
portion of their salary into the social security fund.
What was most damaging to the Nicaraguan government was that both corporate and
social media misrepred T OAA / OOACAS6 O ) . 3 Xinbther vilofd§) dsiwhah O OA C ¢
the IMF wantedz when the exact opposite was true. This was the start of a misinformation
campaign by the opposition.

&AAET ¢ OAAAI AEOCOAT O T pPiI 1T AT OOh iwEmke. EAAOACO
principle of maintaining benefits for workers. COSEP then walked out of the negotiations
and,together with non-governmental organizationdh A AT 1 AA &£ O PO OAOG0OO A
reforms, urging workers to march in the streetsalong with students from private
universities.

In other words, the business sector called for street protests, ostensibly on behalf of
OEAEO x1 OEA0OOS6 xAl #ZAOARh xEET A ET AAAO OEAU xA
a proposal that wauld have hurt workers. It is also noteworthy that, while some elderly
persons engaged in protests for a few days, it was students with no direct vested interest in
the issue who came out to protest in large numbers. Why would this occur?

Social media: A coordinated social media campaignbegun immediately and
simultaneously in multiple cities, was launched on the first day of protest (April 18),lang
with thousands of fake profiles and sponsored Facebook ads, and several million WhatsApp
messageg very disproportionate to such a small populationThese distorted the facts
about the actual content of the INSS reforms arfdlsely reported that a student protester at
Central American University (UCA) was killed by police that first day. Outrage at the alleged
student death spread all over saal media and brought more protesters on the second day,
IT xEEAE OEAOA xAOA AAAEOQGEIT T Al ££EAIlI OAzrodebi 000
of them protestersz died on the second day of protests, in different locations. The full story
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#1 OAOACAS8SH
Veronica Gutiérrez was a representative of the student union, UNEN, at Polytechnic
University (UPOLI) while these events were taking place. In a latgrterview , she

Ai1 ZEOI AA  OEAO OEA EAA AAAT AO OEA OI EOAOOEOU

with claims of a student massacre there. On that day, she fielded phone calls to reassure
people that the university was calm; and she and others began contacting a roster of UPOLI
students to make sure they were OK. They were able to confirm that no UPOLI student had
died. Upon reflection, she later concluded that the sequence of events had been a political
manipulation, with the opposition focus rapidly changing from Indio Maiz, to INSS reforms,
to deaths blamed on the government, to the need for new elections.

Protest build -up: Suddenly, during the first day or two of widespread protest, large
numbers of mortars were also available and in use, even though these ssdhle firearms
cost about $3 each and were not affordable in any quantity for everyday Nicaraguans. Some
people began asking, what was the source of so many mortars on short notice?

Early in the April crisis, those in opposition to the government also began constructing
tranques or roadblocks, to obstruct streets and highways, using whatever materials were at
hand.Often these wereadoquiney I OEAOxEOA ET T xT AO 03111 UA
interlocking blocks which could be pulled up from the highway and stacked to create a
blockade. Citizen creation of such roadblocks had occurred every so often, historically, in
response to a government action or administration.

Criminal gangs: In the current situation, however, it became apparent that something
was different. More and more roadblocks were created over time; yet often they were not
operated or guarded by ordinary Nicarguan citizens, acting in protest, but rather by
criminal elements. In some cases, opportunists were looking to extort those needing to pass
through; in others, they were pad by opposition leaders to control the roadblocks. A later
section of this chapter will cover in more depth the many violent crimes at the roadblocks.

The use ofcriminal gangs to create chaos to overthrow governmentsas been
documented in other Latin American countrieg and in Nicaragua itself in the past. During
the Contra War of the 1980s, US agencies secretly armed the Contras via tradéh known
Honduran drug lords with connections in Contra camps. Similarly, according to witnesses
and the police, some leaders in the more recent violence in Nicaragua were gang members
from El Salvador; they came to Nicaragua to mingle with antjovernment protesters, with
the apparent motive of opening Nicaragua to drug activities which the Ortega
administration had managed to keep to a minimum. Aise in gang and criminal activitywas
noted, starting shortly before and continuing into the April protests.

HEOEOOEAT - AT AT UAR AEA 06 E Buke®bylpolick foliowiligx T C

alleged criminal operations with his gang members at Polytechnic University (UPOLI) in
ManaguaRadio ABC he corfessed to an ongoing criminal connection with the following
four leaders of civil society:

(a) Felix Maradiaga has historically portrayed himself as a promoter of peace and
democracy. He is director of the Institute for Strategic Studies and Public Polisie
(IEEPP), which received at leas$260,000 from NEDin the period 2014-2018. During
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the protests, Maradiaga went to Washington to denounce alleged Nicaraguan
govemment repression at a meeting of officials of the Organization of American States.

(b) Luciano Garcia is the president ofHagame Democracih 1 O , A0 O - AEA
Democracy, a network of reporters and activists. This organization is tHargest
recipient of NED funding receiving over $525,000 irgrants since 2014. Luciano Garcia
EAO OADPT OOAAT U AAAI AOCAA OEAO / OOACA EAO OOOI
demanded his immediate resignation.

(c) Hugo Torres is a retired army general who became an opposition leader.

(d) Moises Hassan Morales is a former member of the FSLN governing junta and
former mayor of Managua. He left the FSLN in 1988.

According toRadio ABC alias Viper sated that Maradiaga and Torres came to UPOLI to
CEOA 1T 1TTAU OI A CcOl Obp A& qQAAEDYABRRAAEIAQUX AO | AL (
buy arms and drugs and to perform acts of terrorism.
In another video interview, alias Viper stated that Maradiaga came to UPOLI multiple
times, mostly to meet with the people he oversaw directly. Viper met with him only once,
when Maradiaga distributed a paper explaining that the purpose of their activitiegas to
create chaos. Viper also said that Maradiaga and Garcia provided arms to another man, Pio
Arellano, who distributed them further, as part of the plan for chaos creation. All of
- AOAAEACAGO OEOGEOO O 50/ ,) O 1 Eemixged@idoh ET x AO
included in the video interview), showing Maradiaga at UPOLI with Pio Arellano who was
brandishing a handgun. Maradiaga was reportedly not sighted at UPOLI after that.

A bench warrant was issued for Maradiaga and Pio Arellano in September; at that
point, Maradiaga had been in the US since July and he has not returned to Nicaragua since.

Government attempts at resolut ion: Throughout this period, the government tried
various approaches to understand and/or resolve the crisis. President Ortega called for a
national dialogue among various sectors of society. He asked the Nicaraguan Conference of
Catholic Bishops (CEN) tbe mediators in the national dialogue, anthey agreed(see
below).

Another approach was theCommission for Truth, Justice and Pea¢€VJP), authorized
on April 29 in a special session of the Nicaraguan legislature with a vote of 74 to O (the
Liberal party did not participate). The CVJP was approved to wofor the following three
i7T1T OEOh xEOE A OOAOAA T EOGOEIT O OO1 AAOOOAT
=

AARAAOEO OEAO EAOA 1T AAOOOAA ET . EAAOACOA O
May 6, was composed of five, highly respected Miaguans:

(a) Fr. Francisco Molina Oliu , Franciscan priest, one of the principal exponents of
liberation theology in Nicaragua; formerly priest at Santa Maria de los Angeles, which
OAOOGAA AO A c¢cbPAT PI A3O AEOOAESG ET IdNidsb Ocdtdrj - AT A

(b) Dr. Mirna Cunningham , Miskita feminist and indigenous rightsactivist; first
Miskito/a doctor in Nicaragua; first woman governor of the autonomous region after the
Sandinista Revolution; 2011- 2012, Chair of thePermanent Forum on Indigenous Issuesf
the UN; president of theAssaociationfor Women's Rights in Developmen{AWID); vice
president and founding member of the Indigenous Initiative for Peace with Nobel Prize
laureate Rigoberta Menchu; board member, World Women's Fund,;

A
A A
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(c) Jaime Lopez Lowery, vice rector of the public National Aubnomous University of
Nicaragua (UNAN) in Managua;

(d) Adolfo Jarquin, UnderAttorney for Human Rights;

(e) Cairo Amador , academic and intellectual; brother of the founder of the FSLN,
Carlos Fonseca.
C O4EA #i i1 EOOETT A O 400 dtaids, ard Gk i telyoh 0 AAA
OEAO Uil O6o0A AT i bl AOAI U AOAA O @AistavdBokasAT OOAOD
president of the legislature.

Also, on May 4Nicaragua's Public Prosecutor's Office launched an investigation into
the protests and deaths. "We will start a formal and responsible investigation into the loss
of life of students and national police,%aid Prosecutor Ines Miranda.

Students and non -students: The first session of the national dialogue was held on
May 16. President Ortega amhVice President Murillo attended along with representatives of
the national university system, labor unions, and the opposition Civic Alliance for Justice
AT A $AiTAOAAUR AT i DI OAA T &£ #/3%0h OADOAOAT OAO
student movement representatives.A list of major players can be foundhere.
)T OOAAA T &£ A AEAIT T COAh EIT xAOAOh T AT U OOOAAT (
- OOA A OA OA 6ndMdaillo/eaddell é\roofn. During the discussion, student leader
Lesther Aleman made an impassionegpeech accusing Ortega of presiding over genocide.
He added that the students were not preent to engage in dialogue; rather, they were
demanding a ceasdire and the resignation of Ortega and Murillo.

Not all students were making these demands. Leonel Morales, a student at UPOLI and a
representative of the student union UNENspoke out in protestof the takeover of his
university by non-students, and of the roadblocks creating violence and chaos. He would
pay dearlyfor his public comments, in an event detailed later in this chapter.

In early June 2018, three Nicaraguan universitgtudents traveled to Washingtornto
lobby US g@ernment officials for help in their fight against the Ortega administration. They
were accompaniedoy Migueliuth Sandoval, the widow of journalist Angel Gahona who had
been slain on April 21 (allegedly by the police, but later shown to be by two local prinals
as explained here, irEnglishand Spanish). Their trip was sponsored by Freedom House, a
right-wing advocacy group with U§jovernment funding. While in DC, they met and posed
for photos with ultra-conservative Senators Ted Cruz and Marco Rubio and Representative
lleana RosLehtinen, author of theNICA Actapplying sanctions to FSLN officials and to the
Nicaraguan economy. They also met with top officials in the State Department and USAID.
In all these meetings, thewrged that US sanctions be applied to six key Nicaraguan leaders
and that the US push for Nicaraguan presidential elections, scheduled for 2021, to be
moved forward.

Some student representatives, however, who had been active in theopests and the
national dialogue, disapproved of this junket to DC. Harley Morales, leader of one of five
student movements in the university coalition told the newspaper El Faradhat he was
appalled:

O4EAO OOEDP xAO OAOU OOOAT CAh xA AOA OAOU
our representative. When we planned it, there were already many actors who
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wanted to intervene in the agenda. That happened from the beginning. | mean
organizations, opposition politicians, some more to the right... This trip was
financed from the United States (Freedom Foundation) and an agenda was
imposed on them, and that is terrible. It was they who decided which students
xT Ol A C1 88
O07A EAAOO AARBMO OEAO OEAU xI1 O1 A AOOAT A Ot
We didn't know about the meetings with Ted Cruz, lleana Ros or Marco Rubio. We
AOA OAOU AEOOAOEOAZEAA xEOE OEAO0O88 4EAU AEA
i AAGET ¢c088 11 OEA \istrMdveks ati@hakefs  ChilErdndA A A

DT 1 EOEAEAT Oh AOOET AOOI AT 886

Meanwhile, unrest was rife at various public universities in Nicaragua, and two of these
were seized and taken over. Evidence of deliberate deceit came to light concerning some
student protesters, in connection with the criminal gangs already mentioned. One example
is Dania Valeska, a student at UNAN in Managua, who with others was involved in the
seizure and takeover of that public university. She was videotaped bidding@arful good-
by to her mother while supposedly facing death hiding behind a barricade during an
extended gunfight; the story is told in more detail in the chapter on the media, referred to
previously.

Valeskawas later arrested and gaveestimony about the occupation of the university
by several gangs, who were stratified in their roles, power, and access to locations within
the canpus. In the takeover, representatives of UNEN, the student union, were driven out of
the building, and the few remaining student protesters (including Valeska) were restricted
to limited roles including crimes such as theft.

01 AAGA T AOA OOA oraldkihghé Eedimady td thAd pdlidel She does not
appear threatened in any way, even though she later claimed that the police were pointing
guns at her.

A similar seizure and takeover took place at Polytechnic University (UPOLI) in
Managua. In the saméterview previously mentioned, UPOLI student Verdnica Gutiérrez
discussed the deception of students which occurred during the first days of protest, with
heavily armed nonstudents controlling the third floor of her university. She was a UNEN
representative at her school and later participated in the national dialogue.

Additional details about UPOLI were provided by the arrested criminal alias Viper,
mentioned earlier, who_confessedhis connections to his own gang and to organized crime
more widely. Viper used UPOLI as a meeting site, reportedly bringing in as many as 35
persons with arms, making Molotov cocktails, and urging theoyth to attack symbols of the
government in order to create chaos.The third floor was off-limits to those occupying the
university, except for the gang; some captured victims were reportedly tortured on the
third floor.

The role of the MRS: Dania Valesi &eStimony also included information about the
MRS (Movimiento Renovador Sandinista), a political organization and a former political
party which opposes the FSLN governmen¥/aleska stated that, during the occupation of
the UNAN, she operated alongside a young woman whose first name she provided,
Yesbeling, aka Pancha. Pancha reportedly held relvel authority among those who took
over the university; she told Valeska andthers that she was in regular contact with Dora
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Maria Tellez, MRS founder, and received funds from Tellez intended for use by those
occupying the UNAN. Those at the bottom of the hierarchy of occupiers, like Valeska, did
not see much benefit from these fuds, complaining of a lack of food and water, while there
was allegedly skimming and pilfering at upper levels.

There is also evidence of MRS involvement with the takeover of UPOLI. Veronica
Gutiérrez, Leonel Morales, and other UNEN and labor representats/beld apress
conferenceon April 26, denouncing the takeover of their university by norstudents, and
stating that they were being funded by MRS, which was allegedly bringing arms, clothing,
and food to these nomrstudents. Students reported seeing various MRS leaders at UPOLI
during this period, e.g., Victor Hugo Tinoco, meeting with those holding higavel positions
in the occupation.

The role of the Catholic Church hierarchy: Church leadeplayed a crucial role during
the crisis, and they were far from impartial. In their Sunday masses, several supported the
collective opposition to the government, the Civic Alliance. Moreover, in a private meeting
in early June, the Nicaraguan Conferencd Catholic Bishops (CEN) handed Daniel Ortega a
letter OOEDOI AOET ¢ AT TAEOQOETT O OEAO 1 6600 AA 1 AON Al
Esteli,publicly called on President Ortega to resigrnwarning that otherwise he or his family
could be killed. Thus, these Catholic leaders placed tingelves in a situation in which they
had a serious conflict of interest.
In particular, Monsignor BaezOAT AOCAA AO OEA EAAA 1 £ OEA | bt
AT i1 AT AET ¢ POAOGAT AA 1T 6GAO O1T AEAI [T AAEA8S (A AO
AAOxAAT OEA OITAO T &£ I AAREAOT O AT A AAEAT AAO8 O
mediators of a dialogue does natnake us neutral before injustice, before human rights
OET 1 AOET T Oh AAZE OA OEA AARAAOE 1T &£ ET11AAT OOho E.
00OAOGEAAT O 1 OOACA AEAT CAA EEO AOOEOOAA OI xAO/
xAOA T AAEAOI OOh AOO 11 ho E-AcoiphlEtars théyved U x AOA
part of the plan with the coupbi1 T OOAO0O086 (A Al 01 OAEOOAA A DPOT !
up the 2021 elections to 2019.
The Eebruary 5, 2019 reportby the Commission for Truth, Justice, and Peace (CVJP)
included this comment (page 57):
O4EOI OCEI 00 OEA xEI 1 A POI AAOOh AAOOAET A
perform two roles at the same time: that of mediators and that of defenders and

DOl i 1T OAOO T £ OEA OAAOT O 1T HPI OAA O1 OEA cicC
consequences. The language of some bishops radicalized people and inflamed
tempers, and even led to strong d@isions in the CatholicAT | | OT EOU8

In some instances, ordinary people grew upset with church leaders, when they
perceived the leaders as not defending them, in favor of others. An example of that was in
Diriamba in July 2018 Senior Catholic clergy, including Monsignor Baez, traveled an hour

AOT 1 - AT ACOA O $EOEAI AA O OAOCAOGA A cwd Obp 1 &
allegedly trapped in the basilica. Upon arrival, they were accosted by an angry crowd
AAITTETC OEAI 1 OOAAOAOO8 -11OECIT O "UAUBO OEEO

Why did this happen? Because people had just retaken their local church whichdha
been under the control of the opposition and criminal elements. As described ihis song
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and other sources the people discoveed acache of weaponsn the church, stored there
with permission. A large amount of medical supplies pilfered from the local health center
was also found. At least one person had been kidnapgpand held for several days in the
church until people rescued him. And finally, the residents of Diriamblaad just endured
over amonth of violenceat local roadblocksz and no priest or bishop had ever coméo
check on their weltbeing. While word of Monsigh O " UAU8 O [T ET T O ETI EOGOU O
world, the underlying causes received no such attention; and the angry crowd was
i EOT A ipdkailittries8 6
&1 O I TOA 11 OEA AEOOAEGSO OI 1 Ah OAA OEA AEAD(
AEAEO 211 A ET .EAAOACOAB8O0 #OOOAT O o011 EOEAAI #
To summarize: Several sectors have been identified for their longéerm involvement
NOEEO OAAI ET ClI U OOAAAT OOPOEOEI ¢do6 OEA 53 ¢i O
of Congress, and the NICA Act; NGOs and a youth movement funded by NED and USAID; the
large-business sector, represented by COSEP; criminal gangs; some university studgtite
Movimiento Renovador Sandinista (MRS); and the hierarchy of the Catholic Church.

MYTH #2: The protesters were peaceful (see, for example, this article iThe
Atlantic.)

FACT #2: While some protesters were indeed peaceful, a fundamental
underpinning of the crisis was violence carried out by groups in opposition to
the government.

Some evidence of violence by the opposition was provided the previous
section, but there is much more. A few additional examples of opposition violence
will be given here, with many more details provided in other chapters of this reader.
Attempted murder: 50/, ) OOOAAT O 6 AneivibvEahdher OOET OOAUS O
participation in a press conferencewere previously mentioned. Her friend Leonel Morales,
another UNEN representative, also spoke ostrongly at the color="#000000">press
conference, and later at thenational dialogue, against the takeover of the universityoy non-
students and the MRS funding of arms brought into the UPOLI. In retaliation, he was
targeted by criminal gangs. TheydraggedEEI &£0T I EEO CEOI £AOEAT A8 O EI
him three times, and left him for dead in a ditch on the side of the road. Miraculously, he
was rescued and survived, although he has undergone months of medical treatment.
Speaking from his hospital bed,n this video he appealed to the countryto come together to
bring peace back to Nicaragua.

Murder: Contrary to opposition claims,of the 253 total confirmed deaths connected to
the crisis, 48 were identified as Sandinistas and 22 were police officers. These numbers
may be surprising to some readers, because they are in contrast to the 31 deceased who
belonged to "groups of spontaneo® AA[I T T OOOAOT 0086 &1 O OEA OAIl Al
reportedly no reliable information as to their political affiliation. In total, the deaths of 140
people are attributed to the hundreds of roadblocks raised by the opposition across the

country. (CVJP reportpage 6)

Some weltknown Sandinista figures, sadly, appear to have been murdered because
their support of the FSLNLenin Mendiola, for example, washot and killed by armed
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delinquents participating in an opposition march in Matagalpa on August 11, that began at
the cathedral.

There are other reports, of course, besides the CVJP report, and these claim other
numbers of deaths and circumstances. The CVJP report, however, is thoroughly done, with
detailed information on each deceased person. The same cannot be said about soméef t
other reports.

For more information comparing reports on deaths related to the crisis, see the chapter

Z 0~ £ ~

AT OEOI AA O(Oi AT 2ECEOO ET . EAAOACOAS8G

The burnt out shell of the pré&andinista Nuevo Radio Ya .
The radio station was attacked by armed gangs with
over 20 staff inside who escaped thanks only to the bravery
of police and firefighters who rescued them under fire
from opposition gunmen.

Arson: On the second day of protests, demonstrators algdtacked and burned
government buildings in several cities. Over the next weeks, more municipal offices, public
radio stations, universities, and homes of Sandinistas wetauirned. Granada, Esteli, Masaya,
Ledn, Managua, Tipitapa, Diriamba, and Chinandega were affected, among other places. The
first university student killed, on April 20, was incinerated, the victim of arson at the CUUN
university in Leon (covered in detail by this video inrEnglishand Spanish).

Some in the opposition have claimed that the Nicaraguan government burned its own
buildings. The claim is nonsensical. The country had been tranquil until the protests
erupted. What would be the motive for the government to be so setfestructive?

According to thereport (page 31) published by the Commission for Truth, Justice, and
Peacgg # 6 * 0 Qh AU *fiud per centropmuhicipalifek (80Ut of 153) suffered
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severe damage to public infrastructure for a total amount of almost $28 million. The
municipalities most affected by criminal groups were Masaya (27% of total damage),
MAT ACOA jpwbpqQqh AT A - AOACAI PpanismapdE@mise j ( AOA A0/
summaries.)
Snipers: While the Nicaraguan polce have been accused of firing live bullets at
protesters, there is evidence of nofpolice snipers being used against the protesters and the
Pbi 1l EAA8 &1 O AgAipPiAh 11 -AU onh DPAAAAAEOI -1O0E
snipers. The police were ecused of these murders, but in fact the source of the shots was
not determined, andtwenty police officers themselves suffered gunshot wounds. fecent
documentary (in Englishand Spanish) examines the evidence for what happened that day.

Here is an account written by a US person living with their Nicaraguan family. Personal
details have been removed to protect everyone involved:

0/ 60 1TAECEAT O EAOA 8h xEII xA EAOA ETIT xI
the antiriot police. He told us that the dg the roadblocks/barricades were
OAI T OAA 8h OEAO EA xAO TTA T &£ ¢101 AROY xEI

the police station. There was only one way outWhen they stepped out,
there was a sniper on top of [named] building who was waiting for them and
began picking them off, one byone( A xAO OEA 111U TTA xET xAQ
EAA OF OOU AT A AOAC E BEdewakilldhjaAddhel OO 1T £ EAO
I OEAOO 1 OAEEI U OOOOE O Aiter the@idhting theQwerel AET O ET E
able to capture severapeople. He said many of them were foreign gang
members, mostly from El Salvador.
088(A Al O OAEA OEAO AAOI U 11 ET OEA DO (
fire from protesters and meanwhile, they could see someone firing on the
protesters from behind. He said apart from the rifles, pistols and serious
weapons, even the mortars were getting larger and more sophisticated and
that they were putting glass, nails, and marbles inside thenHe showed me
welts on his legs from being fired at.He said, absolute} that their orders
were to not use live ammunition. He said they used rubber bullets and tear
gas. Not until the decision was made to remove the barricades [in miduly]
AEA OEA A1 OEOEI O Pil EAA OOCA 1 EOA Aiil O1 EOCET
There are other accounts of nospolice snipersinO$ EOI EOQOOET Ger@gerh 4 OOOEN
xEEAE OAOBPITAOG O1 !''i1TAOGOU )1 OAOT AGETTAI 60 £FEAI
Roadblocks : Early in the national dialogue, any hope of reaching agreement was fading
until parties went into closed session at the urgent request of the Bishop of Ledn, Bosco
Vivas Robelo. As a result of the private session, President Ortega agreed to withdraw the
police to their barracks, in exchange for a promise by opposition leaders to start to
negotiate the elimination of roadblocks on the highways and not to build new ones. Sadly,
the opposition did not fulfill their part of the agreement; many more roadblocks were
erected, with armed criminal groups controlling them. Ortega, however, kept his part of the
bargain; police remained in their barracks for several weeks.

In the meantime, unfortunately, in the absence of police, violence spread, especially at
the roadblocks. Opposition groups halted traffic at the roadblocks on major highways for
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over two months; these became areas @eixtreme violenceand crime, including kidnapping,
torture, murder, and even burning people alive. They were often maintained by paid gang
members. Several Catholic bishops, unfortunatglsupported the roadblocks and used
churches tohide weapons and criminals Somepriests were actually present during
tortures.

The roadblocks crippled the economy, not only of Nicaragua, but the surrounding
countries. Over400 truckers from various Central American countries were held at
roadblocks in Jinotepe for over a month, unable to maintain themselves nor to transport
their goods to their destination. Eventually the ambassadors from their countries and
others insisted on a meeting with the pesident of the Nicaraguan legislature, Gustavo
Porras. The situation had turned into an international incident, and the ambassadors
demanded that the Nicaraguan government do something to free the truckers and their
vehicles. Until then, of course, the pade had remained in their barracks at the order of
President Ortega. He decided to send the police to clear the roadblocks, and shortly
afterward the highways were cleared, earningneartfelt thanksfrom the truckers.

Thereport by the Commission for Truth, Justice, and Peace (CVJ&)tains an
extensive analysis of events related to the roadblocks (page 17), as well as testimony from
victims and survivors. This includes the impact of the roadblocks where most of the deaths
occurred and which were used for "illicit activities and the gcessive use of violence to
inflict bodily harm, abuse, rob, humiliate, violate, dominate, torture, destroy or even kill"
(page 21).

Siege of police stations: Police stations in two major cities, Masaya and Jinotepe, were
attackedwith mortars, Molotov cocktails, and gunfire every day fopver a monthas the
police remained in their barracks without retaliating, on orders from President Ortega not
Oi AT T £O01T1T 0O Otelolicd Bra@didon@rid cnGricipadraalbin El Morrito,

Department of Rio San Juan, were attacked by pers firing assault weapons from a
caravan of vehicles; four police officers and a schoolteacher were killed, and nine police
were kidnapped and threatened with death before being released. (A video about this
incident is available inEnglishand Spanish)

Attacks on hospitals, health centers, and ambulances: These physical attacks were
also widespread, as described in this 10pagedocument.

MYTH #3: The Nicaraguan government response to the protests was brutal
(see, for examplethis piece inThe New York Times)

FACT #3:The government was restrained in its response.

Alleged murder of protesters: Groups opposed to the government, as well as certain
human rights organizations, claimed that the government murderedver 300 mostly young
Nicaraguan protesters and injured at least 2,800 more. (See, for example, this piec&lire
Washington Post) There are several factors, however, that make this claim highly
guestionable.

As previously noted, among the 253 persons who losheir lives in events related to
the Nicaraguan crisis, at least as many FSLN and government supporters were killed as
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protesters; yetall the deaths are blamed on the government. Why would the government
kill its own supporters?

Notably, only seven high deool students and eight university students dieq and these
over time in various locationsz contradicting media coverage that there was a "student
unemployed persons (40). These persons afeast likely to be adversaries of the
government. Why would the government be motivated to kill them?

The motives and past behavior of each side must also be considered in more general
terms. Since the government was being blamed for all deaths and injes, it had everything
to lose and nothing to gain by killing protesters. The opposition, on the other hand, would
gain from an increase in deaths, bolstering its demand that the FSLN government should be
replaced. Moreover, under President Daniel Ortegand until April 19, the Nicaraguan
police force wasrecognized internationally as a model of community policing.

Another consideration is that trained snipers were apparently used to target murder
victims, according to ballistic and forensic reports. Buivhy assume without evidence, that
the snipers were progovernment or FSLN supporters? Recall, for example, the stories
previously shared, of the police themselves being targeted by a sniper. Also, mafictims
died of a clean shot to thénead or neck and none was shot in the back. The Nicaraguan
police are said to be trained to shoot in th mid-torso region; even if police were using live
ammunition, and they reportedly were not, this would not be theirmodus operandi

In certain cases, the police were accused of murdering Nicaraguan citizens when doing
so would have been nearly impossiblé=or example, the Velasquez family in Managua was
burned alivein the Carlos Marx neighborhood and the police were accused of their murder;
but the entire neighborhood was surrounded by roadblocks and even firefighters were
unable to enter. Avideo was presented that allegedly showed thegice entering the
neighborhood, but it was later proved to have been filmed on April 21, weeks prior to the
tragedy. The truth of the arson attack is the subject of this investigative documentary in
Englishand _Spanish

I OAATTA AgAi Pl A EO Al AOAA AAIT T AA OO1T EPAO
Monimbo part of Masaya; it was inaccessible to the police for several weglbecause the
entire city was circled by roadblocks and the police were confined to their barracks.

In mid-July, after the majority ofNicaraguans had grown weary of the roadblocks and
realized the violence was actually coming from the opposition, President Ortega ordered
the removal of the roadblocks in a careful and strategic way to ensure as few casualties as
possible. Afterward, the vwolence subsided and thenly people who diedfrom the political
turmoil were Sandinistas, including Lenin Mendiola mentioned above.

Alleged refusal to treat wounded protesters: The Ortega administration was
accused by the opposition of giving an order to the Ministry of Health not to treat wounded
protesters. This claim, however, was disproved in two sources supportive of the opposition.
The first isthis video clip from a TV interview by Carlos Fernando Chamorro @onfidencial
with several doctors from different parts of Nicaragua, all of whom contradicted

L A N o~ ~ A

with Dr. Sonia Castro, Minister of Health, also strongly denying that she gave or would give
such an order.
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The second source was a press conference published by the conservative daily
La Prensain which a hospital chief of surgerygenied claimsthat he had been fired,
or that hospital officials had refused care to potesters at the beginning of the
ATl £l EAO8 O) OAPAAOhd EA OAEAh OAO OEA AEEARE
of, I will be clear, to take care of the entire population that comes here, without
ET OAOOECAOETI ¢ AT UOEET ¢ AO Alil 8o
Alleged politi cal prisoners: The Nicaraguan government was also accused of holding
and torturing, as political prisoners, as many as 1,000 people who had done nothing more
than to speak out peacefully against the government or to participate in peaceful
demonstrations (see, for example, this piece iklavana Times)

To begin, the number of prisoners was exaggerated. In December 2018 tD&€JP
confirmed the presence of 438 persons in the country's main prisons following the violent
events of 2018. New visits in January 2019 confirmed that 76 people had beemifa not
guilty, leaving a total of 362 inmates (page 15). This result also shows that the Nicaraguan
EOAEAEAI OUOOAI xAO x1 OEET Ch CEOAT OEAO A 11
verdict.

There was also evidence of good treatment for the moners. For example, the CVJP
report provided details on access to communications and relationships with family
members, medical care, and other services provided, such as cultural and sports activities.
"Among the detainees, none showed evidence of boglinjury and none said that they had
been subjected to torture, cruel or inhumane treatment.” Neither did the CVJP find evidence
of disappeared persons, often alleged by opposition activists. Human rights organizations
also admitted there areno reports of missing peoplein Nicaragua.

Most importantly, those remaining in custody at that point could not reasonably be
AAT 1T AA OPiI1EOEAA]I PDPOEOITAOO8G 4 EbArges torA A A A AT
serious crimeslike murder, rape, kidnapping, or other violent acts such as those described
above.

The prison system kept and provided records about various aspects of theiare while
ET AOOOT Aus 'T AgAi I A OAEAT &EOiI i1 AiTTc¢c OEA
(from November 5, 2018) was the following:

Wilfredo Antonio Orozco Urbina 33 years old, [DOB, government ID and address
listed, but omitted here], from Tipitapa, located in the Tipitapa Penitentiary, sentenced to
15 years for terrorism at the order of the 7th District Panel of Judges of Managua, captured
July 1, 2018, entered prison July 5, to complete his sentence July 3, 2033.

As of November 5, 2018, he had oeived:
1 6 family visits

1 1 attention by a doctor

1 11 activities in the sun

1 4 packages [from family or friends]
1 2 judicial reviews

In addition, on February 272019 the government began to release, for house arrest
instead of prison, over 100 selected prisons from the penitentiary system of Tipitapa at
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La Modelo and La Esperanza. O 1T OA O1 | Hous® for PEsOrfo®ore Than One

( O1T AOAA 0 Ymi®drrandetménd came immediately following an economic
negotiation between the government and oposition business leaders. The daily newspaper
El Nuevo Diariq2/27/2019) presented several videos of released young people from Ledn
being greeted by their relatives.

Plans for releasing more prisoners continued thereafter. In a generous attempt at
peace and reconciliation in the country, on March 21, 2019, the governmeagreedto
release within 90days all those detained since the crisis began in April 2018. The process
was monitored by the International Red Cross. As of this writing, all such prisoners have
been released via a conditional amnesty, Amnesty Law 996 approved by the Nicaraguan
National Assembly on June 8, 2019. Each released prisoner had to sign a document
promising not to repeat their crimes or their liberty would be revoked.

Alleged flight to Costa Rica to escape government violence : There have been claims
that thousands of Nicaragans fled to Costa Rica in terror of the Nicaraguan government
and have asked for political asylum there. (See, for example, this piecelime Guardian) In
fact, however, numerous Nicaraguansave always gondgo and from Costa Rica to find work
and send money home to their families; unempyment caused by the political crisis was
another reason for emigration to a neighboring countryMany Nicaraguans who did not
actually flee violence, including some who were already living in Costa Rica, have now
taken advantage of the Costa Rican asylupnocess in order to get economic help and legal
status from that government. Also, no doubt some Nicaraguans who allegedly committed
violent crimes during the crisis did flee to Costa Rica to escape punishment. The Nicaraguan
government has announced thiall those who left the country are free to return.

MYTH #4: Daniel Ortega is a dictator.
&' #4 Ntd 4EA . EAAOACOAT CcI OAOT i AT O EO 1T AOGAOOE
and laws.

0/ OOACA U 311 TUAR OIT T A TEOIA Al OA86 j O/ 00/
OAi As8oQqs 4 HRAGAS AITAEITAGAA OEA 1 b1 OEOEITT xEEAE
truth. Anyone who lived through the Nicaragua of the 1970s in Matagalpa, or Esteli, or
Masaya, or many other parts of the country, can relate their memories of homrthat the
dictator Anastasio Somoza was repeatedly bombing people in his own country in an
attempt to retain power.

Moving on from this hyperbolic claim, however, let us consider whether there is
evidence that Daniel Ortega and his administration are begndictatorial in some lesser
sense. This is a claim made by the opposition, which also asserts that a large majority of
Nicaraguans want him to resign from office (see, for exampldl Global Observatory)

Ortega alleged to be ineligible to run in 2016: Some claim that Ortega was
Al 1T OOEOOOCEITTAITT U ETAI ECEAIT A 61 0061 &£ O A OEEO.
allowed himto run. (See, for example, claims ihe Washington Pos) This refers to the
fact that the Supreme Court upheld the appeal of President Ortega and 104 mayors that
they had the constitutional right to elect, to be elected, and to be+adected as citizens of the

Republic. Similar appeals, it should be mentioned, ocgad and were upheld by the

54


https://afgj.org/nicanotes-carlos-fernando-chamorro-and-confidencial
https://afgj.org/nicanotes-carlos-fernando-chamorro-and-confidencial
https://afgj.org/nicanotes-carlos-fernando-chamorro-and-confidencial
https://afgj.org/nicanotes-carlos-fernando-chamorro-and-confidencial
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-47648088
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/jul/29/nicaragua-refugees-costa-rica-daniel-ortega-violence
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/09/22/world/americas/nicaragua-migrants-costa-rica.html
https://theglobalobservatory.org/2018/08/nicaragua-uprising-from-dictatorship-to-revolution-to-dictatorship/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2016/11/05/nicaraguas-daniel-ortega-headed-for-third-consecutive-term-amid-questions-about-democracy/?utm_term=.eb271cedca2b

Supreme Courts of Costa Rica and Colombia in support of their respective presidents, Arias
and Uribe.

Also of note is that in Honduras, after President Manuel Zelaya was overthrown in
2009, allegedly for proposing the elimination of term limits for future presidents, a
subsequent President Hernandez did not even request a Supreme Court ruling. The
Nicaraguan opposition and the US State Departmenlid not question the resultsin either
Costa Rica or Honduras.
| OOACAGO Al AAGEIT 1 A iAnokherAphosifidn clahmiwagBe OA O1 AT O4,
OrtegA8 O ¢mpoe Al AAOGET T xAO AOBBGHHIGd.)RécagnizedAAR Al O
public polls by M&R Consultores before the electiohowever, showed that Ortega and
Murillo enjoyed the support of 66.3% of voters; and in fact they won the election by a
higher margin than that. Also, as mentioned b€huck Kaufmanin 2006 Ortega;
08x11 AU OEA OIEIiT AOO PI OOATEQU 1T £ oyb A«
won re-election in 2011 with 63% of the vote, and in 2016 by 72.5%. The
Organization of American States officially accompanied the vote. They made
recommendations fa some electoral reforms which the government agreed
to, but said that the outcome reflected the legitimate will of the people.
$EAOAOI OO AT1T60 xET £ZAEO Al AAOGEI T O AU cCOIT x
S. Brian Willson was an international election observer for the 2016 Nacaguan
presidential elections. Hepointed out that within the total population of six million, 70% or
4.2 million were registered to vote.Of those registered, 60%, or 2.5 million, actually voted.
Among the nine parties with presidential candidates, FSLN candidates Ortega and Murillo
won over 72% of all votes, or 1.8 million. In other words, the Sandinistas won 43% of all
registered voters, ncluding those registered who did not cast their vote.

Other parties alleged to be excluded from the electoral process: _ Opposition claims
were greatly exaggerated thapther parties were excludedfrom the electoral process.
There werereported to be nine presidential candidates on the 2@6 ballot. Of course, the
opposition was actually referring to exclusion of the Movimiento Renovador Sandinista
(MRS) and of a coalition led by Eduardo Montealegre of the Independent Liberal Party
(PLI). The opposition failed to acknowledge that thé4RS lost its legal statugs a political
party because its leaders had been unable to get more than 1.3 percent of the popular vote,
not enough to qualify them to run in elections.

Similarly, Montealegre wasemoved as PLI leader in a Supreme Court ruling, in favor of
a rival who had filed a lawsuit; and he chose not to reassemble the coalition under a new
banner, instead claiming that the forthcoming elections were illegitimate. Even before the
court ruling, however, the last poll indicated that less than six percent of respondents had
planned to vote for the PLI coalition, reported byChristine WadeOT AA Or AYI CCAA Al
factionalism, beset by corruption and an absence of compelling leadership, and bereft of
Pi 1 EAU Dbl AOA&I Of 6 OEAO EAOA OiI OAO OODPDPI 00885
Ortega and Murillo alleged to be corrupt _ (see, for examplelnSight Crime):
Claims of OrtegaMurillo corruption are, at the very least, highly problematicChuck

~" 2 oA o~
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O4EAU OOGAA O OAU OEAO &EAAT #AOOOT xAO (
AEAU T AAA OEAO Al AEI AU AOO&wgddEl ¢ OEA OAI O
DOl PAOOU AT A OAOI OOAAO AO &EAAI 80 PAOOITAI
up with the claim that Daniel is enriching his family while in office. | realized
how this argument was being spun in 2008 when the Sandinista Renovation
Movement leadership d&empted to convince a delegation | was leading that
the Ortega government has spent zero cordobas on poverty alleviation. They
defended that insultingly obvious lie by assigning all of the Venezuela oil aid,
which was providing the funds for Zero HungerZero Usury, school lunches,
DAAOAT O ACOEAOI OOOA AT A Oi Al AOOETAOQGO 11 A
sheet!
O4EA 7101 A "ATEhR OEA )-&h OEA %5 Al O1 OOE/
government of Nicaragua for its effective use of international loans and
grants. That means the loans and grants were spent for the purposes they
were given, not siphoned off into the pockets of Ortega and his supporters
I EEA EAPPAT O ET O1T 1 ATU Al O1 OOEAOG8 91 O AAT.
Oi AOO bPiT OAOOU ol the eEcAdmyRby 5% & y@ar withdud O C O
significantly increasing income disparities if you are pocketing international
AEAh AT A Ui O AAT 680 CcOi x O OOEOI xEOEI OO0 AE
businesses, not to mention residents, if you are pocketing internationdl E A 8 6
Media alleged to be government -controlled: Claims are made that all major media in
Nicaragua are controlled by the government, which works to quash opposition media. (See,
for example,NPRand BoingBoing) Such claims, however, are quickly put to rest by anyone
who experiences the multiplicity of media sources of all political stripes in Nicaraguga
many of which are very critical of the government with no apparent retributionLa Prensa,
Havana Timesand 100 Noticiasare just three such examples. This issue is dealt with in
AAOAEI E1T OEA AEAPOAO A1 OEOI AA O. EAAOACOAGO #
#1 OAOACAS8O
Alleged human rights violations: _Also according to opposition groups, the FSLN
governmentis routinely violating the human rights of the Nicaraguan people, as attested to
by national and international human rights organizations (e.gduman Rights Watch
Amnesty International). Again, like other claims, this is open to serious challenge. In the

AEADOAO Al OEOI AA O(OI Al 2EGEOO EI . EAAOAGCOAG
human rights and also read extensivextracts from the repotO$ EOT EQOOET ¢ OEA 4 0C¢C
xEEAE OAODPITAO OF 'iTAOOU )1 OAOT ACET T A1 80 £FEAI

Just one exam|e is provided here, to give a sense of how poorly the human rights
organizations performed. The independent investigators of the InteAmerican Commission
for Human Rights (IACHR) had not even begun their work in Nicaragua when the IACHR
presented what they called a final reportto the Permanent Council of the Organization of
American States (OAS). Moreover, the information used by the IACHR to produce that
report went through at least two stages of what was little more than a rumor millJACHR
reporting relied on accounts by oppogion human rights NGOs which themselves depended
on opposition news media. IACHR did no independent investigation of the evidence, and it
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also rejected any information supplied by the Nicaraguan authorities and the National

I OOAT AT U6 O ET AAmnkdioAEVIB). 4 OOOE #1 1

__ The opposition failed to offer a genuine alternative: _ The opposition used these A
Al AEI O T £/ OAEAOAOI OOEEDPS6 O1 AAT AT A OEA OAOGECT.
Murillo. The claims, however, had little foundation. As Camilo Mejgoints out, the

| DI OEOET 1T DI OO0OAUO EOOAI £ AO OA 0001 T ¢ AT A O
AT A ET OAOAOGO 1T &£ OEA . EAAOACOAT DPAT PI A ACAET 00
from a cohesive movement. Beyond its unified demand for the president to step down,
there were serious differences, which meant they were unable to issue a united call for

policy changes or to present any program which might have widespread appeal.

Differences existed between prechoice civil society organizations and the prdife and
homophobic Catholic Church. There was disagreement as well between student groups,
who openly advocated a prolonged general strike, and wealthy business groups, who would
havelost revenue from such a strike.

Most importantly, the opposition was sharply divided in its broad politics. There were
those whoconsidered themselves leftistseven Sandinistas, whorgued that the
government had moved away from revolutionary principles. At the other extreme were
those who sought support from the US government, even meeting with three of the most
right-wing members of the US Congress (Raghtinen, Rubio and Cruz). Tl latter faction
expressed support forthe Nica Act a measure with damaging economic consequences for
their own country. RosLehtinen hadallegedlyeven been involved in talks in Honduras to
OAOEOA OOGEA #1171 00A0G6 xEI EAA £ OCEO OEA 3AT AE
opposition students alsotraveled to El Salvador andnet with leaders of the rightwing
ARENA party which has such a murderous history in that country.

A leading opposiion party even circulated what was said to be a call fok  OFET Al

offensived 11 *O1T A ph xEOE bPI AT O O OAO OPnA OPAOOI
They did not address the question of who would choose this junta and how this would
DOiT i 1T OA OAAI T AOAAUSBO

Closing comments

A minority alliance in the country should not be able to impose its will by force, when it
cannot even put together a coherent platform and has repeatedly failed at the election polls.
Neither should it appeal to the United States for assistance in overtwing its own
Ci OAOT T AT 68 )1 OEI O0Oh AT AO OEA A£EmEI OO0 AU OEA
/| O OEi Pl U OOETI ¢ OEA x1 OA OAAI T AOAAUS6 O DHOITIT T
It's unlikely, however, that the traditional Nicaraguan ruling class now in the
opposition - would have been emboldened to try their luck with the April 2018
insurrection, if they had not had the encouragement, the open political support, and the
vast resources of the US and its large and powerful imperial system. This system includes
the mainstream and social media, as well as the OAS, EU, and international financial
institutions like the IMF.
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The future of Nicaragua should rest with Nicaraguans, not with foreign governments or
even with internationals who love the country. And if the majority of the Nicaraguan people
EAA xAT OAA O 1T 000 A ndhihgcaullhfé sioppeditiem. Aker dlAAO AC
they did it 40 years ago.
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