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Foreword: Telling the Truth as a Revolutionary Act  

By Gabriela Luna 

The geographical position, extraction of natural resources, exploitation of cheap labor 
and possibility of building an inter-oceanic canal have been the axes of imperialist interest 
ÉÎ #ÅÎÔÒÁÌ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÈÁÓ ÂÁÔÈÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÇÉÏÎȭÓ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙ ÉÎ ÂÌÏÏÄ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÓÉÓÔÁÎÃÅȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÉÓ 
why the desperate migrant caravan from the northern triangle of the isthmus is in fact the 
offspring of U.S. imperialism.  

In Nicaragua, the electoral defeat of the Sandinista Front in 1990 brought about the 
ÄÉÓÍÁÎÔÌÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÁÃÈÉÅÖÅÍÅÎÔÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ ÒÅÖÏÌÕÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÏÄÕÃÅÄ ÐÒÏÆÏÕÎÄ 
ÔÒÁÎÓÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÅÃÏÎÏÍÉÃȟ ÐÏÌÉÔÉÃÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÓÔÒÕcture, as a result of the 
application of several neoliberal packages that implied the privatization of major sectors of 
the economy and a broad reduction in public spending.  

This caused a drastic decrease in the quality of life and a 46-point reduction in the 
Human Development Index, as well as job insecurity, unemployment, peasant exodus, 
outsourcing and informalization of the economy and a dramatic increase in poverty, social 
inequality and violence. The outlook up to 2007 was devastating because the destruction 
caused by the wars of liberation was compounded by this social catastrophe.  

Since 2007, hope and life have been redefined with the return of the Sandinista Front to 
government. The absolute number of undernourished people in the country has been 
reduced by half, access to free education and health care has been guaranteed to rural 
communities, maternal mortality has been reduced by 60% and infant mortality by 52%, 
while access to electricity has been increased from 54% to 96% of the population.  

Nicaragua is the safest country in Central America, and is in sixth place globally for 
women's participation in public and civic spaces. Life in the countryside has recovered 
dignity, thanks to a policy that prioritizes and values the family economy, making it 
possible to reduce food imports and become 100% self-sufficient in beans, corn, eggs, milk, 
fruits, onions, peppers, tomatoes and beef. 

These social advances have not been free of contradictionsɂsuch as alliances with the 
private sector and the Catholic Church that lasted until April 2018, when these traditional 
opponents of the Sandinista struggle began a violent coup attempt. Above all, the new 
Sandinista model can be fairly accused of not finding a radical path towards the 
construction of an alternative model to capitalism and not forming new human beings and 
a new society capable of overcoming the systemic crisis of capital. 

The coup attempt took place in an international context where right-wing extremism 
and fascism have been consolidated in Latin America. In Brazil, former president Lula was 
imprisoned to prevent him from running for president, while fascist president Jair 
Bolsonaro has met openly with the CIA. Mike Pompeo, US Secretary of State, has blatantly 
said that the objective of the US is to destabilize and change government in Venezuela, Cuba 
ÁÎÄ .ÉÃÁÒÁÇÕÁȟ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÉÅÓ ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒÅÄ ÂÙ $ÏÎÁÌÄ 4ÒÕÍÐ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÁÎ ȰÁØÉÓ ÏÆ ÅÖÉÌȱ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 
hemisphere. 
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The attempted coup was intended to eradicate not only the Sandinista Front from 
political power in Nicaragua but also to tear Sandinismo from the heart and historical 
memory of the people. The practices of desecrating and burning historical sites of the 
Sandinista Front, of stripping, beating, torturing, kidnapping and publicly murdering 
Sandinistas, or publicly burning people, is not new in the history of Nicaragua or Central 
America. 

These practices stem from the Spanish conquest that publicly tortured indigenous 
rebels. They were then applied by U.S. soldiers in military interventions, by the Somoza 
dictatorÓÈÉÐȟ ÁÎÄ ×ÅÒÅ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 53ȭ ÃÏÕÎÔÅÒ-insurgency handbook, applied during more 
ÔÈÁÎ σπ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÉÎ 'ÕÁÔÅÍÁÌÁ ÁÎÄ %Ì 3ÁÌÖÁÄÏÒ ÔÏ ÓÔÏÐ ÔÈÅ ÁÄÖÁÎÃÅÓ ÏÆ ÐÅÏÐÌÅÓȭ ÒÅÖÏÌÕÔÉÏÎÓ ÉÎ 
ÔÈÅÓÅ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÉÅÓȢ 4ÈÅ #)!ȭÓ #ÏÎÔÒÁ ÁÒÍÉÅÓ ÁÐÐÌÉÅÄ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅÓ ÉÎ ÐÅÁÓÁÎÔ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÉes 
during the 1980s. 

The objective of these practices has always been to create terror in the population and 
to incapacitate resistance. In 2018, rank-and-file Sandinistas were morally impacted by the 
images of terrorist violence, such as when Francisco Arauz Pineda, a hero of the guerrilla 
struggle and son of legendary peasant leader Amada Pineda Montenegro, one of the 
Ȱ7ÏÍÅÎ ÏÆ #ÕÁȱ ÇÁÎÇ-ÒÁÐÅÄ ÂÙ 3ÏÍÏÚÁȭÓ .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ 'ÕÁÒÄȟ ×ÁÓ ÐÕÂÌÉÃÌÙ ÂÕÒÎÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ Á 
Sandinista flag on his body on June 16th, 2018. Nicaraguans panicked and sobbed in their 
homes. In the street no one looked one another in the eyes, and confusion reigned. The 
objective of psychological warfare is for panic to triumph.  

4ÈÅ ÏÐÐÏÓÉÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÄÅÁÔÈ ÒÏÁÄÂÌÏÃËÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÍÏÓÔÌÙ ÍÁÎÎÅÄ ÂÙ ÓÏÃÉÁÌÌÙ-excluded poor 
people who were paid to create chaos and pain. They were politically supported by young 
upper middle-class university students, who, from the comfort of their homes in gated 
communities, misunderstood the reality of the roadblocks, and who consumed the 
ÍÁÉÎÓÔÒÅÁÍ ÍÅÄÉÁȭÓ ÖÅÒÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÒÉÓÉÓȢ  

These media outlets are dominated nationally by the oligarchy. US-owned social media 
companies provided platforms for a strategy that activated hundreds of young people 
previously trained by the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) and 
ÔÈÅ .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ %ÎÄÏ×ÍÅÎÔ ÆÏÒ $ÅÍÏÃÒÁÃÙ ɉ.%$Ɋ ÔÏ ÃÒÅÁÔÅ Á ÄÏÍÉÎÁÎÔ ÎÁÒÒÁÔÉÖÅȢ 4ÈÅ ÃÏÕÐȭÓ 
media blitzkrieg used the advertising pages of Facebook to spread lies, foment hatred and 
encourage violenceɂaccusing the Sandinistas of the violence against Sandinistas. 
Everything that smelled of Sandinista thinking was demonized, in an attempt to alter the 
ȰÃÏÍÍÏÎ ÓÅÎÓÅȱ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ .ÉÃÁÒÁÇÕÁÎ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȟ ÅÓÐÅcially the youth. 

The first sector to break the psychological and horror siege was the moral reserve of 
the Sandinista Front: its historic rank-and-file membership. Elders began to reorganize, to 
communicate, to clarify what was happening, to create study circles explaining Gene 
Sharp's script for regime change in the heat of the moment. Sandinista elders came to teach, 
and to channel their organizational and moral strength. 

In the face of systematic violence against Sandinista families, the only option was local 
organizing for the protection of families, neighborhoods, towns and cities. Barricades were 
formed in the neighborhoods and public institutions to prevent arson attacks and 
assassinations.  



8 

 

These defense barricades, set up over weeks in the cities, towns and neighborhoods of 
Nicaragua, were made up of members of the Sandinista Front from various generations. 
They included great-grandparents who had participated in the formation of the FSLN and 
fought against Somoza, grandparents who fought against the counterrevolution in the 
ρωψπÓȟ ÆÁÔÈÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÍÏÔÈÅÒÓ ×ÈÏ ÆÏÕÇÈÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ρωωπÓ ȰÆÒÏÍ ÂÅÌÏ×ȱ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÆÅÎÓÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
ÒÅÖÏÌÕÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÁÃÈÉÅÖÅÍÅÎÔÓȟ ÁÓ ×ÅÌÌ ÁÓ ÍÁÎÙ ÁÎÏÎÙÍÏÕÓ ÈÅÒÏÅÓȢ 

This conglomerate had a bit of everything: young people, old people, street vendors, 
market vendors, the unemployed, retired people, public workers, housewives, ex-military 
workers, but with one common denominator: theses barricades were made up of 
.ÉÃÁÒÁÇÕÁȭÓ ×ÏÒËÅÒÓȢ )Î ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅȟ ÅÖÅÒÙÏÎÅ ÌÅÁÒÎÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÅÖÅÒÙÏÎÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÎÁÔÕÒÁÌ ÌÅÁÄers 
emerged from the heart of the neighborhoods who often were not part of any of the official 
structures of the Sandinista Front.  

The lack of sleep, the danger, the constant tension, the sharing of coffee and cigarettes, 
created the precipitous conditions for intergenerational dialogue. This was political 
education in practice: young people learned what it means to be a Sandinista, the principles 
and values of the 1970s Sandinistas, and the historical burden behind their actions. These 
young people respected and valued the bravery and knowledge of the old guard, while 
elders respected the strengths of the young people and their understanding of the impact of 
social media. Since the highways were shut down by rightwing roadblocks, Sandinistas 
across the country organized themselves to distribute locally sourced food.  

4ÈÅ ÅÌÉÔÅÓ ÉÎ .ÉÃÁÒÁÇÕÁ ÈÁÖÅ ÌÏÎÇ ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÁÒÅ ÉÇÎÏÒÁÎÔȟ ÏÒ ȰÎÁÉÖÅȱ ÁÓ 
ÔÈÅ ÏÌÉÇÁÒÃÈÙȭÓ ÎÅ×ÓÐÁÐÅÒȟ La Prensa, puts it. The elites have always misjudged the working 
ÃÌÁÓÓȭ ÁÂÉÌÉÔÙ to differentiate between the insufficiencies of the Sandinista political and 
social project, on one hand, and the grand lies used by US imperialism in Nicaragua, on the 
other hand. They assumed that if denied their ability to live normally and safely, 
Nicaraguans would demand a new government. The plan backfired, and the Sandinista 
Front mobilized more people in the street from April to September of 2018 than in any 
other period in its history. 

During this period, Nicaraguans saw themselves in a new light and were forced to 
reckon with the strengths and weaknesses of the political process, of living in a capitalist 
country with a socialist government, under the shadow of the United States. Above all, 
those three months of resistance clearly demonstrated the immense courage of the people 
of Nicaragua, especially those without land, without a car, the workers from the inner-city 
ÎÅÉÇÈÂÏÒÈÏÏÄÓȢ (ÉÓÔÏÒÙ ÁÇÁÉÎ ÄÅÍÏÎÓÔÒÁÔÅÄ ÔÈÅ .ÉÃÁÒÁÇÕÁÎ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ ÃÁÐÁÃÉÔÙ ÆÏÒ ÒÅÓÉÓÔÁÎÃÅ 
and survival, dignity and strength. It was ÔÈÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ ×ÉÓÄÏÍ ÔÈÁÔ ÄÅÆÅÁÔÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÐȢ 

ȣ 

This marvelous little book was put together in the months after Nicaraguan reality 
exploded on April 18th, 2018. Its authors and editors are mostly international solidarity 
activists, journalists and researchers who live in Nicaragua and were witnesses to the 
violent attempt to force out the democratically elected Nicaraguan government. The 
organization of the book is meant to allow English-speaking readers, educators, journalists 
and truth-seekers to independently study the events of 2018 from a number of different 
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anglesɂhuman rights, media, economy, religion and geopolitics. This means that while 
Live from Nicaragua  is best read as an organic whole, each individual chapter can stand 
alone and be used for educational purposes. 

While the number of human victims of the ongoing regime change attempt in Nicaragua 
is many fewer than the Contra War, in a sense the Big Lie is even larger than during the 
1980s. Many people in the United States and Europe have believed most of the propaganda 
ÐÕÔ ÏÕÔ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÐ ÁÔÔÅÍÐÔȭÓ ÍÅÄÉÁ ÍÁÃÈÉÎÅȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÈÁÓ ÍÁÄÅ ÉÔ ÍÏÒÅ ÄÉÆÆÉÃÕÌÔ ÔÈÁÎ ÅÖÅÒ ÔÏ 
show solidarity with Nicaraguansɂnot the wealthy, self-exiled Nicaraguans who have been 
interviewed on CNN and BBC, but ordinary, vulnerable Nicaraguans who want to live and 
work in peace. The solidarity workers of the 1980s were critically important in resisting 
2ÅÁÇÁÎȭÓ ×ÁÒ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ ÔÈÅ 3ÁÎÄÉÎÉÓÔÁ 2ÅÖÏÌÕÔÉÏÎȢ )Î 4ÒÕÍÐȭÓ ×ÁÒ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ ,ÁÔÉÎ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ 
progressive movements and governments, who will be the resistance? 

Live from Nicaragua  is the kind of accessible, rigorously researched, politically 
ÒÅÌÅÖÁÎÔȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÉÍÅÌÙ ÒÅÁÄÅÒ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÎÅÅÄÅÄ ÉÎ ÏÒÄÅÒ ÔÏ ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ËÉÎÄ ÏÆ ȰÆÏÕÒÔÈ-
ÇÅÎÅÒÁÔÉÏÎȱ ÃÏÎÆÌÉÃÔÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ %ÁÓÔÅÒÎ %ÕÒÏÐÅ ÁÎÄ Ôhe Middle East 
regions to Latin America in the last few years. As Western powers increasingly apply the 
regime change script, it is up to people across the globe to rebuild solidarity movements 
and learn the truth about how imperialist strategies attempt to destroy social fabrics and 
weaponize confusion.  

The US government has applied economic, financial and commercial sanctions against 
Nicaragua through the infamous NICA Act, with the intention (just as in past experiences in 
Chile, Cuba, Venezuela and NicÁÒÁÇÕÁɊ ÔÏ ȰÍÁËÅ ÔÈÅ ÅÃÏÎÏÍÙ ÓÃÒÅÁÍȟȱ ÁÓ (ÅÎÒÙ +ÉÓÓÉÎÇÅÒ 
ÐÕÔ ÉÔȢ -ÅÁÎ×ÈÉÌÅȟ 53!)$ ÈÁÓ ÐÒÏÍÉÓÅÄ ÍÉÌÌÉÏÎÓ ÍÏÒÅ ÄÏÌÌÁÒÓ ÆÏÒ .ÉÃÁÒÁÇÕÁȭÓ ÒÉÇÈÔ-wing 
opposition to wage irregular conflict against the constitutional order. While the struggle for 
Nicaraguan independence and sovereignty is far from over, the fact that the Nicaraguan 
people resisted the colossus in 2018 should be a source of strength and hope for people 
across the planet. If Nicaragua can, you can too.  

ȣ 

Gabriela Luna is a Nicaraguan researcher with the Institute of Research and Training for 
Territorial Development in Matagalpa, Nicaragua: infodet.edu.ni  

http://infodet.edu.ni/
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Introduction  

By Chuck Kaufman, National Co-Coordinator, Alliance for Global Justice 

On April 18, 2018 .ÉÃÁÒÁÇÕÁȭÓ ÔÅÎ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÏÆ ÐÅÁÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÇÒÏ×ÉÎÇ ÐÒÏÓÐÅÒÉÔÙ ×ÅÒÅ 
shattered as rumors spread across the country, at a speed only social media allow, that 
police were firing live ammunition at student protesters and that two students were dead. 
That rumor turned out to be false as no one died on April 18, but before the truth could get 
out, students and many ordinary Nicaraguans poured into the streets the following day to 
protest and three people did die: a policeman, a Sandinista supporter, and a bystander.  

By then, in what has in hindsight, and with available evidence, every appearance of a 
full -ÂÌÏ×Î ÁÎÄ ÐÌÁÎÎÅÄ ȰÓÏÆÔ ÃÏÕÐȱ ÓÅÅÍÅÄ ÉÒÒÅÖÅÒÓÉÂÌÅȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÅÆÆÏÒÔ ÔÏ ÔÏÐÐÌÅ ÔÈÅ 
democratically-elected government of President Daniel Ortega was originally led by 
students trained by US-ÆÕÎÄÅÄ ȰÄÅÍÏÃÒÁÃÙ ÐÒÏÍÏÔÉÏÎȱ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍÓȢ 53-funded non-
governmental organizations, the Sandinista Renovation Movement political party, the 
Catholic Church hierarchy, and as time passed, Salvadoran gang members and international 
drug cartels have also led the coup. By April 19 it was already too late to counter the lies of 
the previous day. The coup was underway and its leaders were in control of the narrative 
both nationally and internationally with the full -throated assistance of the corporate media 
and establishment human rights groups. That narrative was that Daniel Ortega is a dictator 
and that he turned his brutal National Police loose to repress and massacre innocent, 
peaceful student protesters who were upset about changes to the old age retirement 
system. Never mind that social security is not normally a big concern of students or that in 
39 years the National Police had never used lethal force against demonstrators, nor that 
opposition deaths from April 20 onwards in most cases occurred when they were attacking 
police or destroying government buildings). 

Nicaraguans and internationalists were shocked and bewildered by the sudden spasm 
of violence in the country and the single, seemingly authoritative story being told about 
what was happening, who was doing it, and why. But as time passed and the internal 
contradictions became more obvious within this supposed spontaneous uprising of the 
people to throw off the shackles of dictatorship, it became important that the international 
solidarity movement mobilize to combat the disinformation, just as we did in the 1980s to 
stop US efforts to overthrow the Sandinista government. Historic solidarity organizations 
such as Nicaragua Network/Alliance for Global Justice (US) and the Nicaragua Solidarity 
Campaign (UK) joined with long-time solidarity activists and anti-imperialist political 
analysts in both countries and with Nicaragua-based analysts such as Tortillaconsal.com 
and North American and European activists living in Nicaragua, to promote a counter 
narrative that conformed better to the facts-on-the-ground and actual lived history than the 
regime change narrative. 

!Ó "ÒÉÁÎ 7ÉÌÌÓÏÎ ÁÎÄ .ÉÌÓ -Ã#ÕÎÅ ÒÅÍÉÎÄ ÕÓ ÂÅÌÏ× ÉÎ Ȱ53 )ÍÐÅÒÉÁÌÉÓÍ ÁÎÄ .ÉÃÁÒÁÇÕÁȡ 
Ȱ4ÈÅÙ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÎÏÔ ÌÅÔ ÏÕÒ ÆÌÏ×ÅÒ ÂÌÏÓÓÏÍȟȱ ÔÈÅ !ÐÒÉÌ coup did not spring full-grown from the 
head of Zeus. It is part and parcel of a nearly 40 year campaign by the US government to 
maintain control over this Central American country where the US has intervened time and 
again for over 150 years. Even the most cursory examination of the events of 2018 cannot 
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help but impress the observer with their similarity to past US practices in Nicaragua, to its 
current regime change efforts in Venezuela, and to the false flag and fake videos of 
ÅÖÅÒÙÏÎÅȭÓ ÆÁÖÏÒÉÔÅ ÔÅÒÒÏÒists, the White Helmets of Syria. 

The coup was eventually defeated in mid-July with the removal of hundreds of 
roadblocks that had paralyzed the country causing billions of dollars in economic damage 
and lost jobs, and which had provided bases for extortion, kidnapping, murder, arson and 
rape. There has been no further significant violence since record numbers of Nicaraguans 
turned out for the 39th anniversary celebrations of the July 19 Triumph of the Sandinista 
Revolution. The massive crowds left no doubt that the majority of the populace sided with 
their elected government and against those who had kept them from working and hostage 
to fear for three long months. Many of those who committed heinous crimes during the 
coup months escaped to Costa Rica and HÏÎÄÕÒÁÓȟ ÊÕÓÔ ÌÉËÅ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÓÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ ÆÁÔÈÅÒÓȟ 3ÏÍÏÚÁȭÓ 
National Guard did 40 years ago.  

Those who were captured had all their judicial rights protected, until their eventual 
release under the terms of Amnesty Law 996 approved by the National Assembly on June 8, 
2019. This law provides for the conditional release of all persons imprisoned or under 
investigation for crimes of murder, torture, arson, kidnapping, extortion and other terrible 
crimes committed during the failed coup attempt of 2018. The law is based on the principle 
of non-repetition which has extensive antecedents in international law, such as the peace 
process in Ireland in the 1990s. All, without exception, accepted the principle of non-
repetition when they signed the document of their release. 

While conditions are returning to normal with gutted government buildings repaired 
ÁÎÄ ÒÅÂÕÉÌÔȟ ÃÒÕÉÓÅ ÓÈÉÐÓ ÒÅÔÕÒÎÉÎÇ ÔÏ .ÉÃÁÒÁÇÕÁȭÓ ÐÏÒÔÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÊÏÂÓȟ ÏÎÅ 
×ÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ËÎÏ× ÉÔ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÔÏÎÅ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÖÅÒÁÇÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÃÏÒÐÏÒÁÔÅ ÐÒÅÓÓȢ 4Ï 
combat the relentless flow of disinformation and outright lies that is the continued effort by 
the US and Nicaraguan opposition to win what they could not win through the ballot box or 
by violence, we offer this Coup Reader for your examination. This book is primarily a 
compilation of articles written over the last 8-9 months along with some new material that 
ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÓ ÑÕÉÔÅ Á ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÔ ÁÃÃÏÕÎÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ×ÈÏȟ ×ÈÁÔȟ ×ÈÅÎȟ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÁÎÄ ×ÈÙ ÏÆ .ÉÃÁÒÁÇÕÁȭÓ 
failed coup of 2018. 

We first place Nicaragua in the historical context of US imperialism in Nils McCune and 
"ÒÉÁÎ 7ÉÌÌÓÏÎȭÓ Ȱ53 )ÍÐÅÒÉÁÌÉÓÍ ÁÎÄ .ÉÃÁÒÁÇÕÁȢȱ There follows an analysis by Barbara 
Larcom in which she takes apart the false myths that have circulated about the political 
crisis in Nicaragua in 2018. We then cover the stages of the coup week by week in a chapter 
by Nan McCurdy and myths and truths section by Barbara Larcom. Included also are an 
interview by journalist Max Blumenthal, a revealing chapter by myself on US finding of 
organizations that supported the coup, a review of the human rights situation by 
ÉÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÌÁ× ÅØÐÅÒÔ $ÁÎ +ÏÖÁÌÉËȟ ÁÎÄ Á ÃÈÁÐÔÅÒ ÏÎ .ÉÃÁÒÁÇÕÁȭÓ ÐÏÐÕÌÁÒ ÅÃÏÎÏÍÙ ÂÙ 
Nils McCune. We complete the Reader with an article on the struggle for balanced media 
coverage by John Perry, a chapter on the role of the Church by Coleen Littlejohn, and a 
newly written Conclusion by Dan Kovalik.   

No organization or individual involved with this project received any financial or other 
remuneration from the government of Nicaragua or any other government or government-
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controlled entity for our role in producing this book. Except for those, like me, who are paid 
staff of a grassroots solidarity organization, all labor was voluntary.   
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53 )ÍÐÅÒÉÁÌÉÓÍ ÁÎÄ .ÉÃÁÒÁÇÕÁȡ Ȱ4ÈÅÙ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÎÏÔ ÌÅÔ ÏÕÒ 
flower ÂÌÏÓÓÏÍȱ 
By S. Brian Willson and Nils McCune 

 

Nicaragua is perhaps among the clearest cases of rampant US imperialism producing 
sustained anti-imperialist movements, in a pattern that has repeated itself since even 
before the US mercenary William Walker invaded that country to set up a slave state and 
ÄÅÃÌÁÒÅ ÈÉÍÓÅÌÆ ÐÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ ÉÎ ρψυφȢ 4ÈÅ 5ÎÉÔÅÄ 3ÔÁÔÅÓȭ ÆÉÎÁÎÃÉÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÉÎÄÕÓÔÒÉÁÌ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔÓȟ 
backed by US military forces, have sought to maintain control over key Nicaraguan 
resources, infrastructure and a potential interoceanic canal route1 ever since. 

US corporations and the US government maintained an aggressive posture toward 
Nicaragua throughout the twentieth century and have continued to utilize diverse 
imperialist strategies to coerce Nicaragua in the first two decades of the twenty-first 
century. Beginning with the Spanish-American War of 1898, the United States increasingly 
asserted itself as the sole imperial power over the Caribbean Basin, claiming Puerto Rico as 
war bounty, and exerting economic dominance over Cuba, Hispaniola, and all of Central 
Americaɂgoing so far as to create the nation of Panama in order to build an interoceanic 
canal. Nicaragua was highly important in this neocolonial endeavor, due to its arable land, 
fresh water and mining resources, but, above all, its geography as a likely canal route.  

Methods used by the imperialist system in Nicaragua have included direct counter-
insurgent war (1927-1933), support for despotic pro-US regimes (1934-1979), proxy 
mercenary warfare (1980-1988), financing of opposition groups (1909, 1980-1990 and 
2007-present), use of the Organization of American States (OAS) to pressure Nicaragua 
(1980-1989 and 2016-present), military bases and exercises with the Honduran 
government near the Nicaraguan border (2010-present), declarations of Nicaragua as an 
extraordinary threat to US national security (1985 and 2018), financing of opposition 
media (2007-ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔɊȟ ÔÒÁÉÎÉÎÇ ÏÆ ȰÃÉÖÉÃ ÇÒÏÕÐÓȱ ÉÎ ÃÙÂÅÒ-politics (2013-present), planning 
and execÕÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ Á ȰÃÏÌÏÒ ÒÅÖÏÌÕÔÉÏÎȱ ÏÒ ȰÓÏÆÔȱ ÃÏÕÐ ÁÔÔÅÍÐÔ ɉςπρψɊȟ ÓÁÎÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÔÏ ÐÒÅÖÅÎÔ 
.ÉÃÁÒÁÇÕÁȭÓ ÁÃÃÅÓÓ ÔÏ ÃÒÅÄÉÔ ɉςπρψɊȟ ÐÅÒÓÏÎÁÌ ÅÃÏÎÏÍÉÃ ÓÁÎÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ .ÉÃÁÒÁÇÕÁÎ 
officials (2018), and use of US rating corporations to downgrade perceptions of Nicaraguan 
financial stability (2018).  

This continuous trajectory of intervention shows a transition from more overt, military 
ÏÒ ȰÐÕÓÈȱ ÆÏÒÍÓ ÏÆ ÐÏÌÉÔÉÃÓ ÔÏ ÍÏÒÅ ÓÕÂÔÌÅ ÔÁÃÔÉÃÓ ÉÎÖÏÌÖÉÎÇ ÍÅÄÉÁ-ÂÁÓÅÄȟ ȰÐÕÌÌȱ ÐÏÌÉÔÉÃÓ 
premised on capitalizing on the rules of globalized economies, liberal democracies and 
political legitimacy to discredit and disarm anti-imperialist forces in Nicaragua, in order to 
restore a docile neoliberal regime. Throughout this history, US imperialism has found 
strange bedfellows. Historian Michel 'ÏÂÁÔ ÈÁÓ ÁÒÇÕÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ 7ÉÌÌÉÁÍ 7ÁÌËÅÒȭÓ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÃÁÍÅ 
not only from the Southern US slaveholding interests that donated to his campaigns to build 
slave states in Central America, but also from more liberal, Northern US industrial and 
military figures, and indeed, from the Liberal party of Nicaragua. Likewise, during the two 
decades of US military occupation of Nicaragua in the early twentieth century, most of the 

                                                        
1 Karl Bermann, Under the Big Stick: Nicaragua and the United States since 1848. (Boston: South End Press, 1986), 123-26. 
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Nicaraguan elite and its press maintained a reverential glow in editorials and reports about 
US forces. This was true of both the opposing Liberal and Conservative parties, although US 
policy after ousting Liberal president Zelaya in 1909 maintained a strong pro-Conservative 
focus until 1928. Only when a patriot general, Augusto César Sandino, refused to recognize 
US legitimacy of any kind in Nicaragua, did there begin to emerge a consistently anti-
imperialist political tendency. However, there has always been a sizable part of the 
Nicaraguan political class that favors and appreciates US intervention, reflecting a sense 
that the legitimacy of the State in Nicaragua begins with US approval.  

)Î ςπρψȟ 53 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ $ÏÎÁÌÄ 4ÒÕÍÐ ÄÅÃÌÁÒÅÄ .ÉÃÁÒÁÇÕÁ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÁÎ ȰÅØÔÒÁÏÒÄÉÎÁÒÙ 
ÔÈÒÅÁÔȱ ÔÏ ÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÓÅÃÕÒÉÔÙȟ ÁÎÄ 53 .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ 3ÅÃÕÒÉÔÙ !ÄÖÉÓÏÒ *ÏÈÎ "ÏÌÔÏÎ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÂÅÄ 
.ÉÃÁÒÁÇÕÁȟ #ÕÂÁ ÁÎÄ 6ÅÎÅÚÕÅÌÁ ÁÓ Á Ȱ4ÒÏÉËÁ ÏÆ 4ÙÒÁÎÎÙȱ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÓÏÏÎ ÆÁÌÌ ×ÉÔÈ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ 
ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ 4ÒÕÍÐ !ÄÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÍÅ ÔÉÍÅ ÁÓ ÈÅ ÌÁÕÄÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÅÌÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ȰÌÉËÅ ÍÉÎÄÅÄ 
ÌÅÁÄÅÒÓȟȱ *ÁÉÒ "ÏÌÓÏÎÁÒÏ ÉÎ "ÒÁÚÉÌ ÁÎÄ )ÖÁÎ $ÕÑÕÅ ÉÎ #ÏÌÏÍÂÉÁȢ 4ÈÅ .ÉÃÁÒÁÇÕÁ Investment 
Conditionality Act (NICA Act), brain-child of Cuban-American Republican Congresswoman 
Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, which will prevent the Nicaraguan government from accessing 
international loans, thus limiting its capacity to develop its health care, education, transport 
and commerce capabilities, was passed by Congress in November 2018. 

 

Historical background  

A century-long feud between the Liberal and Conservative parties marked Nicaraguan 
history even before US imperialism became a factor in national politics. The traditional 
landed oligarchy and the Catholic Church imposed their will through the Conservative 
party, which was based in Granada. The Liberal party, based in Leon, was made up of an 
urban merchant and professional class, with important spaces of participation by workers 
and peasants. However, the Liberal party was thoroughly discredited through its shameful 
ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 5ÎÉÔÅÄ 3ÔÁÔÅÓȭ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÒÅÇÉÍÅ ÃÈÁÎÇÅ ÏÐÅÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ .ÉÃÁÒÁÇÕÁȟ ÃÁÒÒÉÅÄ ÏÕÔ 
through filibuster William Walker in 1856-57. As a result, the Conservatives controlled the 
Nicaraguan government for three and a half decades, until 1893, when Liberal strongman 
*ÏÓï 3ÁÎÔÏÓ :ÅÌÁÙÁ ÁÓÓÕÍÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÃÙ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÔÈÅ Ȱ*ÕÌÙ 2ÅÖÏÌÕÔÉÏÎȢȱ 4ÈÅ 5ÎÉÔÅÄ 3ÔÁÔÅÓ 
government, led at the time by TÈÅÏÄÏÒÅ 2ÏÏÓÅÖÅÌÔȟ ×ÁÓ ÅÍÂÁÒËÉÎÇ ÏÎ ÉÔÓ ȰÂÉÇ ÓÔÉÃËȱ ÐÏÌÉÃÙȟ 
×ÈÉÃÈ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÓÏÏÎ ÂÅ ÃÏÍÐÌÅÍÅÎÔÅÄ ÂÙ ×ÈÁÔ ÈÅ ÃÏÉÎÅÄ ȰÄÏÌÌÁÒ ÄÉÐÌÏÍÁÃÙȟȱ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ×ÈÉÃÈ 
US banks would purchase the sovereign debts of Caribbean and Central American 
countries, exercising full control over formally national banks, railroads and shipping 
channels, and forcing Caribbean and Central American countries to take on debts2. 

 

Zelaya and the Regime Change Operation   

4ÈÅ :ÅÌÁÙÁ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔ ÃÒÅÁÔÅÄ Á ÎÅ× ÃÏÎÓÔÉÔÕÔÉÏÎ ÔÈÁÔ ÒÅÐÌÁÃÅÄ .ÉÃÁÒÁÇÕÁȭÓ ÅÌÅctoral 
congress with obligatory and direct voting and a secret ballot, as well as separating the 
Church from the State.3 Public education and transportation infrastructure increased as 

                                                        
2 Dana G. Munro, Intervention and Dollar Diplomacy in the Caribbean 1900-1921. (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1964), 537 

3  Antonio Esgueva Gómez, Contexto histórico de las constituciones y sus reformas en Nicaragua. Instituto de Historia de Nicaragua y 
Centroamérica, Universidad Centroamericana (Revista de Derecho, No. 10. Universidad Centroamericana, (UCA), Facultad de Ciencias Jurídicas, 
2005), 8-9 
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shipping routes and railroads were built, largely with US capital. However, labor 
ÅØÐÌÏÉÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÌÁÂÏÒ ÓÔÒÉÆÅ ÉÎÃÒÅÁÓÅÄ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ :ÅÌÁÙÁȭÓ ÐÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÃÙȟ ÁÓ ÈÅ ÆÏÃÕÓÅÄ ÏÎ 
modernization, particularly with regard to commerce and agrobusiness development, 
leading to countless land grabs and the widespread displacement of indigenous peoples 
from what would become coffee plantations and shipping routes. Initially enthusiastic with 
the expansion of commodity flows, US support for Zelaya waned after he appeared to take 
Nicaraguan sovereignty too seriously. US policy consistently demanded that Central 
American constitutions prohibit re-elections, yet Zelaya was re-elected twice, in 1902 and 
1906.  

After Zelaya intervened in Honduras and El Salvador in 1907, with interest in creating a 
Liberal-dominated federation of Central American states, and the Taft administration 
assumed the US presidency in 1909, the United States changed positions dramatically on 
:ÅÌÁÙÁȟ ÎÏ× ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒÉÎÇ ÈÉÍ Á ÄÁÎÇÅÒ ÔÏ 53 ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔÓ ÁÎÄ ȰÒÅÇÉÏÎÁÌ ÓÔÁÂÉÌÉÔÙȢȱ 0ÅÒÈÁÐÓ ÍÏÓÔ 
significantly, Zelaya was also reported to be initiating negotiations with the German and 
Japanese governments to build an interoceanic canal, challenging the monopoly of the US-
controlled Panama Canal, under construction at the time4.  

Given the geographic importance of Nicaragua, US imperialism made a priority of 
Conservative restoration and the return to a subservient national government. After 
receiving covert support from the United States, politician Juan José Estrada proclaimed 
himself interim president of Nicaragua on October 10th, 1909. Estrada represented one of 
several factions of Liberals unhappy with Zelaya, yet he was nonetheless utilized by the 
United States as a means by which to maneuver the unpopular Conservative party back into 
ÐÏ×ÅÒȢ 7ÉÔÈÉÎ ÍÏÎÔÈÓȟ %ÓÔÒÁÄÁȭÓ ÍÉÌÉÔÁÒÙ ÆÏÒÃÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÇÒÏÕnd was made up of Conservative 
generals, such as Emiliano Chamorro, using hired troops and weapons supplied by US 
companies through intermediaries such as Adolfo Díaz. When a counter-offensive by Zelaya 
led to the arrest and execution of two US nationals, soldiers of fortune hired by the Estrada 
ÉÎÓÕÒÇÅÎÃÙȟ ÔÈÅ 53 3ÅÃÒÅÔÁÒÙ ÏÆ 3ÔÁÔÅȟ 0ÈÉÌÁÎÄÅÒ +ÎÏØȟ ×ÒÏÔÅ ÔÈÅ ÎÏÔÏÒÉÏÕÓ Ȱ+ÎÏØ .ÏÔÅȱ ÔÏ 
ÔÈÅ .ÉÃÁÒÁÇÕÁÎ #ÈÁÒÇï Äȭ!ÆÆÁÉÒÅÓ ÉÎ 7ÁÓÈÉÎÇÔÏÎ ÏÎ $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ ρst, 1909, cutting off 
diplomatic relations with the Nicaraguan government. In late December, Zelaya resigned 
and left for Mexico by ship from the northwestern port of Corinto, surrounded by US 
warships5.  

 

The Conservative Restoration  

$ÕÒÉÎÇ ÈÉÓ ρπ ÍÏÎÔÈÓ ÉÎ ÏÆÆÉÃÅȟ :ÅÌÁÙÁȭÓ ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓÏÒȟ ,ÉÂÅÒÁÌ *ÏÓï -ÁÄÒÉÚ 2ÏÄÒþÇÕÅÚȟ 
worked tirelessly to negotiate peace with the Estrada rebellion and to restore relations 
×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ 53ȟ ÂÕÔ +ÎÏØ ÒÅÆÕÓÅÄ ÔÏ ÁÃÃÅÐÔ -ÁÄÒÉÚȭÓ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔȢ 53 ÍÁÒÉÎÅÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÄÅÐÌÏÙÅÄ ÉÎ 
Bluefields in order to prevent the final defeat of the failing rebellion, and a United Fruit 
Company subsidiary loaned Estrada money for arms and soldiers. Eventually, the US navy 
provided Conservative general Emiliano Chamorro with a large shipment of weapons to 
support the rebellion at the same time as it blocked the arrival of arms purchased by the 

                                                        
4  Michel Tobago, Confronting the American Dream: Nicaragua Under U.S. Imperial Rule. (Durham: Duke University Press, 2005), 69-71 

5 Kerevel, Yann. "Re-examining the Politics of U.S. Intervention in Early 20th Century Nicaragua: José Madriz and the Conservative 
Restoration" (2006) https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/laii_research/1  

https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/laii_research/1
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Madriz government6. Despite anti-imperialist protests across Nicaragua and in San 
Salvador, capital of El Salvador, the US presence gradually changed the balance of forces 
and the Madriz government fell on August 19, 1910. One week later Juan José Estrada 
assumed the presidency.  

In the chaotic aftermath of war, as pro-Madriz, anti-imperialist armed groups still 
roamed the streets of Managua, the United States lost no time in restructuring the 
Nicaraguan economy, fÏÒÃÉÎÇ .ÉÃÁÒÁÇÕÁ ÖÉÁ ÔÈÅ Ȱ$Á×ÓÏÎ !ÇÒÅÅÍÅÎÔÓȱ ÔÏ ÔÁËÅ ÏÕÔ Á Αςπ 
million US loan, to be paid for by Nicaraguan custom receipts. Liberals were rounded up 
and the Conservative restoration? was consolidated, as even the leader of the rebellion, 
Juan José Estrada, was ousted by the Conservative-dominated Constitutional Assembly in 
1911 in favor of Adolfo Díaz. 

In 1912, Conservative president Adolfo Díaz, formerly a mining executive for a US 
company, transferred control over the Nicaraguan National Bank to the US Brown Brothers 
#ÏÍÍÅÒÃÉÁÌ "ÁÎËȢ )Î ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÅȟ ÔÈÅ .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ !ÓÓÅÍÂÌÙȟ ×ÉÔÈ ,ÕÉÓ -ÅÎÁ 6ÁÄÏȭÓ ÌÅÁÄÅÒÓÈÉÐ ÁÓ 
Minister of War, passed a resolution censoring Díaz, who promptly fired General Mena and 
called on the US for support. Mena and Liberal General Benjamín Zeledón rebelled against 
$þÁÚȟ ×ÈÏ ÉÎ ÔÕÒÎ ÁÐÐÅÁÌÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 5ÎÉÔÅÄ 3ÔÁÔÅÓ ÔÏ ÉÎÔÅÒÖÅÎÅȢ -ÅÎÁȭÓ ÆÏÒÃÅÓȟ ÈÅÁÄÑÕÁÒÔÅÒÅÄ 
in Granada, succumbed under the combined thrust of US marines and recruits of the 
Conservative government. Taken alive, Mena was exiled. However, Zeledón, based in 
-ÁÓÁÙÁȟ ÓÔÏÏÄ ÕÐ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÒÉÎÅÓ ÁÎÄ ×ÁÓ ËÉÌÌÅÄ ÉÎ ÂÁÔÔÌÅȢ :ÅÌÅÄĕÎȭÓ ÈÅÒÏÉÃ ÓÔÁÔÅÍÅÎÔÓ ÁÎÄ 
death in battle are considered one of the first major explicitly anti-imperialist endeavors in 
Nicaragua. In response to Colonel Joseph PendlÅÔÏÎȭÓ ÌÅÔÔÅÒ ÁÓËÉÎÇ ÈÉÍ ÔÏ ÓÕÒÒÅÎÄÅÒȟ 
Zeledón wrote, in part: 

Ȱ) ÃÏÎÆÅÓÓ ÔÏ ÙÏÕ ÔÈÁÔ ) ÈÁÖÅ ÒÅÁÄ ÙÏÕÒ ÎÏÔÅ ÔÈÁÔ ) ÁÌÌÕÄÅ ÔÏ ÁÎÄ ) ÈÁÖÅ 
resisted believing that it could be signed by an educated soldier [...] and 
serving under the banner of the great (North) American Nation that prides 
itself on being the teacher of the Democratic Republics of the American 
Continent; and my sense of disbelief grows sharply when I consider that it is 
impossible for the Government of the United States of America and, above all, 
the Senate of the homeland of Washington and Lincoln, to have authorized 
their servants to come and intervene with armed force in the internal affairs 
that we Nicaraguans discuss in this land that is ours, and which was 
bequeathed to us freely, sovereignly and independently by our parents. 

 

ȰɍȢȢȢɎ ) ÄÏ ÎÏÔ ÅÖÅÎ ÒÅÍÏÔÅÌÙ ÓÅÅ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÁÓÏÎ ÙÏÕ ÏÒ ÙÏÕÒ ÓÕÐÅÒÉÏÒÓ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÈÁÖÅ 
for demanding the surrender of my positions or the disarmament of my army; 
consequently, I dare to think that you will withdraw his threats in view of the 
justice that accompanies me. But if, unfortunately for the honor of the United 
States of America, you and your bosses disregard the well-founded reasons 
that I invoke and carry out your pretensions of attack [...] I will do with mine 
the resistance that the case demands and that the dignity of Nicaragua 
demands, which we represent, and then, let it fall upon you, your bosses and 

                                                        
6 Ibid, 25-28. 
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the very strong Nation to which you belong, the tremendous responsibilities 
that History will attribute to you, and the eternal burden of having used your 
weapons against the weak who have been struggling to conquer the sacred 
ÒÉÇÈÔÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ (ÏÍÅÌÁÎÄȢȱ7 

 

With the defeat of the nationalist rebellion, the Conservative government signed the 
onerous Bryan-Chamorro Treaty in Washington in 1914. The treaty, named for William 
Jennings Bryan, US Secretary of State, and Nicaraguan General Emiliano Chamorro, gave the 
US exclusive rights to build any canal in Nicaragua in perpetuity, as well as a renewable 99-
year option to create a naval base in the Gulf of Fonseca and a renewable 99-year lease on 
the Big and Little Corn Islands in the Caribbean, in exchange for $3 million used by 
Nicaragua to pay debts to US creditors. US President Woodrow Wilson insisted on a clause 
that gave the US a priori rights to military intervention, but the US Senate balked, and the 
clause was removed before the treaty was ratified.  

 

3ÁÎÄÉÎÏȭÓ !ÎÔÉ-Imperialism  

During the US military occupation of Nicaragua from 1912 to 1926, non-military 
elements of imperialism developed. For example, the Rockefeller Center, funded through 
the Standard Oil monopoly, began sanitation drives that accompanied US military activities 
with rural census taking, hiring of local volunteers, and public meetings on hookworm 
control and prevention.8 This is one of the first examples of a non-governmental 
organization riding on the coattails of the US military. Meanwhile, the United Fruit 
Company (UFC) was the largest landowner between Colombia and Mexico.  

In the countries that United Fruit dominatedɂÒÅÆÅÒÒÅÄ ÔÏ ÁÓ ȰÂÁÎÁÎÁ ÒÅÐÕÂÌÉÃÓȟȱ ÉÔ 
controlled the ports ran the postal service, and even created the first network of radio 
stations across Central America, effectively developing the first mass media (and media 
monopoly) that reached millions of people. The company vigorously resisted all worker 
efforts to organize unions, going as far as tearing down all houses and schools as it 
abandoned whole areas where union organizing was taking place. Although it paid no taxes, 
United Fruit gave governments money and weapons to repress the many rebellions taking 
place among the hundreds of thousands of highly exploited banana workers in the region, 
ÌÅÁÄÉÎÇȟ ÆÏÒ ÅØÁÍÐÌÅȟ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ρωςψ Ȱ"ÁÎÁÎÁ -ÁÓÓÁÃÒÅȱ ÏÆ ÓÅÖÅÒÁÌ ÈÕÎÄÒÅÄ ÓÔÒÉËÉÎÇ ×ÏÒËÅÒÓ ÉÎ 
ColombiÁȢ )Î ÁÄÄÉÔÉÏÎȟ ÐÏÌÉÔÉÃÉÁÎÓ ÎÅÅÄÅÄ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÆÒÏÍ 5&#ȭÓ ÒÁÄÉÏ ÎÅÔ×ÏÒËȟ ÁÎÄ ÓÏ ×ÅÒÅ 
afraid of creating any tension with the conglomerate.  

 

                                                        
7 Gregorio Selser, Nicaragua de Walker a Somoza, Mex Sur Editorial, México, 1984 
https://web.archive.org/web/20010210211308/http://www.patriagrande.net/argentina/gregorio.selser/index.html; ñPatria Grande: Nicaraguaò 

https://web.archive.org/web/20010228174107/http:/www.patriagrande.net/nicaragua/index.html  

8 Ligia María Peña Torres and Steven Palmer, A Rockefeller Foundation Health Primer for US-Occupied Nicaragua, 1914-1928. CBMH/BCHM 
/ Volume 25:1 2008 / p. 43-69 
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 US Marine occupation forces participating in a funeral on the street near 
 the old national palace, Managua, 1927. US Marine photo published in:  

 ȱ3ÁÎÄÉÎÏ %ÎÆÒÅÎÔÁ !Ì )ÍÐÅÒÉÁÌÉÓÍÏȱȟ 
 Editorial Nueva Nicaragua, First Edition, 1981. 

 

The geopolitical hegemony of the United Fruit Company was reinforced by the US 
Marines, which were deployed in Central America and the Caribbean to defend the interests 
ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÒÐÏÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÄÏÚÅÎÓ ÏÆ ÔÉÍÅÓ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ ρωπρ ÁÎÄ ρωστȢ 4ÈÅ Ȱ"ÁÎÁÎÁ 7ÁÒÓȟȱ ÁÓ ÔÈÅÓÅ 
were called, produced such a trove of experiences in capitalist combat against 
impoverished rebels that the Marines systematized their ÌÅÁÒÎÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ Ȱ3ÍÁÌÌ 7ÁÒÓ 
-ÁÎÕÁÌȟȱ ÐÕÂÌÉÓÈÅÄ ÉÎ ρωτπȢ  

In Nicaragua, banana interests were slowed by the need for a railroad system.9 The US 
commercial bank Brown Brothers financed the railway system, and came to control 
.ÉÃÁÒÁÇÕÁȭÓ .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ "ÁÎËȢ "ÕÎÄÙ #ÏÌÅȟ Á ÍÁÎÁÇÅÒ ÏÆ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ "ÒÏ×Î "ÒÏÔÈÅÒȭÓ ÓÕÂÓÉÄÉÁÒÉÅÓ ÉÎ 
.ÉÃÁÒÁÇÕÁȟ ÆÁÍÏÕÓÌÙ ÓÁÉÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ρωςπÓȟ Ȱ) ÄÏ ÎÏÔ ÔÈÉÎË ÁÎÙ )ÎÄÉÁÎ ÏÒ ÁÎÙ ÎÅÇÒÏ ÉÓ ÃÁÐÁÂÌÅ ÏÆ 
self-ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔȢȱ !ÆÔÅÒ Á ,ÉÂÅÒÁÌ ÕÐÒÉÓÉÎÇ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ Á 53-supported Conservative government 
led to civil war in 1926, the United States intervened to prevent a Liberal victory, forcing all 
parties to agree to a power-sharing government that would preserve US interests. 

Liberal general Augusto César Sandino refused the terms of the US plan, and, with just 
29 menȟ ÅÍÂÁÒËÅÄ ÏÎ Á ÇÕÅÒÉÌÌÁ ×ÁÒ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ ÔÈÅ 53 ÏÃÃÕÐÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ .ÉÃÁÒÁÇÕÁȢ 3ÁÎÄÉÎÏȭÓ ÆÉÒÓÔ 
armed action was the occupation of the San Andrés Mine in Nueva Segovia, where he drove 
off the US managers and turned over the mine to the workers to run collectively. Sandino 
was declared an outlaw and US marines were sent to Ocotal to initiate a counter-insurgency 
campaign. Internationally, Sandino became a symbol of resistance to the US empire, and 
grassroots anti-imperialist leagues and Communist parties across the Americas debated 
whether his guerrilla tactics were acceptable or represented a threat to the dominant 
parliamentary political methods promoted internationally by the Soviet Union. 

                                                        
9 Thomas Schoonover and Lester D. Langley, The Banana Men: American Mercenaries and Entrepreneurs in Central America, 1880-1930. 
(University Press of Kentucky, 1995), p. 25 
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 US Flag flies over US Marine Headquarters, Ocotal, Nicaragua, July 16, 1927. 
 US Marine Corps. Photo reprinted in Editorial Nueva Nicaragua, 

 Ȱ3ÁÎÄÉÎÏȡ %ÎÆÒÅÎÔÁ ÁÌ )ÍÐÅÒÉÁÌÉÓÍÏȱȟ &ÉÒÓÔ %ÄÉÔÉÏÎ υύόφ 

 

The first use in the Americas of airplanes to drop bombs occurred in Nicaragua, as US 
marines leveled the countryside and forcibly displaced peasants from small towns of the 
3ÅÇÏÖÉÁ ÒÅÇÉÏÎ ÉÎ ÒÅÐÅÁÔÅÄ ÁÔÔÅÍÐÔÓ ÔÏ ÅÌÉÍÉÎÁÔÅ 3ÁÎÄÉÎÏȭÓ ÆÏÒÃÅÓ10. Use of mercenary 
troops to hunt Sandino eventually became a concerted US effort to build a National Guard 
in Nicaragua, which US planners assumed would strengthen democratic institutions. 
-ÅÁÎ×ÈÉÌÅȟ 3ÁÎÄÉÎÏȭÓ ×ÒÉÔÉÎÇÓ ÔÏÏË ÏÎ ÃÌÁÓÓ ÄÉÍÅÎÓÉÏÎÓȟ ÁÓ ÈÅ ÉÎÓÉÓÔÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓ ÏÆ 
prolonged anti-imperialist struggle would need the unique qualities of workers and 
peasants.  

By 1933, the US govÅÒÎÍÅÎÔ ×ÉÔÈÄÒÅ× ÔÒÏÏÐÓ ÆÒÏÍ .ÉÃÁÒÁÇÕÁ ÁÎÄ ÁÎÎÏÕÎÃÅÄ ÉÔÓ Ȱ'ÏÏÄ 
.ÅÉÇÈÂÏÒȱ ÐÏÌÉÃÙ ÔÏ×ÁÒÄÓ ,ÁÔÉÎ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁȢ /ÎÃÅ ÔÈÅ 53 ÍÉÌÉÔÁÒÙ ÌÅÆÔȟ 3ÁÎÄÉÎÏ ÓÉÇÎÅÄ Á ÐÅÁÃÅ 
agreement with the Nicaraguan government, insisting on an end to hostilities between 
Nicaraguans and launching a campaign to support his proposal for the development of a 
national movement of worker-owned cooperatives, starting with the cooperative set up by 
his disarmed troops in Wiwilí. However, after a dinner party in Managua in 1934, Sandino 
was kidnappÅÄ ÂÙ ÈÅÎÃÈÍÅÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÌÅÁÄÅÒ ÏÆ .ÉÃÁÒÁÇÕÁȭÓ ÒÅÃÅÎÔÌÙ ÆÏÒÍÅÄ .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ 'ÕÁÒÄȟ 
Anastasio Somoza Garcia. Guardsmen assassinated Sandino, disappeared his corpse and 
went on to massacre his disarmed former troops in their cooperative in Wiwilí. The leader 
of NicÁÒÁÇÕÁȭÓ ÒÅÃÅÎÔÌÙ ÆÏÒÍÅÄ .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ 'ÕÁÒÄȟ !ÎÁÓÔÁÓÉÏ 3ÏÍÏÚÁ 'ÁÒÃÉÁȟ ÁÓÓÁÓÓÉÎÁÔÅÄ 
Sandino in 1934, and massacred his disarmed troops. Two years later, Somoza Garcia 
ÓÔÁÇÅÄ Á ÃÏÕÐ ÄȭïÔÁÔ ÁÎÄ ÉÎÓÔÁÌÌÅÄ ÈÉÍÓÅÌÆ ÁÓ .ÉÃÁÒÁÇÕÁȭÓ ÓÔÒÏÎÇÍÁÎȟ ×ÉÔÈ 53 ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔȢ 

                                                        
10 Neill Macaulay, The Sandino Affair. 
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Franklin $ÅÌÁÎÏ 2ÏÏÓÅÖÅÌÔ ÆÁÍÏÕÓÌÙ ÓÁÉÄ ÏÆ 3ÏÍÏÚÁȟ ȰÈÅȭÓ Á ÓÏÎ ÏÆ Á ÂÉÔÃÈȟ ÂÕÔ ÈÅȭÓ ÏÕÒ ÓÏÎ 
of a bitch11Ȣȱ 4ÈÅ 3ÏÍÏÚÁ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÒÕÌÅÄ ÁÓ Á 53-supported dictatorship from 1934 to 1979. 

 

The Sandinista Popular Revolution and the Contra War  

During the early 1960s, inspired by the success of the Cuban revolution, radical 
Nicaraguans led by student activist Carlos Fonseca created the Sandinista National 
Liberation Front. . Known as the FSLN for its Spanish initials, this Sandinista Front created 
ÁÎ ȰÈÉÓÔÏÒÉÃȱ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÔÏ ÂÒÅak free from US tutelage and the agro-export model.  

After nearly 20 years of sustained clandestine activities, the FSLN managed to lead a 
ÍÁÓÓÉÖÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ ÉÎÓÕÒÒÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÔÈÁÔ ÏÕÓÔÅÄ !ÎÁÓÔÁÓÉÏ 3ÏÍÏÚÁ $ÅÂÁÙÌÅȟ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ 3ÏÍÏÚÁȭÓ 
second son, in 1979, after his regime inflicted tens of thousands of casualties on the civilian 
population in a US-ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔÅÄ ÃÏÕÎÔÅÒ ÉÎÓÕÒÇÅÎÃÙȢ 4ÈÕÓ ÅÎÄÅÄ ÔÈÅ ȰÓÔÁÂÌÅȱ ÐÌÁÙÇÒÏÕÎÄ ÆÏÒ 
the wealthy, right-wing Nicaraguan families and their affluent US investor friends, 
preserved at the expense of the vast majority of the Nicaraguan people. To this day the US 
has never forgiven the social-ÍÉÎÄÅÄ 3ÁÎÄÉÎÉÓÔÁÓ ɉȰ3ÁÎÄÉÎÉÓÍÏȱɊ ÆÏÒ ÈÁÖÉÎÇ ÆÏÒÃÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÅÎÄ 
of the Somoza era.12 The US Congress quickly froze aid to Nicaragua, something it had never 
done since Somoza came to power in the 1930s. Even earlier, in 1978, as it appeared the 
Somoza dynasty was nearing defeat, US President Jimmy Carter had authorized covert CIA 
ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÆÏÒ .ÉÃÁÒÁÇÕÁÎ ȰÄÅÍÏÃÒÁÔÉÃȱ ÐÒÅÓÓ ÁÎÄ ÌÁÂÏÒ ÕÎÉÏÎ ÅÌÅÍÅÎÔÓȢ13 

In March 1980, Carter, alarmed at this loss of a US investor haven, ordered Major 
General Robert Schweitzer to Honduras to confer with its armed forces about becoming a 
ȰÂÕÌ×ÁÒËȱ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÓÍ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ #ÅÎÔÒÁÌ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ ÒÅÇÉÏÎȢ #ÁÒÔÅÒ ÁÕÔÈÏÒÉÚÅÄ Αρ ÍÉÌÌÉÏÎ 
for the CIA to support anti-Sandinista labor groups, media, and political organizations. In 
mid-.ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒ ρωψπȟ ÎÅ×ÌÙ ÅÌÅÃÔÅÄȟ ÂÕÔ ÎÏÔ ÙÅÔ ÉÎÁÕÇÕÒÁÔÅÄȟ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ 2ÅÁÇÁÎȭÓ ÔÒÁÎÓÉÔÉÏÎ 
team met with a small group of exiled Nicaraguans in Honduras in preparations to fight the 
Sandinistas.14  

)Î -ÁÒÃÈ ρωψρȟ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ 2ÏÎÁÌÄ 2ÅÁÇÁÎȭÓ ÓÅÃÏÎÄ ÍÏÎÔÈ ÉÎ ÏÆÆÉÃÅȟ ÈÅ ÉÓÓÕÅÄ Á 
Presidential Finding authorizing the CIA to undertake covert activities directed against 
Nicaragua and its new Sandinista revolutionary government, the Frente Sandinista de 
Liberación Nacional (FSLN). The government was not called that; it was called El Gobierno 
de Reconstrucción Nacional. An initial $19 million was allocated for the purpose of 
destroying15 the Sandinistas, beginning with a 500-ÍÁÎ ȰÁÃÔÉÏÎ ÔÅÁÍȱ ÔÏ ÅÎÇÁÇÅ ÉÎ 
paramilitary and political operations.  

                                                        
11 George Black, The Good Neighbor, 25-26 

12 A similar political dynamic has been occurring in Venezuela ever since socialist Hugo Chávez was first elected in 1999. Internal US 

documents clearly lay out consistent plans to destabilize and destroy ñChavismoò, Chávez having survived three coups until his death in 2013, 
and his successor Maduro also surviving various attempts to oust him from power, including at least one assassination attempt with drones. 

Currently the US Trump administration has recognized an unknown 35 year-old Venezuelan as the ñlegitimate President,ò basically labeling the 

democratically elected Maduro a ñusurperò, and ordering him to oust himself. In effect, the US intends to destroy any political or social 
movement that curtails the unfettered growth and expansion of private capitalism. 

13 ñA Secret War for Nicaragua,ò Newsweek, November 8, 1982, p. 44; Theodore Draper, A Very Thin Line: the Iran-Contra Affairs (New York: 
Hill and Wang, 1991), 17. 
14 The National Security Archive, Scott Armstrong, Executive Director, The Chronology: The Documented Day-by-Day Account of the Secret 
Military Assistance to Iran and the Contras (New York: Warner Books, 1987); Peter Kornbluh and Malcolm Byrne, eds., The Iran-Contra 

Scandal: The Declassified History (New York, A National Security Archive Documents Reader: The New Press, 1993). 
15 Nitlápan-Envío team, ñUpping the US War Ups the Contradictions,ò Envio, Number 64, October 1986; ñContra view on Ronald Reagan,ò The 
Guardian, July 4, 2011. https://www.theguardian.com/world/2011/jul/04/contra-view-on-ronald-reagan   

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2011/jul/04/contra-view-on-ronald-reagan
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"Ù ÓÕÍÍÅÒ ρωψρȟ 2ÅÁÇÁÎȭÓ 3ÔÁÔÅ $ÅÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔ ÁÉÄÅ 2ÏÂÅÒÔ -Ã&ÁÒÌÁÎÄ ÐÒÅÐÁÒÅÄ Á 
ÒÅÐÏÒÔȟ Ȱ4ÁËÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 7ÁÒ ÔÏ .ÉÃÁÒÁÇÕÁȱ16, and by December 1981, Nicaraguan exile groups, 
ÏÒ Ȱ#ÏÎÔÒÁÓȟȱ ÂÅÇÁÎ ÃÏÍÂÁÔ ÔÒÁÉÎÉÎÇ at a site west of Miami, and subsequently at training 
ÃÁÍÐÓ ÉÎ #ÁÌÉÆÏÒÎÉÁȟ .Å× *ÅÒÓÅÙȟ ÁÎÄ ÉÎ &ÌÏÒÉÄÁȭÓ 0ÁÎÈÁÎÄÌÅȢ !ÌÓÏ ÉÎ $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ ρωψρȟ ÔÈÅ 
Ȱ2ÅÄ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓȱ #)! /ÐÅÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÃÃÕÒÒÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ -ÉÓËÉÔÏ ÔÅÒÒÉÔÏÒÙ ÏÆ .ÏÒÔÈÅÁÓÔÅÒÎ .ÉÃÁÒÁÇÕÁ 
along the Honduran border, where Indigenous communities were forcefully relocated to 
create a beachhead inside Nicaraguan territory before the Sandinista government forces 
could establish control of the area. The hope was to create a breakaway state that could ask 
for US military support.17 In January 1982, Reagan requested and received, $5.1 million in 
US Agency for International Development (USAID) funds to provoke dissent against the 
new Nicaraguan government among Somocistas and among the Catholic Church hierarchy. 

By March 1982, the Contra paramilitary force had grown to 1,000 combatants, and CIA-
trained Contra demolition teams blew up two bridges near the Honduran border. A secret 
US Defense Intelligence Agency reported that between March 14 and June 21, 1982, a 100-
day perioÄȟ ÔÈÅ #ÏÎÔÒÁȭÓ ȰÔÅÒÒÏÒÉÓÔ ÇÒÏÕÐȱ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÅÄ ÉÎ ρπφ ÖÁÒÉÏÕÓ ȰÉÎÓÕÒÇÅÎÔȱ ÁÔÔÁÃËÓ ÉÎ 
Nicaragua, including the assassination of Sandinista government officials, the sabotage of 
highway bridges, sniper attacks against small military patrols, and the burning of a customs 
warehouse and food crops.18 This was an average of an armed attack every day, a pace that 
dramatically accelerated throughout the 1980s, daily crippling much of the country. By 
November 1982, membership in the Contras had grown to 4,000, each combatant being 
paid $23/month.  

In December 1982, Contra leaders met in Miami to develop strategies to topple the 
Sandinista government, utilizing a growing number of border sanctuary camps in 
Honduras.19 In February 1983, worried about growing stories of Contra atrocities ɀ the 
blinding, burning, beheading, dismembering, kidnapping, raping and killing of civilians ɀ 
Reagan spent $300,000 hiring the Miami-based public relations firm, Woody Kepner 
Associates, to produce positive images.20 Soon Reagan began calÌÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ #ÏÎÔÒÁÓ ȰÆÒÅÅÄÏÍ 
ÆÉÇÈÔÅÒÓȱȟ ÔÈÅ ȰÍÏÒÁÌ ÅÑÕÁÌÓ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ &ÏÕÎÄÉÎÇ &ÁÔÈÅÒÓȱ21, accusing the Sandinista government 
ÏÆ ȰÓÐÒÅÁÄÉÎÇ ÃÁÎÃÅÒȟȱ ÃÁÌÌÉÎÇ ÉÔ ÊÕÓÔ ÄÏ×ÎÒÉÇÈÔ ȰÍÁÌÉÇÎÁÎÔȟȱ22 and claiming it was operating 
ÁÓ Á ȰÔÏÔÁÌÉÔÁÒÉÁÎ ÄÕÎÇÅÏÎȱ23. 

2ÅÁÇÁÎȭÓ #)! ÃÈÉef, William Casey, gave instructions: "What more can we do about the 
ÅÃÏÎÏÍÙ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÂÁÓÔÁÒÄÓ Ó×ÅÁÔȟȱ ÅÍÐÈÁÓÉÚÉÎÇȟ Ȱ) ×ÁÎÔ ÓÏÍÅÔÈÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔȭÌÌ ÍÁËÅ ÔÈÅÍ 
ÈÕÒÔȢȱ24 4ÈÉÓ ×ÁÓ ÒÅÍÉÎÉÓÃÅÎÔ ÏÆ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ .ÉØÏÎȭÓ ÐÏÌÉÃÙ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÅÁÒÌÙ ρωχπÓ ÉÎ #ÈÉÌÅ ×ÈÅÎ 
he directed the CIA to engage in psychological warfare against democratically elected Dr. 

                                                        
16 Jonathan Marshall, Peter Dale Scott, and Jane Hunter, The Iran Contra Connection: Secret Teams and Covert Operations in the Reagan Era. 
(Boston: South End Press, 1987), 10. 
17 Timothy Alexander Guzman, ñThe CIAôs Dirty War in Nicaragua,ò Global Research, April 24, 2018; Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz, Blood on the 

Border: A Memoir of the Contra War (Cambridge, MA: South End Press, 2005). 
18 Thomas W. Walker, Ed., Reagan Versus the Sandinistas: The Undeclared War on Nicaragua (Boulder: Westview Press, 1987), Ch. 2, Peter 
Kornbluh, ñThe Covert Warò, p. 25. 
19 The National Security Archive, 20. 
20 The National Security Archive, 23-4. 
21 Robert Parry, Lost History: Contras, Cocaine, the Press & óProject Truthô (Arlington, VA: The Media Consortium, 1999), 61. 
22 Lindsey Gruson, ñOrtega Now Says End to Rebel Aid Can Save Truce,ò New York Times, October 29, 1989. 
23 David Hoffman and Joanne Omang, ñReagan Attacks 'Totalitarian' Nicaragua in Push for Rebel Aid,ò Washington Post, July 19, 1984. 
24 Bob Woodward, Veil: The Secret Wars of the CIA, 1981-1987 (New York: Simon & Schuster, 2005), 281. 
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3ÁÌÖÁÄÏÒ !ÌÌÅÎÄÅȭÓ ȰÓÏÃÉÁÌÉÓÍȱ ÂÙ ÍÁËÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÅÃÏÎÏÍÙ ȰÓÃÒÅÁÍȢȱ25 Thomas Pickering, the 
53 !ÍÂÁÓÓÁÄÏÒ ÔÏ %Ì 3ÁÌÖÁÄÏÒ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÔÉÍÅȟ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÂÅÄ ÔÈÅ 3ÁÎÄÉÎÉÓÔÁÓ ÁÓ ÁÎ ȰÉÎÆÅÃÔÅÄ ÐÉÅÃÅ of 
ÍÅÁÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÔÔÒÁÃÔÓ ÉÎÓÅÃÔÓȢȱ26 The hatred was both intense and irrational, satanic-like. A 
commander of the Contra FDN (Fuerza Democrática Nicaragüense ɀ Nicaraguan 
$ÅÍÏÃÒÁÔÉÃ &ÏÒÃÅɊ ÓÔÒÅÓÓÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ȰÃÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÈÅÁÄ ÏÆÆ ÔÈÅ 3ÁÎÄÉÎÉÓÔÁÓȢȱ27  

In October 1983, the CIA produced 2,000 copies of a 90-page Manual to guide Contra 
activities, Psychological Operations in Guerrilla Warfare28Ȣ )Ô ×ÁÓ ÒÅÆÅÒÒÅÄ ÔÏ ÁÓ Á ȰÍÕÒÄÅÒ 
ÍÁÎÕÁÌȱ ÆÏÒ ÔÅÒÒÏÒÉÓÔÓ ÂÁÓÅÄ ÏÎ ÁÎ ÅÁÒÌÉÅÒ ÏÎÅ ÕÓÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ 53ȭÓ Ȱ0ÈÏÅÎÉØȱ ÁÓÓÁÓÓÉÎÁÔÉÏÎ 
program in Viet Nam in the late 1960s and utilized in El Salvador during the 1980s, when 
the US funded and directed the death squad government against revolutionary rebels. This 
-ÁÎÕÁÌȭÓ ÓÅÃÔÉÏÎȟ Ȱ3ÅÌÅÃÔÉÖÅ 5ÓÅ ÏÆ 6ÉÏÌÅÎÃÅȱȟ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÂÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÈÉÒÅ ÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÉonal 
criminals, or thugs, for selective jobs, including sabotage and murder; the neutralizing of 
key officials, including judges, local Sandinista leaders, police and state security officials; 
creating martyrs for the Contras by staging violence at demonstrations, causing deaths of 
their own supporters with strategically located cameramen to assure images to enhance 
public relations; and coercing locals to carry out disruptive assignments. The Manual, in 
effect, was a primer on committing war crimes ɀ grotesque violations of US and 
international law ɀ ÄÉÒÅÃÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ #ÏÎÔÒÁÓ ÔÏ ȰÏÖÅÒÔÈÒÏ×ȱ ÁÎÄ ȰÒÅÐÌÁÃÅȱ ÔÈÅ 3ÁÎÄÉÎÉÓÔÁ 
government. 

Additionally, about the same time, the CIA created a 16-page illustrated comic book, 
&ÒÅÅÄÏÍ &ÉÇÈÔÅÒȭÓ -ÁÎÕÁÌ29, air-dropped in 1983 over northern Nicaragua. It described its 
ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅ ÁÓ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÉÎÇ Á ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÁÌ ÇÕÉÄÅ ÔÏ ÌÉÂÅÒÁÔÉÎÇ .ÉÃÁÒÁÇÕÁ ÆÒÏÍ ȰÏÐÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ 
ÍÉÓÅÒÙȱ ÂÙ ȰÐÁÒÁÌÙÚÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÍÉÌÉÔÁÒÙ-ÉÎÄÕÓÔÒÉÁÌ ÃÏÍÐÌÅØ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÁÉÔÏÒÏÕÓ -ÁÒØÉÓÔ ÓÔÁÔÅȱȟ 
ÃÁÕÓÉÎÇ ȰÃÉÖÉÌ ÄÉÓÏÒÄÅÒȱȟ ÓÁÂÏÔÁÇÉÎÇ ÉÎÄÕstries, and undermining the Nicaraguan economy. 
It very explicitly described how ordinary citizens could disrupt the everyday workings of 
the Sandinista government: 

* hiding or destroying important tools 

* calling in sick for work 

* leaving lights and faucets on 

* breaking light bulbs and windows 

* stealing food from government supplies 

* releasing or stealing livestock from farming coops 

* spreading rumors 

* making false reports of fires and crimes 

* cutting telephone cables, severing telephone and electric lines 

* stopping up toilets 

                                                        
25 Robert Parry, ñMaking the Economy Scream,ò Consortium News, October 9, 2013. Allende was violently overthrown and killed in a CIA 
coup on September 11, 1973. 
26 ñEnvoy Is Said to Assert Nicaragua Is 'Infected'ò, New York Times/AP, Oct 5, 1984. 
27 Christopher Dickey, ñU.S. Support Bolsters Rebels' Confidence Inside Nicaraguaò, Washington Post, April 3, 1983. 
28 Subsequently published by Vintage Books, New York, 1985. 
29 Subsequently published by Grove Press, New York, 1985. 
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* disabling government vehicles, putting dirt and water in government gasoline tanks 
and carburetors 

* cutting down trees, blocking highways 

* placing nails on roads and highways 

* instructions on making Molotov cocktails to firebomb police stations 

* etc. 

2ÅÁÇÁÎȭÓ ÉÎÉÔÉÁÌ ÅÆÆÏÒÔÓ ÔÏ ÄÅÓÔÁÂÉÌÉÚÅȟ ÐÒÏÍÏÔÅ ÆÅÁÒȟ ÄÉÓÃÏÎÔÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ ÄÅÍÏÒÁÌÉÚÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÁÎÄ 
to accelerate economic collapse, became a ten-year almost fanatical campaign to completely 
destroy the Sandinistas. A June 1983 CIA National Intelligence Estimate on Contra activity 
stated, "Fear and uncertainty stemming from the violence have crippled investment, 
exacerbated capital flight and cut off commercial lending. Fighting in the countryside has 
reduced traditional seasonal labor migration and cut into harvests."30 This, of course, was 
ÅØÁÃÔÌÙ ÔÈÅ 2ÅÁÇÁÎ ÁÄÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÉÎÔÅÎÔÉÏÎȢ 

In March 1983, the CIA established a $50 million intelligence network in Central 
America, with over 150 CIA operatives and technicians that planned infiltrating US agents 
into Nicaragua and piloting low-altitude spy planes.31 In June, President Reagan created a 
ÍÁÓÓÉÖÅ ÄÏÍÅÓÔÉÃ ÐÒÏÐÁÇÁÎÄÁ ÁÇÅÎÃÙȟ Ȱ0ÒÏÊÅÃÔ $ÅÍÏÃÒÁÃÙȢȱ32 Congress later provided $24 
million overt aid to the Contras. Soon after, the ContrÁÓ ÓÁÂÏÔÁÇÅÄ -ÁÎÁÇÕÁȭÓ ÁÉÒÐÏÒÔȟ ÔÈÅ 
Corinto port facilities, and an oil pipeline in the western coastal town of Puerto Sandino. In 
January-&ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙȟ ρωψτȟ #)! ȰÁÓÓÅÔÓȱ ÍÉÎÅÄ .ÉÃÁÒÁÇÕÁȭÓ ÈÁÒÂÏÒÓ ÉÎ ÆÌÁÇÒÁÎÔ ÖÉÏÌÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÁÌÌ 
international law.33 

In November 1ωψσȟ #ÏÎÇÒÅÓÓ ÃÒÅÁÔÅÄ ÔÈÅ Ȱ.ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ %ÎÄÏ×ÍÅÎÔ ÆÏÒ $ÅÍÏÃÒÁÃÙȱ ɉ.%$Ɋ 
to openly perform one of the tasks that the CIA had secretly been carrying out for years, i.e., 
interfering in elections in other countries to promote what US Americans describe as 
ȰÄÅÍÏÃÒÁÔÉÃȱ ÐÒÏÃÅÓÓÅÓȢ34 It immediately began funding printing supplies and salaries for 
the right wing Chamorro-owned daily newspaper La Prensa to promote the cause and 
ÉÍÁÇÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÏÎÔÒÁÓ ÁÓ ÁÃÈÉÅÖÉÎÇ ȰÄÅÍÏÃÒÁÃÙȱ ÉÎ .ÉÃÁÒÁÇÕÁȢ35 Soon it was receiving 
$100,000 a year, and after La Prensa was shut down for over a year by the government for 
its pro-Contra articles, it resumed operations with $250,000 from the NED.36 

CIA and NED money increasingly supported various non-military, internal opposition 
disruptive activiti es as well. Manipulation of public opinion through controlling news 
stories that included staging photogenic events, became a daily exercise.37 The CIA created 
ÃÌÁÎÄÅÓÔÉÎÅ ÒÁÄÉÏ ÓÔÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÉÎ (ÏÎÄÕÒÁÓȟ #ÏÓÔÁ 2ÉÃÁȟ ÁÎÄ ÏÎÅ ÏÎ .ÉÃÁÒÁÇÕÁȭÓ !ÔÌÁÎÔÉÃ ÃÏÁÓÔ 
aimed at the Miskito Indians.38 The goal was to distort facts and intelligence to make the 
Contras look good, and especially to convince the US Congress and the US American people 

                                                        
30 Peter Kornbluh, ñUncle Samôs Money War Against the Sandinistasò, Washington Post, August 27, 1989. 

31 The National Security Archive, 26. 
32 Ibid., 15. 

33 Blum, 292. 

34 William Blum, Killing Hope: U.S. Military and CIA Interventions Since World War II (Monroe, ME: Common Courage Press, 1995), 303. 
35 Parry, 64. 

36 Holly Sklar, Washingtonôs War on Nicaragua (Boston: South End Press, 1988), 195. 

37 Parry, Chapter Two, ñPerception Management,ò 56-78. 
38 Walker, ed., Howard H. Frederick, Ch Seven, ñElectronic Penetration,ò 130-140. 
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ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÎÏÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÏÎÔÒÁ ÅÆÆÏÒÔȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ Ȱ-ÁÒØÉÓÔ ÔÙÒÁÎÎÙȱ ÏÆ the 
Sandinistas. These efforts continued ad nauseum until the 1990 elections.39 

The US supplied the Contras with almost daily aerial reconnaissance intelligence 
identifying the location and movement of Nicaraguan army troops. Aerial violations of 
Nicaraguan airspace occurred thousands of times from Costa Rican and Honduran territory 
throughout the 1980s, especially by helicopters and small planes. US ships off the 
Nicaraguan and Salvadoran coasts were equipped with electronic surveillance devices, in 
addition to the constant presence of US aircraft carriers, destroyers and battleships. US CIA 
pilots flew hundreds of air-drop supply missions, keeping the Contras steadily equipped 
with weapons, ammunition and other supplies.40  

It was a Goliath versus David operation, the giant US obsessed with destroying the 
ÓÍÁÌÌ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙ ÏÆ .ÉÃÁÒÁÇÕÁȟ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ȰÅÖÉÌȱ 3ÁÎÄÉÎÉÓÔÁÓȢ At various times there were 
as many as 11,000 US National Guard and regular army troops, including Green Berets plus 
US Marines in neighboring Honduras, staging threatening maneuvers with Honduran 
ÆÏÒÃÅÓȟ ÓÕÃÈ ÁÓ Ȱ"ÉÇ 0ÉÎÅȱ ÇÒÏÕÎÄȟ ÁÉÒȟ ÁÎÄ ÓÅÁ ÏÐÅÒÁÔÉÏÎÓ.41 Honduras became known as the 
USS Honduras since it was so saturated with US-constructed military bases, in addition to a 
ÇÒÏ×ÉÎÇ ÎÕÍÂÅÒ ÏÆ ÍÏÒÅ ÔÈÁÎ Ô×Ï ÄÏÚÅÎ #ÏÎÔÒÁ ÓÁÎÃÔÕÁÒÙ ÃÁÍÐÓ ÁÌÏÎÇ .ÉÃÁÒÁÇÕÁȭÓ 
northern border, housing at any one time as many as 12,000 combatant terrorists, and 
50,000 to 60,000 of their family members. Several thousand more Contra troops resided 
inside Nicaragua, or were in camps along the southern Costa Rican Front. Unauthorized 
USAID combat helicopters regularly ferried Contra troops to various locations as well as 
supplying their camps.42 The US Ambassador to Honduras at the time, John Negroponte, 
was a key figure in USS Honduras conducting the Contra war against neighboring Nicaragua. 
The famous US Peace Corps was also present with the largest contingent of any nation in 
the world, well over 300, serving as teachers and basic health care providers for Contra 
families in the camps. 

2ÅÁÇÁÎȭÓ ×ÁÒ ×ÁÓ ÁÎ ÉÎÔÅÎÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÃÁÍÐÁÉÇÎ ÔÏ ȰÈÁÒÁÓÓȱ ÁÎÄ ȰÐÒÅÓÓÕÒÅȱ ÔÈÅ 3ÁÎÄÉÎÉÓÔÁÓ 
×ÉÔÈ ȰÖÉÃÉÏÕÓȱ ÁÔÔÁÃËÓ ÏÎ ÓÍÁÌÌ ÖÉÌÌÁÇÅÓȟ ÓÔÁÔÅ-owned agricultural cooperatives, rural health 
clinics, bridges, electricity generating stations, and, especially, key Sandinista leaders. 
2ÅÁÇÁÎ ÄÉÓÍÉÓÓÅÄ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÓ ÏÆ #ÏÎÔÒÁ ÁÔÒÏÃÉÔÉÅÓ ÁÓ Ȱ3ÁÎÄÉÎÉÓÔÁ ÄÉÓÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎȱȟ ÍÁÉÎÔÁÉÎÉÎÇ Á 
ÍÙÔÈÏÌÏÇÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÏÎÔÒÁÓ ÁÓ ȰÇÏÏÄȱ ÇÕÅÒÒÉÌÌÁÓȢ43  

In light of mounting Congressional opposition to funding the Contra war, via the 
restrictive Boland Amendments, Reagan officials met in June 1984 to discuss a way to 
sustain it by asking third countries to privately fund and maintain the effort, circumventing 
Congressional power to ÃÕÒÔÁÉÌ ÔÈÅ #)!ȭÓ ÐÁÒÁÍÉÌÉÔÁÒÙ ÏÐÅÒÁÔÉÏÎÓȢ )ÓÒÁÅÌȟ "ÒÕÎÅÉȟ 3ÏÕÔÈ 
Africa, Taiwan, and South Korea were among the nations that made contributions, while 
3ÁÕÄÉ !ÒÁÂÉÁȭÓ +ÉÎÇ &ÁÈÄ ÁÌÏÎÅ ÓÅÎÔ ÏÖÅÒ Ασπ ÍÉÌÌÉÏÎȟ ÉÎ ÁÄÄÉÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÆÕÎÄÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÏÔÈÅÒ 
members of the World Anti-Communist League (WACL) headed up by retired US General 

                                                        
39 In general, See: Roger Peace, ñWinning Hearts and Minds: The Debate Over U.S. Intervention in Nicaragua in the 1980sò, Peace & Change: 
A Journal of Peace Research, Vol 35, Issue #1, January 2010; Parry, Ch 2, ñPerception Management, 56-78. 

40 Stephen Kinzer, Blood of Brothers: Life and War in Nicaragua (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1991), 341. 

41 Richard Halloran, ñPentagon Details Honduras Actionò, New York Times, July 26, 1983; Walker, Ch 3, Eva Gold, ñMilitary Encirclementò, 
39-47. 

42 Dorothy Anger, Honduran Contra Camps 1989, November 23, 2018, Dorothy Anger, Anthropology, Society & Culture,  
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43 Walker, Ch 2, Peter Kornbluh, ñThe Covert Warò, 27.  
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John Singlaub. Further, many wealthy US citizens contributed millions of dollars for the 
Contras, among them beer magnate Joseph Coors.44 

Edgar Chamorro, member of the prestigious Chamorro family, a former Jesuit priest 
and full professor at the UCA (University of Central America in Managua), was an early 
member of the Directorate of the main Contra fighting force, the FDN ( Fuerza Democrática 
Nicaragüense), serving as their major public relations spokesperson. In 1984, he resigned 
in disgust at the operations and behavior of the Contras, which were almost totally dictated 
ÂÙ ÔÈÅ #)!ȭÓ ÒÅÐÁÃËÁÇÉÎÇ ÔÅÃÈÎÉÑÕÅÓȟ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÌÉÅÓ ÂÅÃÁÍÅ ÔÈÅ ÒÕÌÅ ÔÏ ÃÏÎÆÕÓÅ ÔÈÅ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÌ 
public, Congress and the press. This even included creating human rights organizations to 
perpetuate the deception and false propaganda. 

&ÒÏÍ #ÈÁÍÏÒÒÏȭÓ ρωψχ ÐÁÍÐÈÌÅÔȟ Packaging the Contras: A Case of CIA Disinformation: 
Ȱ)Î ÔÈÅ ÅØÃÅÓÓÅÓ ÏÆ ÉÎÖÅÎÔÉÎÇ ÁÎ ÁÒÔÉÆÉÃÉÁÌ ÆÏrce, and in the need to stage events and to create 
impressions without consideration for substantial realities, there was no longer a 
distinction between reality and fiction. The secondary became the primary; image and 
impression were more important than sÕÂÓÔÁÎÃÅȣȢɍ,ɎÉÅÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÕÓÅÄ ÔÏ ÍÁÎÉÐÕÌÁÔÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ 
and events to such an extent that behind the lies there was nothing but self-illusion and 
self-ÄÅÃÅÐÔÉÏÎȣȢɍ!Ɏ ÎÅÇÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÒÁÌ ÄÉÓÔÉÎÃÔÉÏÎ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ ÇÏÏÄ ÁÎÄ ÅÖÉÌȣÌÅÄ ÔÏ Á 
legitimization of concepts such as a good war, a good crime, a good rape, a good lie. This is 
how murder and torture were justified, how the destruction of property and the sabotage 
of an economy and the social fabric of a nation were excused, all in the name of patriotism 
and anticommuniÓÍȢȱ45 His comments are profoundly relevant to understanding the 
rhetoric and techniques of the April 2018 US orchestrated coup described further below. 

Earlier in 1984, President Reagan signed National Security Decision Directive (NSDD) 
#124 ordering economic sanctions against Nicaragua to build pressure on its people. On 
May 1, 1985, a severe economic embargo was instituted, applying a ridiculous US statutory 
premise that the "policies and actions of the Government of Nicaragua continue to pose an 
unusual and extraordinary threat to the national security and foreign policy of the United 
3ÔÁÔÅÓȢȱ46 This ludicrous claim has been repeated in the context of the 2018 coup attempt. 
The embargo was renewed every 6 months through 1990, and was supplemented by an 
"invisible blockade" of Multilateral Development Bank (MDB) loans, as the US vetoed or 
stopped all loans by the World Bank and the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB). The 
US also applied pressure on European governments to refuse help to Nicaragua. In a 
particularly cruel, sadistic policy, the US refused any help to Nicaragua after its Atlantic 
Coast was struck head-on in 1988 by Hurricane Joan, one of the most devastating natural 
disasters ever to hit Central America. A high US government official cheerfully proclaimed 
ÔÈÁÔ (ÕÒÒÉÃÁÎÅ *ÏÁÎ ×ÁÓ ȰÔÈÅ ÂÉÇÇÅÓÔ ÖÉÃÔÏÒÙ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ #ÏÎÔÒÁÓȟ ÙÅÔȱȢ47 

)Î *ÕÌÙ ρωψυȟ #ÏÌȢ /ÌÉÖÅÒ .ÏÒÔÈ ÏÆ 2ÅÁÇÁÎȭÓ .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ 3ÅÃÕÒÉÔÙ #ÏÕÎÃÉÌȟ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÅÄ ÔÈÅ 
Ȱ5Ȣ3Ȣ 0ÏÌÉÔÉÃÁÌȾ-ÉÌÉÔÁÒÙ 3ÔÒÁÔÅÇÙ ÆÏÒ .ÉÃÁÒÁÇÕÁȟȱ Á ÃÏÍÐÒÅÈÅÎÓÉÖÅ ÔÈÒÅÅ-phase plan explicitly 
designed to overthrow the Sandinista government, that included the defeat and 
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ÄÅÍÏÂÉÌÉÚÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ 3ÁÎÄÉÎÉÓÔÁ ÁÒÍÅÄ ÆÏÒÃÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÉÍÐÌÅÍÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ &$. ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍÓȢȱ48 
4ÈÅ ÐÌÁÎ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅÄ ÄÉÒÅÃÔÉÎÇ #ÏÎÔÒÁÓ ͼÔÏ ÒÅÐÅÁÔÅÄÌÙȣÄÉÓÒÕÐÔ ÔÈÅ ÅÃÏÎÏÍÉÃ ÉÎÆÒÁÓÔÒÕÃÔÕÒÅ Ïf 
Nicaragua with priority given to the electrical grid, water, transportation and 
communication systems", as a "show of force action with maximum psychological 
benefit."49 Of course this plan egregiously violated international law prohibiting the 
targeting of civilians or civilian infrastructure. By the end of 1985, the Nicaraguan Ministry 
of Health estimated that 3,652 civilians had been killed, 4,039 wounded, and 5,232 
kidnapped during Contra raids.50 The toll was mounting. 

Brian Willson tells his story:  

ȰMy first trip to Nicaragua occurred in January 1986 when I attempted to 
learn Spanish at a school in Estelí. During the first week, the Contras attacked 
three farming cooperatives near Estelí, killing eleven campesinos. I watched 
six of those victims lying in open caskets being carried on horse drawn 
wagons moving slowly to the Estelí cemetery. I was furious, and sickened.  

Ȱ3ÏÏÎ ÁÆÔÅÒȟ ) ÖÉÓÉÔÅÄ ÔÈÅ 53 %ÍÂÁÓÓÙ ÁÎÄ ÓÐÏËÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÏÆÆÉÃÉÁÌ 'ÁÒÒÅÔÔ 
Sweeny. He informed me that the two factors determining the future of 
.ÉÃÁÒÁÇÕÁ ×ÅÒÅȡ ɉρɊ ÔÈÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ ÒÅÁÃÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÉÎÔÅÒÎÁÌ ÅÃÏÎÏÍÉÃ ÓÈÏÒÔÁÇÅÓ ÄÕÅ 
to the economic embargo, including "food shortages", and (2) the military 
ͼÆÏÒÔÕÎÅÓͼ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÔÒÁÓȢ 4ÈÅ ÇÏÁÌ ÏÆ 53 ÐÏÌÉÃÙȟ ÈÅ ÓÁÉÄȟ ×ÁÓ ȰÐÅÁÃÅÆÕÌ ÂÕÔ ÔÈÅ 
manner in which we pursue it is not."51 In effect, the US policy was dominated 
by military terrorism, supported primarily by Republicans in the Congress, 
while starvation was supported primarily by Democrats. 

Ȱ/Î *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ ρσȟ ÊÕÓÔ ÏÖÅÒ Á ×ÅÅË ÁÆÔÅÒ ) ÌÁÎÄÅÄ ÉÎ .ÉÃÁÒÁÇÕÁȟ the U.S. 
National Security Council (NSC) launched an all-out campaign to convince 
Congress and the American people that the Sandinistas were a growing 
ÔÈÒÅÁÔ ÔÏ ÁÌÌ ÏÆ #ÅÎÔÒÁÌ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁȢ %ÌÌÉÏÔÔ !ÂÒÁÍÓȟ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ 2ÅÁÇÁÎȭÓ ÁÓÓÉÓÔÁÎÔ 
secretary of state for Inter-American Affairs, began this new propaganda 
campaign with a nationally distributed op-ed piece in which he declared that 
ÔÈÅÒÅ ×ÁÓ ȰÎÏ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎ ÔÈÅ 3ÁÎÄÉÎÉÓÔÁ ÒÅÇÉÍÅ ÉÓ ÒÅÐÒÅÓÓÉÖÅ ÁÎÄ ÕÎÄÅÍÏÃÒÁÔÉÃ 
. . . subverting neighboring democratic countries.52  

Ȱ7Èile studying in Estelí I arranged an interview with a group of Contra 
prisoners at the nearby penitentiary. I was quite disturbed to hear these 
impoverished campesinos describe their CIA recruiters enticing them to 
ÂÅÃÏÍÅ #ÏÎÔÒÁÓ ÔÏ ÓÔÏÐ 3ÁÎÄÉÎÉÓÔÁÓ ÆÒÏÍ ȰÅÁÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÂÁÂÉÅÓȢȱ 

Abrams and the Reagan administration were asking Congress for an additional $100 
ÍÉÌÌÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÆÕÎÄ ÔÈÅ #ÏÎÔÒÁ ȰÆÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÆÉÇÈÔÅÒÓȱ ÔÏ ÃÏÕÎÔÅÒ ÔÈÅ ȰÔÈÒÅÁÔȱ ÔÈÅ 3ÁÎÄÉÎÉÓÔÁÓ ÐÏÓÅÄ 
ÔÏ ÎÅÉÇÈÂÏÒÉÎÇ ȰÄÅÍÏÃÒÁÔÉÃȱ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÉÅÓȢ )Î ÓÈÏÒÔȟ 2ÅÁÇÁÎ ×ÁÓ Ásking for $100 million to fund 
ÔÅÒÒÏÒÉÓÔÓȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÍÅÁÎÔ ÍÁÎÙ ÍÏÒÅ ÃÉÖÉÌÉÁÎÓ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ËÉÌÌÅÄ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ÔÈÉÓ ÕÇÌÙ ȰÓÅÃÒÅÔȱ ×ÁÒ 
ÅÎÄÅÄȢ !ÂÒÁÍÓȭÓ ÏÐ-ed was a part of a massive Orwellian campaign spearheaded by the 
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49 Peter Kornbluh, ñUncle Samôs Money War Against the Sandinistas,ò Washington Post, August 27, 1989. 

50 Walker, 27.  

51 From personal notes of the meeting. 
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7ÈÉÔÅ (ÏÕÓÅ ÓÔÁÒÔÉÎÇ ÉÎ ρωψσ ÔÏ ÍÁÎÁÇÅ ȰÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÐÅÒÃÅÐÔÉÏÎÓȟȱ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÓȟ ÔÏ ȰÍÁÎÕÆÁÃÔÕÒÅ 
ÃÏÎÓÅÎÔȢȱ53 /ÂÓÅÓÓÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÅÌÉÍÉÎÁÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÄÁÎÇÅÒÏÕÓ ȰÖÉÒÕÓȱ ÐÏÓÅÄ ÂÙ .ÉÃÁÒÁÇÕÁȭÓ ÐÏÐÕÌÁÒ 
revolution, administration officials knew that the vast majority of Nicaraguans resisted the 
#ÏÎÔÒÁ ȰÆÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÆÉÇÈÔÅÒÓȱ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ Íajority of U.S. Americans opposed Contra aid as 
well.54  

/Î *ÕÎÅ ςυȟ ρωψφȟ ÔÈÅ 53 (ÏÕÓÅ ÏÆ 2ÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÖÅÓ ÖÏÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ 2ÅÁÇÁÎȭÓ ÎÅ× 
request for $100 million for the Contra terrorists. Ironically, just two days after that vote, 
the World Court rendered ÉÔÓ ÆÉÎÁÌ ÄÅÃÉÓÉÏÎ ÏÎ .ÉÃÁÒÁÇÕÁȭÓ ÓÕÉÔ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ ÔÈÅ 5ÎÉÔÅÄ 3ÔÁÔÅÓȟ ÉÎ 
×ÈÉÃÈ ÉÔ ÏÒÄÅÒÅÄ ÔÈÅ 5Ȣ3Ȣ ȰÉÍÍÅÄÉÁÔÅÌÙ ÔÏ ÃÅÁÓÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÏ ÒÅÆÒÁÉÎ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÒÁÉÎÉÎÇȟ ÁÒÍÉÎÇȟ 
equipping, financing and supplying the contra forces or otherwise encouraging, supporting, 
and aiding ÍÉÌÉÔÁÒÙ ÁÎÄ ÐÁÒÁÍÉÌÉÔÁÒÙ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓ ÉÎ ÁÎÄ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ .ÉÃÁÒÁÇÕÁȢȱ 4ÈÅ ÃÏÕÒÔ ÁÌÓÏ 
ordered the United States to provide reparations to Nicaragua, later determined at more 
than $17 billion. Though the US had been an initial signatory to the treaty creating the court 
ÓÕÂÊÅÃÔ ÔÏ ÉÔÓ ÃÈÁÒÔÅÒȟ ÂÏÔÈ 2ÅÁÇÁÎ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ #ÏÎÇÒÅÓÓ ÂÌÁÔÁÎÔÌÙ ÉÇÎÏÒÅÄ ÔÈÅ 7ÏÒÌÄ #ÏÕÒÔȭÓ 
order. 

Such disregard for the rule of law was, sadly, not unprecedented. During the Banana 
Wars at the start of the twentieth century, the United States destroyed the Central 
American Court of Justice, initially established at U.S. initiative, when that court ruled 
against the U.S. in regard to its earlier interventions in Nicaragua in 1912 and 1916.55 

The religious right was also involved in this campaign. Pat Robertson, chair of the 
#ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎ "ÒÏÁÄÃÁÓÔÉÎÇ .ÅÔ×ÏÒËȟ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ "ÒÉÁÎȭÓ ÐÁÒÅÎÔÓȭ ÆÁÖÏÒÉÔÅ 46 ÅÖÁÎÇÅÌÉÓÔÓȟ ×ÁÓ ÑÕÏÔÅÄ 
in Time ÍÁÇÁÚÉÎÅ ÓÁÙÉÎÇȟ Ȱ4ÈÅ 5Ȣ3Ȣ ÈÁÓ Á ÍÏÒÁÌ ÏÂÌÉÇÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ȬÆÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÆÉÇÈÔÅÒÓȭ ×ÈÏ 
ÂÁÔÔÌÅ ȬÓÁÔÁÎÉÃȭ #ÏÍÍÕÎÉÓÍȢȱ56 Robertson was adamant that Contra fighters would be 
ȰÓÁÖÅÄȱ ÂÙ *ÅÓÕÓ ÁÓ ÈÅ ÌÅÄ ÒÅÌÉÇÉÏÕÓ ÃÏÎÖÅÒÓÉÏÎ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ (ÏÎÄÕÒÁÎ ÃÁÍÐÓȟ57 publicly 
applauding their armed invasion of Nicaragua58. 

On October 5, 1986, a dramatic event revealed the extent of the US supply network to 
the Contras, and additionally a strange, direct connection to arms sales to Iran. Two young 
Sandinista soldiers, 17 and 19 years old respectively, using a surface-to-air missile (SAM), 
shot down a clandestine US C-123 air freighter carrying 13,000 pounds of military supplies, 
including 60 AK-47s, 50,000 rounds of ammunition, grenades and their launchers, jungle 
boots, and water packets originating from Brooklyn, New York.59 One of the CIA-supported 
air crew, Eugene Hasenfus, from Wisconsin, parachuted to safety and was captured by the 
young Sandinistas. He was part of a four-man crew flying Contra supply missions at an 
altitude of 2,300 feet about twenty miles north of the Costa Rican border when it was hit by 
the missile near San Carlos, Nicaragua. Hasenfus survived because he was near the open 
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History, eds., Peter Kornbluh and Malcolm Byrne (New York: The New Press, 1993), 21. 

54 ñVirusò is a term often used by Noam Chomsky. 
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door ready to kick out heavy boxes of military supplies attached to parachutes, and he had 
a parachute himself. The pilot and copilot, both of whom had served with Hasenfus in 
secret CIA air drop operations in Laos in the 1960s and 1970s, were killed. The fourth crew 
member, a Nicaraguan, was also killed. Until this shoot down, the US had successfully 
dropped as many as 500 secret shipments of supplies to waiting Contras on the ground.60 

Ȱ&ÒÁÎËÌÉÎȟȱ ÈÅÁÄ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ Ȱ*ÏÒÇÅ 3ÁÌÁÚÁÒȱ #ÏÎÔÒÁ ÔÁÓË ÆÏÒÃÅ ÏÆ ρȟτππ ÍÅÒÃÅÎÁÒÙ ÆÉÇÈÔÅÒÓ 
stationed deep in central Zelaya Department, was waiting for the guns and ammunition to 
fall from the sky that day; despite not receiving the expected shipÍÅÎÔȟ &ÒÁÎËÌÉÎȭÓ ÂÁÎÄ ÏÆ 
terrorists had sufficient weapons eight days later to ambush a passenger bus traveling from 
Rancho Alegre to La Gateada, about thirty-five miles north of the ill-fated drop site. The 
group opened fire indiscriminately with rifles and machine guns, leaving two passengers 
dead and fifteen wounded; two others were kidnapped.61 

The CIA and Reagan of course denied any connection to Hasenfus, but the downing of 
ÔÈÅ ÁÉÒÃÒÁÆÔ ÁÎÄ (ÁÓÅÎÆÕÓȭÓ ÃÏÎÆÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÅØÐÏÓÅÄ ×ÈÁÔ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅÃÏÍÅ ËÎÏ×Î ÁÓ ÔÈÅ )ran-
Contra scandal. Eventually, it would be revealed that the United States had engaged in a 
doubly illegal covert actionɂillegally trading arms to Iran for U.S. hostages in Lebanon, 
while using the cash gained from Iran to provide weapons to the Contras in Nicaragua in 
violation of congressional prohibitions.  

Hasenfus knew many details about the complex Iran-Contra funding scheme because 
he had made over 60 phone calls from his 1986 safe house residency in a fashionable San 
Salvador neighborhood to his boss, Max Gomez, who was in regular consultation with Vice 
President George H.W. Bush. But calls were also made to Southern Air Transport in Miami 
(an airline conducting covert activities for the CIA), to retired Major General Richard 
3ÅÃÏÒÄȟ ÈÅÁÄ ÏÆ Ȱ4ÈÅ %ÎÔÅÒÐÒÉÓÅȱ ÁÒÍÓ ÓÕÐÐÌÙÉÎÇ ÏÐÅÒÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÁÔ ÈÉÓ ÈÏÍÅ ÉÎ 6ÉÒÇÉÎÉÁȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÏ 
-ÁÒÉÎÅ ,ÔȢ #ÏÌ .ÏÒÔÈȭÓ ÎÕÍÂÅÒ ÁÔ 2ÅÁÇÁÎȭÓ .3# ÉÎ 7ÁÓÈÉÎÇÔÏÎȟ $Ȣ#Ȣ62  

'ÏÍÅÚȭÓ ÁÌÉÁÓ ×ÁÓ &ÅÌÉØ 2ÏÄÒÉÇÕÅÚȟ ÔÈÅ ÓÏÎ ÏÆ Á ×ÅÁÌÔÈÙ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÏÆ #ÕÂÁÎ ÌÁÎÄ Ï×ÎÅÒÓȢ 
He had been a CIA operative during the 1961 failed Cuban Bay of Pigs invasion, and served 
as a veteran of the US war against Viet Nam. In addition to his regular contact with Vice-
President Bush, Gomez was in regular contact with Secord and North, who controlled the 
Swiss bank account used to purchase the weapons. Secord also provided weapons flown or 
trucked directly to Contra supply bases in Honduras, such as Palmerola, El Aguacate, San 
Lorenzo, and Jamastran, which last the General Accounting Office concluded had been 
illegally constructed or upgraded by U.S. engineers in 1984. Weapons from private U.S. 
ÄÏÎÏÒÓ ÁÌÏÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ 3ÅÃÏÒÄȭÓ ÉÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÁÒÍÓ ÓÕÐÐÌÉÅÒÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÆÌÏ×Î ÄÉÒÅÃÔÌÙ ÆÒÏÍ 
warehouses at Ilopango in San Salvador to Contras deep within Nicaraguan territory, over 
ÅÉÔÈÅÒ ÔÈÅ (ÏÎÄÕÒÁÎ ÏÒ #ÏÓÔÁ 2ÉÃÁÎ ÂÏÒÄÅÒÓȢ !ÌÌ ÔÈÉÓ ÄÉÓÃÌÏÓÅÄ %Ì 3ÁÌÖÁÄÏÒȭÓ ÒÏÌÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 
Contra war.  

Brian continues: 

Ȱ) ÁÎÄ Ô×Ï ÏÔÈÅÒ 53 ÖÅÔÅÒÁÎÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÅÁÇÅÒ ÔÏ ÍÅÅÔ ×ÉÔÈ %ÕÇÅÎÅ (ÁÓÅÎÆÕÓ 
since he was such a direct link between the United States and the Contras. 
The Nicaraguan government arranged for us to travel with Hasenfus by 

                                                        
60 Kinzer, 311. 

61 Ibid.; National Security Archive, Chronology, 515 
62 Ibid., 325. 
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helicopter, along with a Nicaraguan judicial team and an ABC-TV crew, to the 
remote October 5 crash site for an inspection. At the crash site, debris was 
scattered over a wide areaɂÔ×ÉÓÔÅÄ ÍÅÔÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÐÁÒÔÓ ÏÆ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÐÌÁÎÅȭÓ 
engines, numerous pieces of AK-47s, boots, portions of wooden ammunition 
boxes, water packets, etc. We initiated a conversation with Hasenfus there. 

Ȱ(Å ÓÅÅÍÅÄ ÑÕÉÔÅ ×ÉÌÌÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÔÁÌË ÔÏ %ÎÇÌÉÓÈ-speaking people who cared 
about his story. Later we visited him at Tipitapa Prison, located ten miles 
from Managua. At that meeting, he told us that he was paid $3,000 a month, 
and $750 for each flight. He described his ten secret arms supply flights as 
originatin g from Ilopango, San Salvador, sometimes routed over northern 
Nicaragua from Honduras, other times routed south over the Pacific to Costa 
2ÉÃÁ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ÆÌÙÉÎÇ ÏÖÅÒ ÓÏÕÔÈÅÒÎ .ÉÃÁÒÁÇÕÁȢȱ  

Many hearings were held when Iran-#ÏÎÔÒÁ ÂÅÃÁÍÅ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÁÆÔÅÒ (ÁÓÅÎÆÕÓȭÓ shoot 
down, but no one was really punished. North never served jail time, and his conviction was 
overturned on appeal; he actually ran for the U.S. Senate in Virginia in 1994. Secord pleaded 
guilty for lying and was given two years of probation. He then became a corporate CEO. 
Earlier in his career he had been involved in the secret air war in Laos from 1966 to 1968.  

&ÒÏÍ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÓÏÕÒÃÅÓ ×Å ÌÅÁÒÎÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÅÁÐÏÎÓ ÆÒÏÍ 3ÅÃÏÒÄȭÓ ÓÕÐÐÌÙ ÌÉÎÅÓ ×ÅÒÅ 
sometimes mixed with privately donated weapons, as well as weapons from the Concord, 
California, Naval Weapons Station. These weapons were temporarily being stored in the 
)ÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ (ÁÒÖÅÓÔÅÒ #ÏÍÐÁÎÙȭÓ ×ÁÒÅÈÏÕÓÅ ÉÎ %Ì 3ÁÌÖÁÄÏÒȢ63  

A high-ranking Green Beret officer declared in a December 1986 Los Angeles Weekly 
article that a U.S. invasion of Nicaragua had likely been planned for April 1987, but was 
delayed by the Iran-#ÏÎÔÒÁ ÒÅÖÅÌÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÅÒÕÐÔÅÄ ÁÆÔÅÒ (ÁÓÅÎÆÕÓȭÓ ÃÏÎÆÅÓÓÉÏÎȢ /ÎÇÏÉÎÇ 
frenzied U.S. rhetoric and troop movements in Honduras suggested, however, that an 
invasion still seemed imminent.  

The Latin American countries of Colombia, Mexico, Panama, and Venezuela, which had 
first met on Contadora Island (Panama) in 1983 to confront the militaristic stance of the US 
in the region, made continual efforts to end hostilities, especially in Nicaragua. Alfonso 
Chardy, writing in a May 10, 1987, article in The Philadelphia Inquirer, said that "U.S. 
officials sought to disrupt the efforts of the Contadora group of nations to negotiate an end 
to conflict in Central America because the peace talks complicated efforts to persuade 
Congress to approve Contra aid."64 The US did not want any real peace that would interrupt 
their plans to destroy the Sandinista revolution. 

In May 1986, a National Security Planning Group was convened due to the fear that 
Nicaragua was prepared to sign a Central American Contadora peace plan. One official who 
ÁÔÔÅÎÄÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇ ×ÁÓ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÓÁÉÄ ÔÈÅ ÁÄÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅÄ Á ȰÐÅÁÃÅ 
ÓÃÁÒÅȢȱ65

  But in 1986, Congress approved $100 million for the Contras, money for pure 
terrorism.  

Brian tells us more: 

                                                        
63 Tom Barry, Deb Preusch, and Beth Sims, The New Right Humanitarians (Albuquerque, NM: Inter-Hemispheric Education Research Center, 

1986), 56. 

64 Alfonso Chardy, ñThreats Abetted Contras Imperiling Talks Was One U.S. Tactic,ò The Philadelphia Inquirer, May 10, 1987. 
65 Joel Brinkley, ñReagan Offer: A Way to Help Contras,ò New York Times, Aug. 6, 1987. 
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Ȱ)Î ρωψχȟ ×ÈÉÌÅ ÏÎ Á ÓÉØ-×ÅÅË 53 ÖÅÔÅÒÁÎÓȭ ÄÅÌÅÇÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÂÓÅÒÖÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ×ÁÒ 
zones of Nicaragua, the ugliness of the Contra war ɀ the targeting of civilians 
and civilian infrastructure ɀ was viscerally painful. Schools, health clinics, 
government buildings, cooperative farms were regularly targeted for 
destruction as Sandinista leaders were regularly assassinated. Before 
returning to the US, I arranged to meet with a soft-spoken mechanical 
engineer from Portland, Oregon who had moved to Nicaragua in 1983 after 
graduating from the University of Washington. On April 7, I traveled to an ice 
cream shop in Matagalpa to meet Ben Linder. A unicyclist, clown, and juggler, 
ÈÅ ×ÁÓ ÅÓÐÅÃÉÁÌÌÙ ÐÏÐÕÌÁÒ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÍÐÅÓÉÎÏÓȭ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȢ )Î ρωψφ ÈÅ ÍÏÖÅÄ 
to tiny El Cuá in the Department of Jinotega and assembled a team to 
construct a small hydroelectric plant in the neighboring village of San José de 
Bocay so that peasants could have a few light bulbs and refrigeration for 
medicines. He shared with me how dangerous things had become for him and 
his Nicaraguan co-workers. The agricultural cooperative of El Cedro, near the 
dam construction site, had been recently attacked by the Contras where two 
ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔÓ ÈÁÄ ÂÅÅÎ ÍÕÒÄÅÒÅÄȠ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÍ ×ÁÓ Á ÃÌÏÓÅ ÆÒÉÅÎÄ ÏÆ "ÅÎȭÓȢ $ÕÒÉÎÇ 
that attack, the health clinic, food supply center, and a home had been burned 
to the ground.  

Ȱ3adly, Ben Linder himself became famous for being murdered by the 
Contras exactly three weeks after our visit, April 28, as he worked on the 
hydro project with his Nicaraguan coworkers, Sergio Fernandez and Pablo 
2ÏÓÁÌÅÓȢ $ÁÖÉÄ ,ÉÎÄÅÒȟ "ÅÎȭÓ ÆÁÔÈÅÒȟ Á ÒÅÔÉÒed hospital pathologist, traveled to 
Nicaragua and, after personally reviewing the autopsy and talking with the 
ÄÏÃÔÏÒ ×ÈÏ ÃÁÒÒÉÅÄ ÉÔ ÏÕÔȟ ÃÏÎÃÌÕÄÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ȬÔÈÅÙ ÂÌÅ× ÈÉÓ ÂÒÁÉÎÓ ÏÕÔ ÁÔ ÐÏÉÎÔ-
ÂÌÁÎË ÒÁÎÇÅ ÁÓ ÈÅ ÌÁÙ ×ÏÕÎÄÅÄȭ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÈÉÓ ÌÅÇÓ ÈÁÄ ÂÅÅÎ ÓÅÒÉÏÕÓÌÙ ÉÎjured by 
grenade shrapnel.66 Americas Watch, in a November 1987 report, concluded 
ÔÈÁÔ ,ÉÎÄÅÒ ȬÁÐÐÅÁÒÅÄ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÓÕÍÍÁÒÉÌÙ ÅØÅÃÕÔÅÄ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÓÉÔÅ ÏÆ Á 
hydroelectric project . . . by the contras ÁÆÔÅÒ ÁÎ ÁÍÂÕÓÈȢȭ  

Ȱ!ÎÄȟ ÍÏÒÅ ÄÉÓÇÕÓÔÉÎÇȟ ÁÔ Á ÆÏÒÍÁÌ ÈÅÁÒÉÎÇ ÏÎ "ÅÎ ,ÉÎÄÅÒȭÓ ÍÕÒÄÅÒ 
conducted in May 1987 by the House Foreign Affairs Subcommittee, Connie 
Mack (R-&,Ɋ ÁÄÍÏÎÉÓÈÅÄ ,ÉÎÄÅÒȭÓ ÐÁÒÅÎÔÓȡ Ȭ) ÃÁÎȭÔ ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄ ÈÏ× ÙÏÕ ÃÁÎ 
ÕÓÅ ÔÈÅ ÇÒÉÅÆ ) ËÎÏ× ÙÏÕ ÆÅÅÌ ÔÏ ÐÏÌÉÔÉÃÉÚÅ ÔÈÉÓ ÓÉÔÕÁÔÉÏÎ Ȣ Ȣ Ȣ ) ÄÏÎȭÔ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÂÅ 
touÇÈ ÏÎ ÙÏÕȟ ÂÕÔ ) ÒÅÁÌÌÙ ÆÅÅÌ ÔÈÁÔ ÙÏÕ ÈÁÖÅ ÁÓËÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÉÔȢȭ -ÒÓȢ ,ÉÎÄÅÒ 
ÒÅÓÐÏÎÄÅÄȟ Ȭ4ÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÓÔ ÃÒÕÅÌ ÔÈÉÎÇ ÙÏÕ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÈÁÖÅ ÓÁÉÄȢȭ -ÁÃËȡ Ȭ) ÄÏÎȭÔ 
ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒ ÉÔ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÃÒÕÅÌȟ ) ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒ ÉÔ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÐÏÉÎÔȢȭ %ÌÌÉÏÔÔ !ÂÒÁÍÓȟ 
assistant secretary of state, teÓÔÉÆÉÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ,ÉÎÄÅÒȭÓ ÄÅÁÔÈ ÎÅÅÄ ÎÏÔ ÈÁÖÅ 
ÏÃÃÕÒÒÅÄ ÂÕÔ ÆÏÒ .ÉÃÁÒÁÇÕÁȭÓ ȬÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅ ÏÆ ÐÅÒÍÉÔÔÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÅÖÅÎ ÅÎÃÏÕÒÁÇÉÎÇ 
!ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎÓ Ȣ Ȣ Ȣ ÔÏ ÔÒÁÖÅÌ ÉÎ ÃÏÍÂÁÔ ÚÏÎÅÓȭȢȱ67  

In 1988, Congress began openly financing opposition political parties in Nicaragua. In 
3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ ρωψψȟ 53 (ÏÕÓÅ 3ÐÅÁËÅÒ *ÉÍ 7ÒÉÇÈÔ ÓÁÉÄ ÈÅ ȰÈÁÄ ȬÃÌÅÁÒ ÔÅÓÔÉÍÏÎÙȭ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ #)! 

                                                        
66 Personal conversations with David Linder; Judy Butler, ñNicaragua: On the Nicaragua Solidarity Trail,ò Envio 74 (August 1987), 

http://www.envio.org.ni/articulo/3207. 

67 Anthony Lewis, ñAbroad at Home; 'The Most Cruel'ò, New York Times, May 15, 1987.https://www.nytimes.com/1987/05/15/opinion/abroad-
at-home-the-most-cruel.html  

http://www.envio.org.ni/articulo/3207
https://www.nytimes.com/1987/05/15/opinion/abroad-at-home-the-most-cruel.html
https://www.nytimes.com/1987/05/15/opinion/abroad-at-home-the-most-cruel.html
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of its involvement in instigating civil disturbances in Nicaragua," as the Reagan 
administration "covertly sought to provoke the Sandinista government into cracking down 
ÏÎ ÉÔÓ ÐÏÌÉÔÉÃÁÌ ÏÐÐÏÓÉÔÉÏÎȢȱ68 Meanwhile, the Central American Presidents continued their 
several peace initiatives, and at Tela, Honduras, August 7, 1989, they agreed to a 
requirement that the US-created and sustained Contras be demobilized and repatriated by 
December 5, 1989 (they were not). When President Ortega arrived at a subsequent October 
follow-up high level meeting in San José, Costa Rica, there had been several serious 
ambushes by Contras of Nicaraguan people registering to vote for the planned February 
1990 elections. As a result, Ortega threatened to call off the ceasefire that had been agreed 
to at Tela, since the Contras were in grotesque violation of its terms. An infuriated 
0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ 'ÅÏÒÇÅ (Ȣ7Ȣ "ÕÓÈ ÐÕÂÌÉÃÁÌÌÙ ÂÅÌÉÔÔÌÅÄ /ÒÔÅÇÁȟ ÃÁÌÌÉÎÇ ÈÉÍ Á ȰÌÉÔÔÌÅ ÍÁÎ ÉÎ Á 
ÍÉÌÉÔÁÒÙ ÕÎÉÆÏÒÍȱ ÌÉËÅ ÁÎ ȰÕÎ×ÁÎÔÅÄ ÁÎÉÍÁÌ ÁÔ Á ÇÁÒÄÅÎ ÐÁÒÔÙȟȱ ÃÏÎÃÕÒÒÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÔÅÌÅÖÉÓÉÏÎ 
ÒÅÐÏÒÔÅÒ ×ÈÏ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÂÅÄ /ÒÔÅÇÁ ÁÓ ȰÁ ÓËÕÎË ÁÔ Á ÐÉÃÎÉÃȢȱ69 Anthony Lewis wrote in an earlier 
November 19, 1987, New York Times column, that the Reagan Administration was fearful of 
any genuine Central American peace process because in fact: "They want war. That is the 
ÐÏÌÉÃÙȣ!Ó -ÒȢɍ(ÏÕÓÅ 3ÐÅÁËÅÒɎ 7ÒÉÇÈÔ ÓÁÉÄȟ ÔÈÅÙ ȬÁÒÅ ÓÃÁÒÅÄ ÔÏ ÄÅÁÔÈ ÔÈÁÔ ÐÅÁÃÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÒÅÁË 
ÏÕÔȢȭ70 

Brian continues his story: 

Ȱ&ÒÏÍ .ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒ σπ ÔÏ $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ ρτȟ ρωψωȟ ) ÌÅÄ Á ÓÍÁÌÌ ÄÅÌÅÇÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ 53 
veterans to Nicaragua to determine if the US and its Contra terrorist fighters 
were indeed complying with the Tela Accords to demobilize by December 5. 
We discovered that a number of assassinations of FSLN members, and others 
perceived as providing leadership in the communities, were continuing to be 
murdered on almost a daily basis. Many ex-Contras who chose to return 
under the agreed upon amnesty were being selected for assassination. On 
December 1, ex-contra Fermin Cardenas was killed in an ambush just north 
of Wiwilí in Jinotega Department. He had received training in the U.S. several 
years ago in North Carolina. In an interview in late 1988 or early 1989, he 
stated that Contra commander Enrique Bermudez was directly involved in 
ÁÐÐÒÏÖÉÎÇ ÏÐÅÒÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÔÏ ÄÅÓÔÒÏÙ 5Ȣ3Ȣ ÃÉÔÉÚÅÎ "ÅÎ ,ÉÎÄÅÒȭÓ ÈÙÄÒÏÅÌÅÃÔÒÉÃ 
project in the El Cua area, as well as to murder Linder himself. Cardenas also 
indicated that Bermudez gave a reward to the Contra who executed Linder.71 

Ȱ/Î $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ ρσȟ ÔÈÅ #ÏÎÔÒÁÓ ÅØÅÃÕÔÅÄ Á ÍÁÎ ÁÂÏÕÔ ρςȡσπ ÐȢÍȢ ÎÅÁÒ ÔÈÅ 
village of Susucayan in Nueva Segovia Department. The man executed had 
been named by the US-backed Unidad Nacional Opositora (UNO-National 
Opposition Union) to be a local candidate in the upcoming elections. He chose 
not to be a UNO candidate, and he was identified as a traitor by the Contras 
and removed from his house, tortured and then murdered. We visited a 
cooperative near San Ramon, Matagalpa on December 7 and learned that a 
man had recently been assassinated in a neighboring cooperative. 

                                                        
68 http://www.brianwillson.com/u-s-waged-low-intensity-warfare-in-nicaragua/ AP story, San Francisco Examiner, September. 24, 1988. 
69 Noam Chomsky, Deterring Democracy (New York: Random House, 2011), 283-290. 

70 http://www.brianwillson.com/the-us-american-way-of-war-intentional-killing-of-civilians-and-civilian-infrastructure/ 

71 ñU.S.-Waged óLow Intensityô Warfare in Nicaragua: Report of Veterans Peace Action Team Pre-election Observation Delegation to 
Nicaragua, November 30 to December 14, 1989ò; http://www.brianwillson.com/u-s-waged-low-intensity-warfare-in-nicaragua/  

http://www.brianwillson.com/u-s-waged-low-intensity-warfare-in-nicaragua/
http://www.brianwillson.com/the-us-american-way-of-war-intentional-killing-of-civilians-and-civilian-infrastructure/
http://www.brianwillson.com/u-s-waged-low-intensity-warfare-in-nicaragua/
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Ȱ7ÈÉÌÅ ÉÎ -ÁÔÁÇÁÌÐÁ #ÉÔÙ ÏÎ $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ φȟ ×Å ÌÅÁÒÎÅÄ ÏÆ Á #ÏÎÔÒÁ ÁÔÔÁÃË ÔÈÅ 
evening before at a cooperative near the neighboring city of Jinotega. Several 
people were killed and wounded, and some facilities were destroyed. While 
in San Pedro De Lovago on December 9, a public transport vehicle was blown 
up by a mine on the public road, killing or wounding over 20 civilians. On 
December 13 we traveled from Estelí to Quilalí to visit the 1988 López 
ambush site where 18 compesinos had been murdered. Heavy Contra activity 
on and along the road from Palacagüina and San Juan Telpaneca in Madriz 
Department forced us to travel the longer, more northern route to Quilalí. 

Ȱ5Ȣ3Ȣ 2ÅÃÏÎÎÁÉÓÓÁÎÃÅ ÏÖÅÒÆÌÉÇÈÔÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÃÏÎÔÉnuing at the rate of one every 
other day providing the Contras with regular photographic intelligence of 
positions of Nicaraguan army units and transportation patterns. Several 
flights occurred in December, tracked by Nicaraguan radar. 

Ȱ7Å ÖÉÓÉÔÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ χυ Mothers of the Heroes and Martyrs in La Dalia, 
Matagalpa. After hearing their stories over several hours we estimated that 
these 75 mothers experienced a collective loss of nearly 300 family members 
due to Contra terrorism during the war. One mother had lost 22 family 
members, having only her mother left. They expressed in powerful ways that 
ÔÈÅÙ ÈÁÄ ÓÕÆÆÅÒÅÄ ÅÎÏÕÇÈȢ Ȭ(Ï× ÃÁÎ ÙÏÕ ÈÅÌÐ ÕÓȟȭ ÔÈÅÙ ÁÓËÅÄȩ Ȭ7Å ×ÁÎÔ 
ÐÅÁÃÅȢȭ 7ÈÏ ÁÎÄ ÉÎ ×ÈÁÔ ÍÁÎÎÅÒ ×ÉÌÌ ×Å ÂÅ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÓÕÆÆÉÃÉÅÎÔÌÙ ÒÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔ ÔÈÅ 
suffering, and vision, of those mothers? If we can feel the suffering within us, 
that it is our suffering as well, and feel the vision within us, that it is our 
vision as well, then we will be motivated to act in ways we are not even 
Á×ÁÒÅ ÏÆ ÙÅÔȢȱ 

Another source of funding for the Contras derived from narcotics trafficking. In US 
Senator *ÏÈÎ +ÅÒÒÙȭÓ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÔÅÒÍȟ ρωψυ-1990, he quickly conducted a gutsy investigation of 
2ÅÁÇÁÎȭÓ ÃÏÖÅÒÔ ÅÆÆÏÒÔÓ ÔÏ ÆÕÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÓÈ-starved, illegal Contra terrorists in Nicaragua 
through proceeds from ÄÒÕÇ ÔÒÁÆÆÉÃËÉÎÇ ÕÎÄÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÃÌÏÁË ÏÆ ÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÓÅÃÕÒÉÔÙȢ +ÅÒÒÙȭÓ ρȟρφφ-
ÐÁÇÅ ÒÅÐÏÒÔ ÉÓÓÕÅÄ ÉÎ $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ ρωψψ ÃÏÎÃÌÕÄÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ȰÓÅÎÉÏÒ 5Ȣ3Ȣ ÐÏÌÉÃÙ ÍÁËÅÒÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÎÏÔ 
ÉÍÍÕÎÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÉÄÅÁ ÔÈÁÔ ÄÒÕÇ ÍÏÎÅÙ ×ÁÓ Á ÐÅÒÆÅÃÔ ÓÏÌÕÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ #ÏÎÔÒÁÓȭ ÆÕÎÄÉÎÇ 
ÐÒÏÂÌÅÍÓȢȱ72  

In 1996, investigative journalist Gary Webb revealed a sordid history of cocaine 
smuggling by the Nicaraguan Contras in a series of articles published in the San José 
Mercury News, later to be told in his exhaustive report, Dark Alliance.73 For more than a 
decade a San Francisco Bay area drug ring sold tons of crack cocaine to Los Angeles street 
gangs which funneled millions in drug profits to the CIA-backed Nicaraguan Contra 
terrorists. US officials were aware of this network and did little or nothing to stop it, and 
2ÅÁÇÁÎȭÓ ÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ 3ÅÃÕÒÉÔÙ #ÏÕÎÃÉÌ ÈÅÁÄÅÄ ÂÙ /ÌÉÖÅÒ .ÏÒÔÈ ÔÏÏË ÅØÔÒÁÏÒÄÉÎÁÒÙ ÓÔÅÐÓ ÔÏ 
protect the drug trafficking from public exposure. Webb examined thousands of pages of 
once secret documents of the CIA, FBI, DEA, and Los Angeles police Department, and from 
the Iran-Contra investigation. 

                                                        
72 Senate Foreign Relations Subcommittee Report on Terrorism, Narcotics and International Operations, Drugs, Law Enforcement and Foreign 

Policy, 100th Cong., 2d Sess, December 1988, 41 (Washington, DC: GPO, 1989). It was popularly termed the Kerry Committee. 
73 Gary Webb, Dark Alliance: The CIA, The Contras, and the Crack Cocaine Explosion (New York: Seven Stories Press, 1998). 
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In a June 11, 1989, New York Times article, "Bush Pressing Congress to Permit CIA Role 
in Nicaragua Elections," a State Department official was quoted as saying, "We want to keep 
the Sandinistas guessing." This reflects the arrogance, interventionist attitude and sadistic 
nature of U.S. foreign policy directed to Nicaragua.74  

By 1990, the US administration had spent nearly one billion dollars in unsuccessful 
efforts to overthrow the Sandinista government through its three-pronged approach: (1) 
ÆÕÎÄÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÄÉÒÅÃÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ #ÏÎÔÒÁ Ȱ,Ï× )ÎÔÅÎÓÉÔÙȱ #ÏÎÆÌÉÃÔ ɉ,)#Ɋ ÔÅÒÒÏÒ ÃÁÍÐÁÉÇÎȟ 
(2) enforcing a harsh economic embargo while blocking international loans, and (3) 
sabotaging genuine democratic elections. Over 30,000 citizens had been murdered, with 
many more maimed, including thousands of amputees, and even more displaced.  

 

The Neoliberal Period  

In 1990, the US-backed UNO and its presidential candidate, Violeta Chamorro, won the 
ÅÌÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ ÔÈÅ &3,.ȭÓ ÃÁÎÄÉÄÁÔÅȟ Daniel Ortega. Noam Chomsky commented that the 
.ÉÃÁÒÁÇÕÁÎ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ×ÅÒÅ ÖÏÔÉÎÇ Ȱ×ÉÔÈ Á ÇÕÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÈÅÁÄÓȟȱ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ 5./ ÐÒÏÍÉÓÅÄ ÁÎ ÅÎÄ ÔÏ 
the war if it won the elections. The 1990 turnover of power from the FSLN to the UNO is the 
only known case in the world of a government that took power through armed struggle 
peacefully turning over that power through electoral means. After the electoral defeat of 
the Sandinistas in 1990, former land owners returned to Nicaragua from the USA. They 
began to take back their former estates through legal and less than legal maneuvering, 
ÄÒÉÖÉÎÇ ÍÁÎÙ ÒÕÒÁÌ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÏÆÆ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÙ ÈÁÄ ÂÅÅÎ ÃÕÌÔÉÖÁÔÉÎÇȢ 4ÈÉÓ ȰÁÇÒÁÒÉÁÎ ÃÏÕÎÔÅÒ-
ÒÅÆÏÒÍȱ ÁÓ ÉÔ ÂÅÃÁÍÅ ËÎÏ×Îȟ ÌÅÆÔ ÍÁÎÙ ÈÕÎÄÒÅÄÓ ÏÆ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÌÁÎÄÌÅÓÓ ÉÎ ÉÔÓ ×ÁËÅ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 
1990s and early 2000s.  

During the three presidential periods from 1990 to 2006, the Nicaraguan government 
ÐÒÉÖÁÔÉÚÅÄ ÈÅÁÌÔÈ ÃÁÒÅ ÁÎÄ ÉÎÔÒÏÄÕÃÅÄ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ȰÁÕÔÏÎÏÍÙȱȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÍÁÄÅ ÅÁÃÈ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ 
ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÉÂÌÅ ÆÏÒ ÐÁÙÉÎÇ ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒÓȭ ÁÎÄ ÁÄÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÁÔÏÒÓȭ ÓÁÌÁÒÉÅÓȟ ÅÓÓÅÎÔÉÁÌly passing the 
cost of education on to parents. By 1996, 34 per cent of the population was considered 
illiterate, while half a million children and teenagers were outside the school system, in a 
country with a total population of 6 million people75. Nicaragua became the second poorest 
country of the western hemisphere, after Haiti, as international aid and remittances from 
Nicaraguan citizens living abroad became the pillars of the economy.76 The 2006 Central 
American Free Trade Agreement, signed by Central American countries as well as the 
5ÎÉÔÅÄ 3ÔÁÔÅÓȟ ÏÐÅÎÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÄÏÏÒ ÔÏ ȰÆÒÅÅ ÔÒÁÄÅ ÚÏÎÅÓȱ ÏÒ ÅÎÃÌÁÖÅÓ ÆÏÒ ÆÏÒÅÉÇÎ-owned textile 
ÆÁÃÔÏÒÉÅÓ ÔÏ ÔÁËÅ ÁÄÖÁÎÔÁÇÅ ÏÆ .ÉÃÁÒÁÇÕÁȭÓ ÃÈÅÁÐ ÌÁÂÏÒ ×ÈÉÌÅ ÁÖÏÉÄÉÎÇ ÐÁÙÉÎÇ ÔÁØÅÓȢ 
(Ï×ÅÖÅÒȟ ÔÈÅ ȰÌÏÓÔ ÄÅÃÁÄÅȱ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ρωωπÓ ÁÎÄ ÅÁÒÌy 2000s was not simply an uncontested, 
top-down process; on the contrary, student movements shut down Managua for several 
months protesting against budget cuts, and rural workers virtually occupied state farms on 

                                                        
74 Robert Pear, ñBush Pressing Congress to Permit C.I.A. Role in Nicaragua Election,ò New York Times, June 11, 1989.  
75 U. Hanemann, (2006) ñNicaraguaôs Literacy Campaignò paper commissioned for the EFA Global Monitoring Report 2006, Literacy for Life, 

Hamburg: UNESCO Institute for Education. 

UNDP (1998) Human Development Report 1998, New York: UNDP.  
76 J.C. Bonino, (2016) Globalización a la Centroamericana, Managua: Alcaldía de Managua. 
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the cusp of being privatized, creating cooperatives and a bottom-up process of land 
reform77. 

Prior to the scheduled February 1990 national election, President Bush informed the 
Nicaraguan people in no uncertain terms, that if they chose not to vote for the US-selected 
candidate, Violetta Chamorro, for their president, the vicious US war and economic 
embargo would continue. The US spent nearly $50 million creating the UNO Party 
specifically for the election of an alternative to the FSLN.78 The Sandinistas understandably 
lost as the people were exhaustÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ ×ÁÒȟ ÁÎÄ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÅÄ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ "ÕÓÈȭÓ ÓÔÅÒÎ 
suggestion. Chamorro was the fifth of the Chamorro family dynasty to serve as President of 
Nicaragua in the Twentieth Century. But the Sandinistas were devastated. 

More details from Brian: 

Ȱ) ÈÁÄ ÓÅÒÖÅÄ ÁÓ an election observer at the February 25, 1990 elections, 
monitoring in three small indigenous communities northwest of Puerto 
Cabezas near the Atlantic Coast. Having no electricity, I observed with others 
the hand counting of ballots by candlelight into the early morning hours of 
February 26. Mechanically, the process seemed fair with observers 
representing the different parties. Later in the day the national results 
revealed about 55 percent for UNO/Chamorro, and 41 percent for 
FSLN/Ortega. Though terribly disappointed in the results, I understood that 
the Nicaragua people were voting with a gun pointed at their head since 
President Bush had warned the Nicaraguans that a vote for Ortega translated 
into continued war and economic deprivation. The mechanical process 
appeared fair, but the national political context controlled by the US made it 
impossible for Nicaragua to facilitate a process that would reveal genuinely 
honest voter sentiments. 

Ȱ7ÈÅÎ ÄÅÐÁÒÔÉÎÇ ÆÒÏÍ .ÉÃÁÒÁÇÕÁ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 53 ÁÆÔÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÅÌÅÃÔÉÏÎÓȟ ÔÈÅ 
gentleman sitting next to me on the plane was on his last trip as the 
Sandinista government representative to Europe for Nicaraguan coffee sales. 
In good English, he sadly shared with me something I have never forgotten: 
Ȭ)Ô ÉÓ Á ÓÈÁÍÅ ÔÈÅ 53 ÊÕÓÔ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÎÏÔ ÌÅÔ ÏÕÒ ÆÌÏ×ÅÒ ÂÌÏÓÓÏÍȭȢ !Ó ÔÈÅ ÐÌÁÎÅ ×ÁÓ 
accelerating down the runway lifting into the air, I found myself sobbing, 
×ÏÎÄÅÒÉÎÇ ×ÈÅÔÈÅÒ ) ×ÏÕÌÄ ÅÖÅÒ ÓÅÅ .ÉÃÁÒÁÇÕÁ ÁÇÁÉÎȢȱ 

The results brought welcome, celebratory relief for the wealthy Nicaraguan right-wing 
and comfortable US investors. They could have their rich playground back. Privatization of 
services and infrastructure for profit was restored at the expense of the vast majority of the 
Nicaraguan people. Most of the gains of the revolution, in education, healthcare, gender 
equity, etc., were to be reversed. 

In subsequent elections in 1996 and 2002, candidates of the Constitutionalist Liberal 
Party (Arnoldo Aleman, 1997-2002, Enrique Bolanos, 2002-2007) defeated efforts by the 
FSLN (Ortega) to regain the presidency. Wikileaks cables reveal that the US continued its 
efforts to block any re-emergence of the Sandinistas, and make clear that if the FSLN had 

                                                        
77 B. Wilson, (2013) ñBreaking the chains: coffee, crisis, and farmworker struggle in Nicaragua,ò Environment and Planning 45: 2592ï609 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1068/a46262 . 
78 http://www.brianwillson.com/how-the-u-s-purchased-the-1990-nicaragua-elections/ 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1068/a46262
http://www.brianwillson.com/how-the-u-s-purchased-the-1990-nicaragua-elections/
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won, the US threatened to curtail investments, to renew economic sanctions, and to 
eliminate remittances from the US. Before Bolanos left power at the end of 2006, his 
administration passed a draconian anti-abortion law banning the practice in all 
circumstances. This horrible policy is often blamed solely on the FSLN, which regained 
political power in 2007. The FSLN won subsequent elections in 2011 and 2016, much to the 
chagrin of the US. 

 

The Second Phase of the Sandinista Revolution  

After coming in second in three consecutive presidential elections, Daniel Ortega beat 
all other candidates with 38 per cent of the vote in 2006 and returned to the presidency in 
2007 after 17 years. The incoming Sandinista-led coalition created a National Unity and 
2ÅÃÏÎÃÉÌÉÁÔÉÏÎ ɉ.52Ɋ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔȟ ×ÉÔÈ ÓÌÏÇÁÎÓ ÓÕÃÈ ÁÓ Ȱ#ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎ ÖÁÌÕÅÓȟ ÓÏÃÉÁÌÉÓÔ ÅÔÈÉÃÓȟ 
and actions of solidaritÙȢȱ 7ÉÔÈÉÎ ÉÔÓ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔ ÐÌÁÎÓȟ ÔÈÅ ȰÒÅÃÕÐÅÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÒÉÇÈÔÓȱ ÐÌÁÙÓ Á 
major role, guiding diverse policies, including the renewed literacy campaigns, and the 
reconstruction of public education and public health care, among other key areas.79 Social 
infrastÒÕÃÔÕÒÅȟ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÉÎÇ ÒÏÁÄÓȟ ÐÁÒËÓȟ ÆÁÒÍÅÒÓȭ ÍÁÒËÅÔÓȟ ÃÈÉÌÄ ÃÁÒÅ ÃÅÎÔÅÒÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÍÁÔÅÒÎÉÔÙ 
homes in each municipality of the country, has been the hallmark of the NUR government.  

One of the first laws related to the food sector to be enacted by the returning Sandinista 
government was Law 693, the Law of Food and Nutritional Sovereignty and Security of 
2009. This law, the goal of several years of social movement articulation and lobbying, 
declared food sovereignty and security to be the responsibility of the State, to be carried 
out in collaboration with territorial and social actors80. Aside from Law 693, there are 
several recent laws that contribute to the argument that food sovereignty is a legitimate 
analytical lens for understanding Nicaraguan food and agricultural social processes. Law 
717 mandates the creation of a fund for purchasing land for distribution to women 
peasants. Law 765, the Law to Foment Agroecological and Organic Production, establishes 
norms for agroecological production and the capacity for municipalities to create local 
ordinances to foment agroecology. New state entities, such as the Ministry of the Family, 
Community, Cooperative and Associative Economy, have become spaces for promoting 
small-scale farmers and food producers through fairs, fÁÒÍÅÒÓȭ ÍÁÒËÅÔÓȟ ÍÉÃÒÏ-loans, and 
training 81. 

These policies have contributed to Nicaragua having among the highest rates of 
economic growth in Latin America between 2007 and 2018. Nicaragua has the highest 
human development index score in Latin America, and has been considered the country 
with the greatest level of gender equality in the region. In 2007, Nicaragua became part of 
the Bolivarian Alliance of the Peoples of Our America (ALBA), a group of nations seeking a 
regional integration based on principles of complementarity and respect for socioeconomic 
models that seek alternatives to capitalist development. For nearly a decade, Venezuela 

                                                        
79 National Human Development Plan of Nicaragua (PNDH), (2012), Plan Nacional de Desarrollo humano Actualizado 2012ï2016. Available at 

http://www.pndh.gob.ni/ 
80 S. Araujo, and W. Godek, (2014) ñOpportunities and challenges for food sovereignty policies in Latin America: the case of Nicaragua,ò in 

n.c.s lambek, P. claeys, A. Wong and l. Brilmayer (eds.), Rethinking Food Systems: Structural Challenges, New Strategies and the Law, pp. 53ï

74, London: Springer. 
81 Orlando Núñez-Soto. (2015) Sandinismo y Socialismo, Managua: Fondo cultural Darío y Sandino. 
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contributed petroleum and loans to Nicaragua, providing a crucial initial investment for the 
economy of small-scale producers, while Cuban doctors provided diverse health services. 

There is no doubt that the US Government has long been hostile to the ALBA alliance, 
with particularly violent postures toward Cuba and Venezuela. Until 2016, the official US 
stance on Nicaragua was not as aggressive, and the Nicaraguan government avoided the 
ËÉÎÄÓ ÏÆ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÃÌÁÓÈÅÓ ×ÉÔÈ 5ÎÉÔÅÄ 3ÔÁÔÅÓȭ ÉÍÐÅÒÉÁÌÉÓÍ ÔÈÁÔ 6ÅÎÅÚÕÅÌÁȭÓ (ÕÇÏ #ÈÜÖÅÚȟ 
%ÃÕÁÄÏÒȭÓ 2ÁÆÁÅÌ #ÏÒÒÅÁȟ ÁÎÄ "ÏÌÉÖÉÁȭÓ %ÖÏ -ÏÒÁÌÅÓ ÔÏÏË ÏÎ ÁÓ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÐÏÌÉÔÉÃÁÌ 
strategy. On the part of the Nicaraguan Sandinista government, it is clear that avoiding 
conflict with the US is a basic need for governing the country, as evidenced by nearly two 
hundred years of history. Additionally, the unhealed wounds of the Contra war require a 
permanent emphasis on peace and reconciliation on its part, which would be incompatible 
with heightened anti-US discourse. However, it is not immediately clear why the United 
States did not act more decisively against the FSLN government until 2018, although it is 
likely that the continental geopolitical situation had deteriorated for leftist governments 
since the 2013 death of Hugo Chávez and, with that decline, the opportunity finally opened 
up for US imperialism. 

Since at least 2010, examining Wikileaks cables, Department of State memos, NED, 
USAID budgets and documents seized in arrests of 2018 coup suspects, it is clear the US has 
expended perhaps as much as $200 million to oust the Ortega-led Sandinista government. 
Depressed over the 2006 Sandinista electoÒÁÌ ÖÉÃÔÏÒÙȟ ÔÈÅ 53 ÈÁÓ ÈÁÄ ÁÓ ÉÔÓ ÅØÐÌÉÃÉÔ ÇÏÁÌ ȰÔÈÅ 
achievement in an immediate future of a government akin to the interest of the US 
ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔȟȱ ÔÏ ȰÁÌÉÅÎÁÔÅ ÔÈÅ !,"! ÍÏÖÅÍÅÎÔ ÆÒÏÍ .ÉÃÁÒÁÇÕÁȟȱ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ȰÃÒÅÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ 
ÃÏÎÄÉÔÉÏÎÓ ÆÏÒ ÒÅÇÉÍÅ ÃÈÁÎÇÅȢȱ !Î .$) (National Democratic Institute, one of four core 
entities of the NED) 2013 memorandum, identified four lines of attack in a strategy to 
ÄÅÓÔÁÂÉÌÉÚÅ ÁÎÄ ÃÈÁÎÇÅ ÔÈÅ .ÉÃÁÒÁÇÕÁ ȰÒÅÇÉÍÅȱȡ ɉρɊ ÔÒÁÉÎÉÎÇ ÙÏÕÎÇ ÐÏÌÉÔÉÃÁÌ ÌÅÁÄÅÒÓȠ ɉςɊ 
media war; (3) unification of the opposition; and (4) strengthening civil society 
ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎÓȟ ÐÒÅÐÁÒÉÎÇ Á ȰÃÏÕÐ ÄȭïÔÁÔ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ $ÁÎÉÅÌ /ÒÔÅÇÁȢȱ 4ÈÅ 53 %ÍÂÁÓÓÙ ÁÎÄ 53!)$ 
have been preparing the conditions for a coup from since at least 2013. Their efforts 
culminated in the April ɀ July 2018 coup attempt, unsuccessfully as it turned out.   
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What Really Happened in Nicaragua in 2018: Myth and 
Fact 
By Barbara Larcom  

 

We all can agree on at least one thing: what happened in Nicaragua in 2018 was 
heartbreaking. We may disagree about the numbers, or the source of the tragedy. But the 
loss of life ɀ the numerous injuries ɀ the acts of cruelty ɀ the psychological trauma ɀ the 
ÄÅÓÔÒÕÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ ÌÉÖÅÌÉÈÏÏÄÓ ɀ the devastation of the economy ɀ these have had 
lasting effects on the Nicaraguan people and others who love them.  

Can Nicaragua move forward from these events? An important step in healing will be 
for all of us to seek the truth together.  For a moment, please set aside what you think you 
know about the conflict in Nicaragua. Examine carefully the facts and arguments presented 
below. While not comprehensive, they are adequate to prompt a thinking person to 
question deeply what really occurred. Also please ask yourself, what might be the motives 
of the various actors involved? Does it make sense that they would act in a particular way, 
given their position? 

This chapter is a brief summary of four common claims  about the crisis in Nicaragua ɀ 
claims which are demonstrably false. Each of these myths is countered by selected facts and 
arguments. You may explore the details in richer depth by delving into the other chapters 
of this reader. 

MYTH #1: The crisis beginning in  April 2018 was a spontaneous uprising by ordinary 
people  (see, for example, an article in Counterpunch.) 

FACT #1: The crisis was deliberately manufactur ed, with years of planning in some 
sectors, by groups opposed to the Nicaraguan government; and chaos was created by 
a massive, intentional dissemination of rumors and lies as well as criminal activity.   

The US government and Nicaraguan NGOs: Over a period of years, the United States 
ÈÁÓ ÆÕÎÄÅÄ ÔÒÁÉÎÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ȰÄÅÍÏÃÒÁÃÙ ÁÎÄ ÈÕÍÁÎ ÒÉÇÈÔÓ ÐÒÏÍÏÔÉÏÎȱ ÉÎ .ÉÃÁÒÁÇÕÁȟ ÔÁÒÇÅÔÅÄ ÁÔ 
groups opposed to the Sandinista government. In 2017 alone, Nicaragua civil society 
organizations and media companies received over $31 million from USAID, of which $14.5 
million was focused on two categories of spending ɀ ȰÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ ÃÉÖÉÌ ÓÏÃÉÅÔÙȱ ÁÎÄ 
ȰÃÏÎÆÌÉÃÔȟ ÐÅÁÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÓÅÃÕÒÉÔÙȢȱ  

Imagine the impact of this spending in a small, poor country of only 6.2 million people: 
the US population is over 52 times its size, and the average salary in the United States is 
about 5.5 times higher than in Nicaragua. Taking those two multiples into account, $14.5 
million would be the equivalent of over $4.1 billion if it were targeted at groups in the US. 
 

"ÕÔ ÅÖÅÎ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÍÕÌÔÉÐÌÅÓ ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÔÅ ÔÈÅ ÉÍÐÁÃÔȟ ÁÓ ÍÁÎÙ .ÉÃÁÒÁÇÕÁÎÓ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ Á ÓÁÌÁÒÙ ÔÏ 
compare.  Over 8% of the population82 subsists only on the food they grow on small family 

                                                        
82 Assuming an average household size of 4.9. 

https://www.counterpunch.org/2018/06/20/the-students-of-nicaraguas-april-uprising/
https://results.usaid.gov/results/country/nicaragua?fiscalYear=2017
https://www.google.com/search?q=What+is+the+population+of+Nicaragua+2018%3F&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwioxtuOwbniAhUGd98KHSgFBNAQzmd6BAgNEAo&biw=1093&bih=526
https://www.google.com/search?q=population+of+united+states+2018&oq=population+of+uni&aqs=chrome.2.0j69i57j0l4.7501j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.nationmaster.com/country-info/compare/Nicaragua/United-States/Cost-of-living
https://www.arcgis.com/home/item.html?id=4e49785697eb4bf1b583974b9035b606
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farms, with an additional 9% growing only enough food to sell some of the surplus.83  Still 
more Nicaraguans subsist in the informal sector in towns and cities.  Thus, a significant 
percentage of the Nicaraguan population ɀ salaried and unsalaried ɀ is economically 
vulnerable in ordinary times.  Additional economic pressure such as US sanctions could 
have a catastrophic effect on their lives.   

 

 

International readers might ask yourselves how you would like foreign interference in 
the functioning of your economy and the selection of your political leaders. Yet Nicaragua 
has regularly suffered such interference from the US.  

The work of the US National Endowment for Democracy (NED) also deserves careful 
attention. NED is historically affiliated with the US Central Intelligence Agency (CIA), and 
was created (according to co-ÆÏÕÎÄÅÒȟ !ÌÌÁÎ 7ÅÉÎÓÔÅÉÎɊ ÔÏ ȰÄÏ ×ÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ #)! ÄÉÄȟ ÏÎÌÙ 
ÐÒÉÖÁÔÅÌÙȢȱ84 During the bloody Contra war in Nicaragua, NED gave roughly $15.8 million 
dollars to anti-Sandinista opposition groups from 1984-1990. In the crisis of 2018, even 
critics of the Nicaraguan government admitted that the NED had laid the groundwork for 
insurrection  through financial support to the opposition. Between 2014 and 2018, NED 
gave over $4 million to various civic organizations.  

.%$ȭÓ ÔÉÅÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÙÏÕÔÈ ÍÏÖÅÍÅÎÔ ÁÒÅ ÁÌÓÏ ÃÌÅÁÒȡ 4ÈÅ #ÉÖÉÃ 9ÏÕÔÈ -ÏÖÅÍÅÎÔ (MCJ) in 
Nicaragua was created and funded by the National Democratic Institute (NDI), which is an 
arm of NED; and the general secretary of the student MCJ is also coordinator in Nicaragua 
of the NDI.  

The role of COSEP: Two protests in March and April 2018, preceding the outbreak of 
violence, were carried out on questionable bases by persons with little or no vested interest 
in the issues. The first of these laid blame on the government for not responding effectively 
to protect the remote Indio Maíz biological reserve from a wildfire, even though army units, 
helicopters, and other personnel and equipment were used. There was evidence that the 
fire was started by someone using a slash-and-burn farming technique. Neighboring cattle 
ranches had also wanted to expand into parts of the reserve. No attention, however, was 
focused on these details.  

                                                        
83 World Bank report, page 46. 
84 Engdahl, F. William.  Manifest Destiny:  Democracy as Cognitive Dissonance.  Wiesbaden, Germany:  mine.Books, 2018.  

https://theglobalamericans.org/2018/05/laying-groundwork-insurrection-closer-look-u-s-role-nicaraguas-social-unrest/
https://theglobalamericans.org/2018/05/laying-groundwork-insurrection-closer-look-u-s-role-nicaraguas-social-unrest/
https://thegrayzone.com/2018/06/19/ned-nicaragua-protests-us-government/
https://thegrayzone.com/2018/06/19/ned-nicaragua-protests-us-government/
https://peacehouse.net/complicating-the-narrative-on-nicaragua-by-james-phillips-sept-24-2018/
https://peacehouse.net/complicating-the-narrative-on-nicaragua-by-james-phillips-sept-24-2018/
https://peacehouse.net/complicating-the-narrative-on-nicaragua-by-james-phillips-sept-24-2018/
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/532131485440242670/pdf/102989-WP-P152101-Box394848B-OUO-9.pdf
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The second and larger protest accused the Nicaraguan government of unilateral 
changes to the social security (INSS) system, unfairly cutting benefits to the elderly while 
requiring workers to make larger contributions. In fact, this accusation turned the truth 
upside down; it was the large-business sector that wanted to cut benefits.  

The government had been meeting for over a year with the Supreme Council of Private 
Businesses (COSEP) and labor unions in an effort to keep the INSS system solvent.  The 
large-business sector supported the draconian changes proposed by the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF): to eliminate the Christmas bonus/13th month salary, reduce 
pensions, increase the retirement age from 60 to 65, and double the number of weeks 
worked before qualifying for benefits (750 to 1,500), as well as to privatize hospitals and 
clinics.  

Instead, President Daniel Ortega proposed changes (La Gaceta, pages 2-3) that would 
cause less hardship for Nicaraguan workers: small increases in contributions from 
employees (a 0.75% increase) and the government (1.75%), with a larger increase for 
employers (3.5%).  Ortega also proposed a 5% contribution from each retiree pension in 
order to provide INSS health care benefits for those receiving only a half-pension; this 
would aid those who had not paid into the system for the required amount of time, 
including family survivors of combatants on both sides of the 1980s Contra War. OÒÔÅÇÁȭÓ 
ÐÒÏÐÏÓÁÌ ÁÌÓÏ ÅÌÉÍÉÎÁÔÅÄ ÔÈÅ ȰÃÅÉÌÉÎÇȱ ÁÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ×ÅÁÌÔÈÉÅÓÔ .ÉÃÁÒÁÇÕÁÎÓ ÔÏ ÐÁÙ ÏÎÌÙ Á 
portion of their salary into the social security fund.   

What was most damaging to the Nicaraguan government was that both corporate and 
social media misrepresÅÎÔÅÄ /ÒÔÅÇÁȭÓ ).33 ÐÒÏÐÏÓÁÌ ÁÓ ÒÅÇÒÅÓÓÉÖÅ ɀ in other words, as what 
the IMF wanted ɀ when the exact opposite was true. This was the start of a misinformation 
campaign by the opposition. 

&ÁÃÉÎÇ ÒÅÃÁÌÃÉÔÒÁÎÔ ÏÐÐÏÎÅÎÔÓȟ ÔÈÅ .ÉÃÁÒÁÇÕÁÎ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÂÕÄÇÅ from the 
principle of maintaining benefits for workers. COSEP then walked out of the negotiations 
and, together with non-governmental organizationsȟ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÐÒÏÔÅÓÔÓ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ /ÒÔÅÇÁȭÓ 
reforms, urging workers to march in the streets along with students from private 
universities.  

In other words, the business sector called for street protests, ostensibly on behalf of 
ÔÈÅÉÒ ×ÏÒËÅÒÓȭ ×ÅÌÆÁÒÅȟ ×ÈÉÌÅ ÉÎ ÆÁÃÔ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÅÒÅ ÁÃÔÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ Ï×Î ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÏÍÏÔÉÎÇ 
a proposal that would have hurt workers.  It is also noteworthy that, while some elderly 
persons engaged in protests for a few days, it was students with no direct vested interest in 
the issue who came out to protest in large numbers.  Why would this occur? 

Social media:  A coordinated social media campaign, begun immediately and 
simultaneously in multiple cities, was launched on the first day of protest (April 18), along 
with  thousands of fake profiles and sponsored Facebook ads, and several million WhatsApp 
messages ɀ very disproportionate to such a small population. These distorted the facts 
about the actual content of the INSS reforms and falsely reported that a student protester at 
Central American University (UCA) was killed by police that first day. Outrage at the alleged 
student death spread all over social media and brought more protesters on the second day, 
ÏÎ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÔÈÅÒÅ ×ÅÒÅ ÁÄÄÉÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÆÁÌÓÅ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÓ ÏÆ Á ȰÓÔÕÄÅÎÔ ÍÁÓÓÁÃÒÅȢȱ 4ÈÒÅÅ ÐÅÒÓÏÎÓ ɀ none 
of them protesters ɀ died on the second day of protests, in different locations. The full story 

https://www.counterpunch.org/2018/06/15/open-letter-to-amnesty-international-on-nicaragua-from-a-former-amnesty-international-prisoner-of-conscience/
https://www.lagaceta.gob.ni/2018/04/072/
https://www.counterpunch.org/2018/06/15/open-letter-to-amnesty-international-on-nicaragua-from-a-former-amnesty-international-prisoner-of-conscience/
http://diariometro.com.ni/nacionales/173042-cosep-convoca-a-una-marcha-nacional-por-reformas-inss/
https://www.facebook.com/sosinssnic/photos/a.206925943240916/206924576574386/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/santiago.aburto.35/posts/1766632976754794
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is told in tÈÅ ÃÈÁÐÔÅÒ ÅÎÔÉÔÌÅÄ Ȱ.ÉÃÁÒÁÇÕÁȭÓ #ÒÉÓÉÓȡ 4ÈÅ 3ÔÒÕÇÇÌÅ ÆÏÒ "ÁÌÁÎÃÅÄ -ÅÄÉÁ 
#ÏÖÅÒÁÇÅȢȱ 

Verónica Gutiérrez was a representative of the student union, UNEN, at Polytechnic 
University (UPOLI) while these events were taking place. In a later interview , she 
ÃÏÎÆÉÒÍÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÈÅ ÈÁÄ ÂÅÅÎ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÕÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ ÏÎ !ÐÒÉÌ ρωȟ ×ÈÅÎ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÍÅÄÉÁ ȰÂÌÅ× ÕÐȱ 
with claims of a student massacre there. On that day, she fielded phone calls to reassure 
people that the university was calm; and she and others began contacting a roster of UPOLI 
students to make sure they were OK. They were able to confirm that no UPOLI student had 
died. Upon reflection, she later concluded that the sequence of events had been a political 
manipulation, with the opposition focus rapidly changing from Indio Maíz, to INSS reforms, 
to deaths blamed on the government, to the need for new elections. 

Protest build -up:  Suddenly, during the first day or two of widespread protest, large 
numbers of mortars were also available and in use, even though these small-scale firearms 
cost about $3 each and were not affordable in any quantity for everyday Nicaraguans. Some 
people began asking, what was the source of so many mortars on short notice? 

Early in the April crisis, those in opposition to the government also began constructing 
tranques, or roadblocks, to obstruct streets and highways, using whatever materials were at 
hand. Often these were adoquinesȟ ÏÔÈÅÒ×ÉÓÅ ËÎÏ×Î ÁÓ Ȱ3ÏÍÏÚÁ ÐÁÖÉÎÇ ÓÔÏÎÅÓȟȱ 
interlocking blocks which could be pulled up from the highway and stacked to create a 
blockade. Citizen creation of such roadblocks had occurred every so often, historically, in 
response to a government action or administration.  

Criminal gangs:  In the current situation, however, it became apparent that something 
was different. More and more roadblocks were created over time; yet often they were not 
operated or guarded by ordinary Nicaraguan citizens, acting in protest, but rather by 
criminal elements. In some cases, opportunists were looking to extort those needing to pass 
through; in others, they were paid by opposition leaders to control the roadblocks. A later 
section of this chapter will cover in more depth the many violent crimes at the roadblocks. 

The use of criminal gangs to create chaos to overthrow governments has been 
documented in other Latin American countries ɀ and in Nicaragua itself in the past. During 
the Contra War of the 1980s, US agencies secretly armed the Contras via trades with known 
Honduran drug lords with connections in Contra camps. Similarly, according to witnesses 
and the police, some leaders in the more recent violence in Nicaragua were gang members 
from El Salvador; they came to Nicaragua to mingle with anti-government protesters, with 
the apparent motive of opening Nicaragua to drug activities which the Ortega 
administration had managed to keep to a minimum. A rise in gang and criminal activity was 
noted, starting shortly before and continuing into the April protests.  

#ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎ -ÅÎÄÏÚÁȟ ÁËÁ Ȱ6ÉÐÅÒȱȟ Á ËÎÏ×Î ÇÁÎÇ ÌÅÁÄÅÒȟ ×ÁÓ ÃÁÐtured by police following 
alleged criminal operations with his gang members at Polytechnic University (UPOLI) in 
Managua. Radio ABC, he confessed to an ongoing criminal connection with the following 
four leaders of civil society: 

(a) Felix Maradiaga  has historically portrayed himself as a promoter of peace and 
democracy. He is director of the Institute for Strategic Studies and Public Policies 
(IEEPP), which received at least $260,000 from NED in the period 2014-2018. During 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BwnRM5we4As
https://www.lahaine.org/mundo.php/nicaragua-el-golpe-blando-aun
https://peacehouse.net/complicating-the-narrative-on-nicaragua-by-james-phillips-sept-24-2018/
https://www.laprensa.com.ni/2018/06/05/nacionales/2430790-policia-nacional-acusa-al-director-del-ieepp-felix-maradiaga-de-vinculos-una-supuesta-red-delincuencial-y-terrorista
https://www.facebook.com/radioabcesteli/photos/a.151732331525996/2052564274776116/?type=3&theater
https://thegrayzone.com/2018/06/19/ned-nicaragua-protests-us-government/
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the protests, Maradiaga went to Washington to denounce alleged Nicaraguan 
government repression at a meeting of officials of the Organization of American States.  

(b) Luciano Garcia  is the president of Hagamos Democraciaȟ ÏÒ ,ÅÔȭÓ -ÁËÅ 
Democracy, a network of reporters and activists. This organization is the largest 
recipient of NED funding, receiving over $525,000 in grants since 2014. Luciano Garcia 
ÈÁÓ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÅÄÌÙ ÄÅÃÌÁÒÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ /ÒÔÅÇÁ ÈÁÓ ÔÕÒÎÅÄ .ÉÃÁÒÁÇÕÁ ÉÎÔÏ Á ȰÆÁÉÌÅÄ ÓÔÁÔÅȱ ÁÎÄ 
demanded his immediate resignation. 

(c) Hugo Torres  is a retired army general who became an opposition leader.  

(d) Moises Hassan Morales is a former member of the FSLN governing junta and 
former mayor of Managua. He left the FSLN in 1988.  

According to Radio ABC, alias Viper stated that Maradiaga and Torres came to UPOLI to 
ÇÉÖÅ ÍÏÎÅÙ ÔÏ Á ÇÒÏÕÐ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ Ȱψ ÄÅ -ÁÒÚÏȱ ɉȰ-ÁÒÃÈ ψthȢȱɊ 4ÈÅ ÆÕÎÄÉÎÇ ×ÁÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÇÒÏÕÐ ÔÏ 
buy arms and drugs and to perform acts of terrorism. 

In another video interview, alias Viper stated that Maradiaga came to UPOLI multiple 
times, mostly to meet with the people he oversaw directly. Viper met with him only once, 
when Maradiaga distributed a paper explaining that the purpose of their activities was to 
create chaos. Viper also said that Maradiaga and Garcia provided arms to another man, Pio 
Arellano, who distributed them further, as part of the plan for chaos creation. All of 
-ÁÒÁÄÉÁÇÁȭÓ ÖÉÓÉÔÓ ÔÏ 50/,) ÔÏÏË ÐÌÁÃÅȟ ÈÏ×ÅÖÅÒȟ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ Á ÄÁÍÁÇÉÎÇ ÖÉÄÅÏ emerged (also 
included in the video interview), showing Maradiaga at UPOLI with Pio Arellano who was 
brandishing a handgun. Maradiaga was reportedly not sighted at UPOLI after that. 

A bench warrant was issued for Maradiaga and Pio Arellano in September; at that 
point, Maradiaga had been in the US since July and he has not returned to Nicaragua since.  

Government attempts at resolut ion:  Throughout this period, the government tried 
various approaches to understand and/or resolve the crisis. President Ortega called for a 
national dialogue among various sectors of society. He asked the Nicaraguan Conference of 
Catholic Bishops (CEN) to be mediators in the national dialogue, and they agreed (see 
below). 

Another approach was the Commission for Truth, Justice and Peace (CVJP), authorized 
on April 29 in a special session of the Nicaraguan legislature with a vote of 74 to 0 (the 
Liberal party did not participate). The CVJP was approved to work for the following three 
ÍÏÎÔÈÓȟ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÓÔÁÔÅÄ ÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÔÏ ȰÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄȟ ÁÎÁÌÙÚÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÃÌÁÒÉÆÙ ÔÈÅ ÖÉÏÌÅÎÔ ÅÖÅÎÔÓ ÁÎÄ 
ÄÅÁÔÈÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÏÃÃÕÒÒÅÄ ÉÎ .ÉÃÁÒÁÇÕÁ ÓÉÎÃÅ !ÐÒÉÌ ρψȟ ςπρψȢȱ 4ÈÅ ÃÏÍÍÉÓÓÉÏÎȟ Ó×ÏÒÎ ÉÎ ÏÎ 
May 6, was composed of five, highly respected Nicaraguans: 

(a) Fr. Francisco Molina Oliú , Franciscan priest, one of the principal exponents of 
liberation theology in Nicaragua; formerly priest at Santa María de los Ángeles, which 
ÓÅÒÖÅÄ ÁÓ Á ͼÐÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ ÃÈÕÒÃÈȱ ÉÎ ÃÅÎÔÒÁÌ -ÁÎÁÇÕÁȠ ÆÏÕÎÄÅÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ !ÎÔÏÎÉÏ 6Áldivieso Center; 

(b) Dr. Mirna Cunningham , Miskita feminist and indigenous rights activist; first 
Miskito/a doctor in Nicaragua; first woman governor of the autonomous region after the 
Sandinista Revolution; 2011 - 2012, Chair of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues of 
the UN; president of the Association for Women's Rights in Development (AWID); vice 
president and founding member of the Indigenous Initiative for Peace with Nobel Prize 
laureate Rigoberta Menchu; board member, World Women's Fund; 

https://www.laprensa.com.ni/2018/05/23/politica/2423452-informe-de-la-cidh-quito-la-mascara-a-daniel-ortega
https://thegrayzone.com/2018/06/19/ned-nicaragua-protests-us-government/
https://thegrayzone.com/2018/06/19/ned-nicaragua-protests-us-government/
https://www.facebook.com/radioabcesteli/photos/a.151732331525996/2052564274776116/?type=3&theater
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DfKMPULbs4Q
https://www.elpais.cr/2018/09/24/juez-de-nicaragua-ordena-captura-de-denunciante-ante-consejo-de-seguridad/
https://www.ncronline.org/news/world/nicaraguan-bishops-accept-mediation-role
https://www.elnuevodiario.com.ni/nacionales/463242-comision-verdad-nicaragua-sandinistas/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Miskito_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Feminist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indigenous_rights
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Activist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Permanent_Forum_on_Indigenous_Issues
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Association_for_Women's_Rights_in_Development
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(c) Jaime Lopez Lowery, vice rector of the public National Autonomous University of 
Nicaragua (UNAN) in Managua; 

(d) Adolfo Jarquín , Under-Attorney for Human Rights;  

(e) Cairo Amador , academic and intellectual; brother of the founder of the FSLN, 
Carlos Fonseca. 

Ȱ4ÈÅ #ÏÍÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ 4ÒÕÔÈȟ *ÕÓÔÉÃÅ ÁÎÄ 0ÅÁÃÅ ÉÓ ÉÎ ÙÏÕr hands, and we want to tell you 
ÔÈÁÔ ÙÏÕͻÒÅ ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅÌÙ ÆÒÅÅ ÔÏ ÄÏ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÒÒÅÓÐÏÎÄÉÎÇ ÉÎÖÅÓÔÉÇÁÔÉÏÎÓȟȱ ÓÁÉÄ Gustavo Porras , 
president of the legislature. 

Also, on May 4, Nicaragua's Public Prosecutor's Office launched an investigation into 
the protests and deaths. "We will start a formal and responsible investigation into the loss 
of life of students and national police," said Prosecutor Ines Miranda. 

Students and non -students:  The first session of the national dialogue was held on 
May 16. President Ortega and Vice President Murillo attended along with representatives of 
the national university system, labor unions, and the opposition Civic Alliance for Justice 
ÁÎÄ $ÅÍÏÃÒÁÃÙȟ ÃÏÍÐÏÓÅÄ ÏÆ #/3%0ȟ ÒÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÖÅÓ ÏÆ ȰÃÉÖÉÌ ÓÏÃÉÅÔÙȱ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎÓȟ ÁÎÄ 
student movement representatives. A list of major players can be found here. 

)ÎÓÔÅÁÄ ÏÆ Á ÄÉÁÌÏÇÕÅȟ ÈÏ×ÅÖÅÒȟ ÍÁÎÙ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔ ÒÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÖÅÓ ÃÈÁÎÔÅÄȟ Ȱ-ÕÒÄÅÒÅÒȦ 
-ÕÒÄÅÒÅÒȦȱ ÁÓ /ÒÔÅÇÁ Ánd Murillo entered the room. During the discussion, student leader 
Lesther Alemán made an impassioned speech, accusing Ortega of presiding over genocide. 
He added that the students were not present to engage in dialogue; rather, they were 
demanding a cease-fire and the resignation of Ortega and Murillo.  

Not all students were making these demands. Leonel Morales, a student at UPOLI and a 
representative of the student union UNEN, spoke out in protest of the takeover of his 
university by non-students, and of the roadblocks creating violence and chaos. He would 
pay dearly for his public comments, in an event detailed later in this chapter. 

In early June 2018, three Nicaraguan university students traveled to Washington to 
lobby US government officials for help in their fight against the Ortega administration. They 
were accompanied by Migueliuth Sandoval, the widow of journalist Ángel Gahona who had 
been slain on April 21 (allegedly by the police, but later shown to be by two local criminals 
as explained here, in English and Spanish). Their trip was sponsored by Freedom House, a 
right -wing advocacy group with US government funding. While in DC, they met and posed 
for photos with ultra -conservative Senators Ted Cruz and Marco Rubio and Representative 
Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, author of the NICA Act applying sanctions to FSLN officials and to the 
Nicaraguan economy. They also met with top officials in the State Department and USAID. 
In all these meetings, they urged that US sanctions be applied to six key Nicaraguan leaders 
and that the US push for Nicaraguan presidential elections, scheduled for 2021, to be 
moved forward. 

Some student representatives, however, who had been active in the protests and the 
national dialogue, disapproved of this junket to DC. Harley Morales, leader of one of five 
student movements in the university coalition, told the newspaper El Faro that he was 
appalled: 

Ȱ4ÈÁÔ ÔÒÉÐ ×ÁÓ ÖÅÒÙ ÓÔÒÁÎÇÅȟ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÖÅÒÙ ÕÎÈÁÐÐÙ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÒÉÐȟ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ 
our representative. When we planned it, there were already many actors who 

https://www.telesurenglish.net/news/Nicaragua-Creates-Truth-Justice-and-Peace-Commission-20180507-0008.html
https://www.telesurenglish.net/news/Nicaragua-Creates-Truth-Justice-and-Peace-Commission-20180507-0008.html
https://www.centralamerica.com/opinion/nicaraguan-national-dialogue/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e1o-JHfqFJw
https://www.el19digital.com/articulos/ver/titulo:79565-leonel-morales-lider-de-la-unen-yo-quiero-que-haya-paz-
https://thegrayzone.com/2018/06/19/ned-nicaragua-protests-us-government/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SfBiqo0oCxU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FJr2f4pGeow
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/1918
https://www.mcclatchydc.com/news/politics-government/white-house/article212687759.html
https://elfaro.net/es/201806/centroamerica/22015/
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wanted to intervene in the agenda. That happened from the beginning. I mean 
organizations, opposition politicians, some more to the right... This trip was 
financed from the United States (Freedom Foundation) and an agenda was 
imposed on them, and that is terrible. It was they who decided which students 
×ÏÕÌÄ ÇÏȣȢ 

Ȱ7Å ÈÁÄ Á ÃÌÅÁÒ-cÕÔ ÉÄÅÁ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÁÔÔÅÎÄ ÔÈÅ /!3 'ÅÎÅÒÁÌ !ÓÓÅÍÂÌÙȣȢ 
We didn't know about the meetings with Ted Cruz, Ileana Ros or Marco Rubio. We 
ÁÒÅ ÖÅÒÙ ÄÉÓÓÁÔÉÓÆÉÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÁÔȣȢ 4ÈÅÙ ÄÉÄÎͻÔ ÔÅÌÌ ÕÓ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÅÒÅ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÔÈÏÓÅ 
ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇÓȣȢ !ÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÖÅÍÅÎÔÓ ÎÏ× ÈÁÖÅ ÁÄvisors. Movers and shakers. Children of 
ÐÏÌÉÔÉÃÉÁÎÓȟ ÂÕÓÉÎÅÓÓÍÅÎȣȢȱ 

Meanwhile, unrest was rife at various public universities in Nicaragua, and two of these 
were seized and taken over. Evidence of deliberate deceit came to light concerning some 
student protesters, in connection with the criminal gangs already mentioned. One example 
is Dania Valeska, a student at UNAN in Managua, who with others was involved in the 
seizure and takeover of that public university. She was videotaped bidding a tearful good-
by to her mother while supposedly facing death hiding behind a barricade during an 
extended gunfight; the story is told in more detail in the chapter on the media, referred to 
previously.  

Valeska was later arrested and gave testimony about the occupation of the university 
by several gangs, who were stratified in their roles, power, and access to locations within 
the campus. In the takeover, representatives of UNEN, the student union, were driven out of 
the building, and the few remaining student protesters (including Valeska) were restricted 
to limited roles including crimes such as theft. 

0ÌÅÁÓÅ ÏÂÓÅÒÖÅ 6ÁÌÅÓËÁȭÓ ÄÅÍÅÁÎor during her testimony to the police. She does not 
appear threatened in any way, even though she later claimed that the police were pointing 
guns at her. 

A similar seizure and takeover took place at Polytechnic University (UPOLI) in 
Managua. In the same interview  previously mentioned, UPOLI student Verónica Gutiérrez 
discussed the deception of students which occurred during the first days of protest, with 
heavily armed non-students controlling the third floor of her university. She was a UNEN 
representative at her school and later participated in the national dialogue.   

Additional details about UPOLI were provided by the arrested criminal alias Viper, 
mentioned earlier, who  confessed his connections to his own gang and to organized crime 
more widely. Viper used UPOLI as a meeting site, reportedly bringing in as many as 35 
persons with arms, making Molotov cocktails, and urging the youth to attack symbols of the 
government in order to create chaos.  The third floor was off-limits to those occupying the 
university, except for the gang; some captured victims were reportedly tortured on the 
third floor.  

The role of the MRS: Dania ValeskÁȭÓ testimony also included information about the 
MRS (Movimiento Renovador Sandinista), a political organization and a former political 
party which opposes the FSLN government. Valeska stated that, during the occupation of 
the UNAN, she operated alongside a young woman whose first name she provided, 
Yesbeling, aka Pancha. Pancha reportedly held mid-level authority among those who took 
over the university; she told Valeska and others that she was in regular contact with Dora 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OKcdRVE6Mlk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OKcdRVE6Mlk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3kA5-Ty4KN8&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BwnRM5we4As
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hHC5uY1mXV0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3kA5-Ty4KN8&feature=youtu.be


47 

 

María Tellez, MRS founder, and received funds from Tellez intended for use by those 
occupying the UNAN. Those at the bottom of the hierarchy of occupiers, like Valeska, did 
not see much benefit from these funds, complaining of a lack of food and water, while there 
was allegedly skimming and pilfering at upper levels. 

There is also evidence of MRS involvement with the takeover of UPOLI. Verónica 
Gutiérrez, Leonel Morales, and other UNEN and labor representatives held a press 
conference on April 26, denouncing the takeover of their university by non-students, and 
stating that they were being funded by MRS, which was allegedly bringing arms, clothing, 
and food to these non-students. Students reported seeing various MRS leaders at UPOLI 
during this period, e.g., Victor Hugo Tinoco, meeting with those holding high-level positions 
in the occupation.  

The role of the Catholic Church hierarchy: Church leaders played a crucial role during 
the crisis, and they were far from impartial. In their Sunday masses, several supported the 
collective opposition to the government, the Civic Alliance. Moreover, in a private meeting 
in early June, the Nicaraguan Conference of Catholic Bishops (CEN) handed Daniel Ortega a 
letter  ÓÔÉÐÕÌÁÔÉÎÇ ÃÏÎÄÉÔÉÏÎÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÍÕÓÔ ÂÅ ÍÅÔȠ ÁÎÄ #%.ȭÓ 3ÅÃÒÅÔÁÒÙȟ -ÏÎÓÉÇÎÏÒ -ÁÔÁ ÏÆ 
Estelí, publicly called on President Ortega to resign, warning that otherwise he or his family 
could be killed. Thus, these Catholic leaders placed themselves in a situation in which they 
had a serious conflict of interest. 

In particular, Monsignor Báez ȰÅÍÅÒÇÅÄ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÃÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÏÐÐÏÓÉÔÉÏÎȟ ×ÉÔÈ Á 
ÃÏÍÍÁÎÄÉÎÇ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÃÅ ÏÖÅÒ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÍÅÄÉÁȢȱ (Å ÁÒÇÕÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÒÅ ×ÁÓ ÎÏ ÃÏÎÔÒÁÄÉÃÔÉÏÎ 
ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÒÏÌÅÓ ÏÆ ÍÅÄÉÁÔÏÒ ÁÎÄ ÄÅÆÅÎÄÅÒȢ Ȱ/ÎÅ ÔÈÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÁÓ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÃÌÅÁÒ ÉÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 
mediators of a dialogue does not make us neutral before injustice, before human rights 
ÖÉÏÌÁÔÉÏÎÓȟ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÁÔÈ ÏÆ ÉÎÎÏÃÅÎÔÓȟȱ ÈÅ ÓÁÉÄȢ 

0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ /ÒÔÅÇÁ ÃÈÁÎÇÅÄ ÈÉÓ ÁÔÔÉÔÕÄÅ ÔÏ×ÁÒÄ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÌÅÁÄÅÒÓ ÏÖÅÒ ÔÉÍÅȢ Ȱ) ÔÈÏÕÇÈÔ ÔÈÅÙ 
×ÅÒÅ ÍÅÄÉÁÔÏÒÓȟ ÂÕÔ ÎÏȟȱ ÈÅ ÓÁÉÄȢ Ȱ4ÈÅÙ ×ÅÒÅ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ coup-plotters, they were 
part of the plan with the coup-ÐÌÏÔÔÅÒÓȢȱ (Å ÁÌÓÏ ÒÅÆÕÓÅÄ Á ÐÒÏÐÏÓÁÌ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÂÉÓÈÏÐÓ ÔÏ ÍÏÖÅ 
up the 2021 elections to 2019. 

The February 5, 2019 report by the Commission for Truth, Justice, and Peace (CVJP) 
included this comment (page 57): 

Ȱ4ÈÒÏÕÇÈÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ×ÈÏÌÅ ÐÒÏÃÅÓÓȟ ÃÅÒÔÁÉÎ ÂÉÓÈÏÐÓ ÍÁÉÎÔÁÉÎÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙ ÃÏÕÌÄ 
perform two roles at the same time: that of mediators and that of defenders and 
ÐÒÏÍÏÔÅÒÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÃÔÏÒ ÏÐÐÏÓÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔȢȣ 4ÈÉÓ ÅÒÒÏÒ ÈÁÄ ÓÅÒÉÏÕÓ 
consequences. The language of some bishops radicalized people and inflamed 
tempers, and even led to strong divisions in the Catholic ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȢȱ 

In some instances, ordinary people grew upset with church leaders, when they 
perceived the leaders as not defending them, in favor of others. An example of that was in 
Diriamba in July 2018. Senior Catholic clergy, including Monsignor Báez, traveled an hour 
ÆÒÏÍ -ÁÎÁÇÕÁ ÔÏ $ÉÒÉÁÍÂÁ ÔÏ ÒÅÓÃÕÅ Á ÇÒÏÕÐ ÏÆ Ȱ&ÒÁÎÃÉÓÃÁÎ ÍÉÓÓÉÏÎÁÒÉÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÐÁÒÁÍÅÄÉÃÓȱ 
allegedly trapped in the basilica. Upon arrival, they were accosted by an angry crowd 
ÃÁÌÌÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÍ ÍÕÒÄÅÒÅÒÓȢ -ÏÎÓÉÇÎÏÒ "ÜÅÚȭÓ ÓÈÉÒÔ ×ÁÓ ÒÉÐÐÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÈÅ ÇÏÔ Á ÃÕÔ ÏÎ ÈÉÓ ÁÒÍȢ 

Why did this happen? Because people had just retaken their local church which had 
been under the control of the opposition and criminal elements. As described in this song 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xaBu7TADskc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xaBu7TADskc
https://cnnespanol.cnn.com/video/reunion-de-obispos-en-nicaragua-pkg-merlin-delcid/
https://www.laprensa.com.ni/2018/05/31/politica/2427927-obispo-mata-justicia-caera-sobre-daniel-ortega
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/07/22/world/americas/nicaragua-protests-catholic-church.html?save=nyt-gateway-stories
https://www.cvjp.org.ni/uploads/documentos/20190205111744901.pdf?fbclid=IwAR1CljU2JkqHm9KSIo8CSl0GhLY3Imf5K5Z1DJcZLykcmC_8PBgS466_JT87GH23PJueGhn
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/07/22/world/americas/nicaragua-protests-catholic-church.html?save=nyt-gateway-stories
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7EJkxxtVf20
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and other sources, the people discovered a cache of weapons in the church, stored there 
with permission. A large amount of medical supplies pilfered from the local health center 
was also found. At least one person had been kidnapped and held for several days in the 
church until people rescued him. And finally, the residents of Diriamba had just endured 
over a month of violence at local roadblocks ɀ and no priest or bishop had ever come to 
check on their well-being. While word of MonsignÏÒ "ÜÅÚȭÓ ÍÉÎÏÒ ÉÎÊÕÒÙ ÓÐÒÅÁÄ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÔÈÅ 
world, the underlying causes received no such attention; and the angry crowd was 
ÍÉÓÎÁÍÅÄ Ȱ paramilitariesȢȱ 

&ÏÒ ÍÏÒÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÕÒÃÈȭÓ ÒÏÌÅȟ ÓÅÅ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÁÐÔÅÒ ÅÎÔÉÔÌÅÄ Ȱ4ÈÅ #ÁÔÈÏÌÉÃ #ÈÕÒÃÈ (ÉÅÒÁÒÃÈÙȡ 
4ÈÅÉÒ 2ÏÌÅ ÉÎ .ÉÃÁÒÁÇÕÁȭÓ #ÕÒÒÅÎÔ 0ÏÌÉÔÉÃÁÌ #ÒÉÓÉÓȢȱ 

To summarize: Several sectors have been identified for their longer-term involvement 
in ÔÈÉÓ ÓÅÅÍÉÎÇÌÙ ÓÕÄÄÅÎ ȰÕÐÒÉÓÉÎÇȡȱ ÔÈÅ 53 ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔȟ ÖÉÁ 53!)$ȟ .%$ȟ ÃÅÒÔÁÉÎ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ 
of Congress, and the NICA Act; NGOs and a youth movement funded by NED and USAID; the 
large-business sector, represented by COSEP; criminal gangs; some university students; the 
Movimiento Renovador Sandinista (MRS); and the hierarchy of the Catholic Church. 
  

MYTH #2: The protesters were peaceful (see, for example, this article in The 
Atlantic.) 

FACT #2: While some protesters were indeed peaceful, a fundamental 
underpinning of the crisis was violence carried out by groups in opposition to 
the government.  

Some evidence of violence by the opposition was provided in the previous 
section, but there is much more. A few additional examples of opposition violence 
will be given here, with many more details provided in other chapters of this reader. 

Attempted murder:  50/,) ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔ 6ÅÒĕÎÉÃÁ 'ÕÔÉïÒÒÅÚȭÓ interview  and her 
participation in a press conference were previously mentioned. Her friend Leonel Morales, 
another UNEN representative, also spoke out strongly at the  color="#000000">press 
conference, and later at the national dialogue, against the takeover of the university by non-
students and the MRS funding of arms brought into the UPOLI. In retaliation, he was 
targeted by criminal gangs. They dragged ÈÉÍ ÆÒÏÍ ÈÉÓ ÇÉÒÌÆÒÉÅÎÄȭÓ ÈÏÕÓÅȟ ÂÅÁÔ ÈÉÍȟ ÓÈÏÔ 
him three times, and left him for dead in a ditch on the side of the road. Miraculously, he 
was rescued and survived, although he has undergone months of medical treatment. 
Speaking from his hospital bed, in this video he appealed to the country to come together to 
bring peace back to Nicaragua. 

Murder: Contrary to opposition claims, of the 253 total confirmed deaths connected to 
the crisis, 48 were identified as Sandinistas and 22 were police officers. These numbers 
may be surprising to some readers, because they are in contrast to the 31 deceased who 
belonged to "groups of spontaneouÓ ÄÅÍÏÎÓÔÒÁÔÏÒÓȢȱ &ÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÍÁÉÎÉÎÇ ρυς ÔÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ 
reportedly no reliable information as to their political affiliation. In total, the deaths of 140 
people are attributed to the hundreds of roadblocks raised by the opposition across the 
country. ( CVJP report, page 6) 

Some well-known Sandinista figures, sadly, appear to have been murdered because of 
their support of the FSLN. Lenin Mendiola, for example, was shot and killed by armed 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Seue3aQ8-hM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9UESo2d3DQ4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=glPd37CyphI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PU45_GzZoLI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KKuUWqYxyP4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4gX9yzRoc3g
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/07/22/world/americas/nicaragua-protests-catholic-church.html?save=nyt-gateway-stories
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2018/06/nicaragua-ortega-protests/562094/
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2018/06/nicaragua-ortega-protests/562094/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BwnRM5we4As
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xaBu7TADskc
https://www.el19digital.com/articulos/ver/titulo:79565-leonel-morales-lider-de-la-unen-yo-quiero-que-haya-paz-
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0FqRftsO-00
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IeYVVu4KIZs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tn9oBNVRf8c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tn9oBNVRf8c
https://www.cvjp.org.ni/uploads/documentos/20190205111744901.pdf?fbclid=IwAR1CljU2JkqHm9KSIo8CSl0GhLY3Imf5K5Z1DJcZLykcmC_8PBgS466_JT87GH23PJueGhn
https://www.el19digital.com/articulos/ver/titulo:80203-familiares-de-lenin-mendiola-exigen-justicia-por-su-asesinato-a-manos-de-terroristas-
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x6eo8u5ieqc
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delinquents participating in an opposition march in Matagalpa on August 11, that began at 
the cathedral. 

There are other reports, of course, besides the CVJP report, and these claim other 
numbers of deaths and circumstances. The CVJP report, however, is thoroughly done, with 
detailed information on each deceased person. The same cannot be said about some of the 
other reports.  

For more information comparing reports on deaths related to the crisis, see the chapter 
ÅÎÔÉÔÌÅÄ Ȱ(ÕÍÁÎ 2ÉÇÈÔÓ ÉÎ .ÉÃÁÒÁÇÕÁȢȱ 

 

  
  

 The burnt out shell of the pro-Sandinista Nuevo Radio Ya . 
 The radio station was attacked by armed gangs with 

 over 20 staff inside who escaped thanks only to the bravery 
 of police and firefighters who rescued them under fire 

 from opposition gunmen. 

 

Arson:  On the second day of protests, demonstrators also attacked and burned 
government buildings in several cities. Over the next weeks, more municipal offices, public 
radio stations, universities, and homes of Sandinistas were burned. Granada, Estelí, Masaya, 
León, Managua, Tipitapa, Diriamba, and Chinandega were affected, among other places. The 
first university student killed, on April 20, was incinerated, the victim of arson at the CUUN 
university in León (covered in detail by this video in English and  Spanish). 

Some in the opposition have claimed that the Nicaraguan government burned its own 
buildings. The claim is nonsensical. The country had been tranquil until the protests 
erupted. What would be the motive for the government to be so self-destructive? 

According to the report  (page 31) published by the Commission for Truth, Justice, and 
Peace ɉ#6*0Ɋȟ ÂÙ *ÕÌÙ ςπρψȟ Ȱ&ÉÆÔÙ-five per cent of municipalities (84 out of 153) suffered 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AsqKLS4dbtY
https://www.telesurtv.net/news/grupos-violentos-queman-centro-universitario-nicaragua-20180421-0002.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=myr9yYMpsbM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N8_wvFEyvfY
https://www.cvjp.org.ni/uploads/documentos/20190205111744901.pdf?fbclid=IwAR1CljU2JkqHm9KSIo8CSl0GhLY3Imf5K5Z1DJcZLykcmC_8PBgS466_JT87GH23PJueGhn
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severe damage to public infrastructure for a total amount of almost $28 million. The 
municipalities most affected by criminal groups were Masaya (27% of total damage), 
MÁÎÁÇÕÁ ɉρωϷɊȟ ÁÎÄ -ÁÔÁÇÁÌÐÁ ɉρχϷɊȢȱ ɉ(ÅÒÅ ÁÒÅ ÌÉÎËÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ Spanish and English 
summaries.)  

Snipers:  While the Nicaraguan police have been accused of firing live bullets at 
protesters, there is evidence of non-police snipers being used against the protesters and the 
ÐÏÌÉÃÅȢ &ÏÒ ÅØÁÍÐÌÅȟ ÏÎ -ÁÙ σπȟ ÐÅÁÃÅÆÕÌ -ÏÔÈÅÒÓȭ $ÁÙ ÍÁÒÃÈÅÒÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÔÒÁÇÉÃÁÌÌÙ ÆÅÌÌÅÄ ÂÙ 
snipers. The police were accused of these murders, but in fact the source of the shots was 
not determined, and twenty police officers themselves suffered gunshot wounds. A recent 
documentary (in English and Spanish) examines the evidence for what happened that day. 

Here is an account written by a US person living with their Nicaraguan family. Personal 
details have been removed to protect everyone involved:  

Ȱ/ÕÒ ÎÅÉÇÈÂÏÒ ÈÅÒÅ ȣȟ ×ÈÏÍ ×Å ÈÁÖÅ ËÎÏ×Î ÆÏÒ ÙÅÁÒÓȟ ÉÓ Á ÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÏÆ 
the antiriot police.  He told us that the day the roadblocks/barricades were 
ÒÅÍÏÖÅÄ ȣȟ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÅ ×ÁÓ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ɍÎÕÍÂÅÒɎ ×ÈÏ ×ÅÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÔÏ ÓÔÅÐ ÏÕÔÓÉÄÅ 
the police station.  There was only one way out.  When they stepped out, 
there was a sniper on top of [named] building who was waiting for them and 
began picking them off, one by one.  (Å ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÏÎÌÙ ÏÎÅ ×ÈÏ ×ÁÓÎȭÔ ÓÈÏÔ ÁÎÄ 
ÈÁÄ ÔÏ ÔÒÙ ÁÎÄ ÄÒÁÇ ÈÉÓ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓ ÏÕÔ ÏÆ ÈÁÒÍȭÓ ×ÁÙȢ  One was killed, and the 
ÏÔÈÅÒÓ ÌÕÃËÉÌÙ ÓÕÒÖÉÖÅÄ ÂÕÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÍÁÊÏÒ ÉÎÊÕÒÉÅÓȣȢ  After the fighting they were 
able to capture several people.  He said many of them were foreign gang 
members, mostly from El Salvador.   

ȰȣȢ(Å ÁÌÓÏ ÓÁÉÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÅÁÒÌÙ ÏÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÔÅÓÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÉÎÇ 
fire from protesters and meanwhile, they could see someone firing on the 
protesters from behind.  He said apart from the rifles, pistols and serious 
weapons, even the mortars were getting larger and more sophisticated and 
that they were putting glass, nails, and marbles inside them.  He showed me 
welts on his legs from being fired at.  He said, absolutely that their orders 
were to not use live ammunition.  He said they used rubber bullets and tear 
gas.  Not until the decision was made to remove the barricades [in mid-July] 
ÄÉÄ ÔÈÅ ÁÎÔÉÒÉÏÔ ÐÏÌÉÃÅ ÕÓÅ ÌÉÖÅ ÁÍÍÕÎÉÔÉÏÎȢȱ   

There are other accounts of non-police snipers in Ȱ$ÉÓÍÉÓÓÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 4ÒÕÔÈȟȱ the report 
×ÈÉÃÈ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÄÓ ÔÏ !ÍÎÅÓÔÙ )ÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌȭÓ ÆÁÌÓÅ ÃÌÁÉÍÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ .ÉÃÁÒÁÇÕÁ ÃÒÉÓÉÓȢ 

Roadblocks : Early in the national dialogue, any hope of reaching agreement was fading 
until parties went into closed session at the urgent request of the Bishop of León, Bosco 
Vivas Robelo. As a result of the private session, President Ortega agreed to withdraw the 
police to their barracks, in exchange for a promise by opposition leaders to start to 
negotiate the elimination of roadblocks on the highways and not to build new ones. Sadly, 
the opposition did not fulfill their part of the agreement; many more roadblocks were 
erected, with armed criminal groups controlling them.  Ortega, however, kept his part of the 
bargain; police remained in their barracks for several weeks.  

In the meantime, unfortunately, in the absence of police, violence spread, especially at 
the roadblocks. Opposition groups halted traffic at the roadblocks on major highways for 

https://www.alainet.org/es/articulo/198036
http://www.tortillaconsal.com/tortilla/node/5591
http://tortillaconsal.com/tortilla/node/3847
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M76A_3a1P1w&bpctr=1561866610
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3eN7AbYu_n0
https://afgj.org/dismissing-the-truth-why-amnesty-international-is-wrong-about-nicaragua
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over two months; these became areas of extreme violence and crime, including kidnapping, 
torture, murder , and even burning people alive. They were often maintained by paid gang 
members. Several Catholic bishops, unfortunately, supported the roadblocks and used 
churches to hide weapons and criminals. Some priests were actually present during 
tortures .  

The roadblocks crippled the economy, not only of Nicaragua, but the surrounding 
countries. Over 400 truckers from various Central American countries were held at 
roadblocks in Jinotepe for over a month, unable to maintain themselves nor to transport 
their goods to their destination. Eventually the ambassadors from their countries and 
others insisted on a meeting with the president of the Nicaraguan legislature, Gustavo 
Porras. The situation had turned into an international incident, and the ambassadors 
demanded that the Nicaraguan government do something to free the truckers and their 
vehicles. Until then, of course, the police had remained in their barracks at the order of 
President Ortega. He decided to send the police to clear the roadblocks, and shortly 
afterward the highways were cleared, earning heartfelt thanks from the truckers. 

The report  by the Commission for Truth, Justice, and Peace (CVJP) contains an 
extensive analysis of events related to the roadblocks (page 17), as well as testimony from 
victims and survivors. This includes the impact of the roadblocks where most of the deaths 
occurred and which were used for "illicit activities and the excessive use of violence to 
inflict bodily harm, abuse, rob, humiliate, violate, dominate, torture, destroy or even kill" 
(page 21). 

Siege of police stations:  Police stations in two major cities, Masaya and Jinotepe, were 
attacked with mortars, Molotov cocktails, and gunfire every day for over a month as the 
police remained in their barracks without retaliating, on orders from President Ortega not 
ÔÏ ÃÏÎÆÒÏÎÔ ÔÈÅ ȰÐÒÏÔÅÓÔÅÒÓȢȱ The police station and municipal hall in El Morrito, 
Department of Río San Juan, were attacked by persons firing assault weapons from a 
caravan of vehicles; four police officers and a schoolteacher were killed, and nine police 
were kidnapped and threatened with death before being released.  (A video about this 
incident is available in English and Spanish.) 

Attacks on hospitals, health centers, and ambulances:  These physical attacks were 
also widespread, as described in this 107-page document. 

 

MYTH #3: The Nicaraguan government response to the protests was brutal 
(see, for example, this piece in The New York Times.) 

FACT #3: The government was restrained in its response.   

Alleged murder of protesters:  Groups opposed to the government, as well as certain 
human rights organizations, claimed that the government murdered over 300 mostly young 
Nicaraguan protesters and injured at least 2,800 more. (See, for example, this piece in The 
Washington Post.) There are several factors, however, that make this claim highly 
questionable. 

As previously noted, among the 253 persons who lost their lives in events related to 
the Nicaraguan crisis, at least as many FSLN and government supporters were killed as 

https://www.el19digital.com/articulos/ver/titulo:78937-mayoria-de-muertes-a-causa-de-tranque
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DAdK4BXICs0&feature=youtu.be&bpctr=1538570257
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DAdK4BXICs0&feature=youtu.be&bpctr=1538570257
https://www.el19digital.com/articulos/ver/titulo:78944-prensa-internacional-destaca-que-terroristas-disfrazados-de-monjas-eran-protegidos-por-obispos-en-nicaragua
https://www.telesurtv.net/news/nicaragua-grupos-violentos-disfrazados-monjas-20180710-0025.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BTNflaqQtTc&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BTNflaqQtTc&feature=youtu.be
https://www.lavozdelsandinismo.com/nicaragua/2018-07-03/denuncian-secuestro-de-400-transportistas-en-tranque-de-jinotepe/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j3NuiIHz32o
https://www.cvjp.org.ni/uploads/documentos/20190205111744901.pdf?fbclid=IwAR1CljU2JkqHm9KSIo8CSl0GhLY3Imf5K5Z1DJcZLykcmC_8PBgS466_JT87GH23PJueGhn
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PnRSNIznjzU&feature=youtu.behttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PnRSNIznjzU&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qjo5okbHRt0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JqtSidsZVGs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oCCHq5eSdGc
http://www.tortillaconsal.com/minsa_informe_19-6-2018.docx
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/08/06/world/americas/nicaragua-ortega-crisis.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/the_americas/they-took-my-humanity-pro-government-paramilitaries-terrorize-nicaraguan-protesters/2018/08/02/349f8914-900a-11e8-ae59-01880eac5f1d_story.html?noredirect=on&utm_term=.2f08256cdc91
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/the_americas/they-took-my-humanity-pro-government-paramilitaries-terrorize-nicaraguan-protesters/2018/08/02/349f8914-900a-11e8-ae59-01880eac5f1d_story.html?noredirect=on&utm_term=.2f08256cdc91
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protesters; yet all the deaths are blamed on the government. Why would the government 
kill its own supporters? 

Notably, only seven high school students and eight university students died ɀ and these 
over time in various locations ɀ contradicting media coverage that there was a "student 
ÍÁÓÓÁÃÒÅȢȱ ! ÌÁÒÇÅ majority  of the dead were workers (60), street vendors (57), and 
unemployed persons (40). These persons are least likely to be adversaries of the 
government. Why would the government be motivated to kill them? 

The motives and past behavior of each side must also be considered in more general 
terms. Since the government was being blamed for all deaths and injuries, it had everything 
to lose and nothing to gain by killing protesters. The opposition, on the other hand, would 
gain from an increase in deaths, bolstering its demand that the FSLN government should be 
replaced. Moreover, under President Daniel Ortega, and until April 19, the Nicaraguan 
police force was recognized internationally as a model of community policing.  

Another consideration is that trained snipers were apparently used to target murder 
victims, according to ballistic and forensic reports. But why assume, without evidence, that 
the snipers were pro-government or FSLN supporters? Recall, for example, the stories 
previously shared, of the police themselves being targeted by a sniper. Also, many victims 
died of a clean shot to the head or neck, and none was shot in the back. The Nicaraguan 
police are said to be trained to shoot in the mid-torso region; even if police were using live 
ammunition, and they reportedly were not, this would not be their modus operandi. 

In certain cases, the police were accused of murdering Nicaraguan citizens when doing 
so would have been nearly impossible. For example, the Velásquez family in Managua was 
burned alive in the Carlos Marx neighborhood and the police were accused of their murder; 
but the entire neighborhood was surrounded by roadblocks and even firefighters were 
unable to enter. A video was presented that allegedly showed the police entering the 
neighborhood, but it was later proved to have been filmed on April 21, weeks prior to the 
tragedy. The truth of the arson attack is the subject of this investigative documentary in 
English and  Spanish. 

! ÓÅÃÏÎÄ ÅØÁÍÐÌÅ ÉÓ ÁÎ ÁÒÅÁ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ȰÓÎÉÐÅÒ ÁÌÌÅÙȱ ɉÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÏÆ ÁÔÔÁÃËÓ ÔÈÅÒÅɊ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 
Monimbó part of Masaya; it was inaccessible to the police for several weeks, because the 
entire city was circled by roadblocks and the police were confined to their barracks.  

In mid-July, after the majority of Nicaraguans had grown weary of the roadblocks and 
realized the violence was actually coming from the opposition, President Ortega ordered 
the removal of the roadblocks in a careful and strategic way to ensure as few casualties as 
possible. Afterward, the violence subsided and the only people who died from the political 
turmoil were Sandinistas, including Lenin Mendiola mentioned above. 

Alleged refusal to treat wounded protesters:  The Ortega administration was 
accused by the opposition of giving an order to the Ministry of Health not to treat wounded 
protesters. This claim, however, was disproved in two sources supportive of the opposition. 
The first is this video clip from a TV interview by Carlos Fernando Chamorro of Confidencial 
with several doctors from different parts of Nicaragua, all of whom contradicted 
#ÈÁÍÏÒÒÏȭÓ ÓÔÁÔÅÍÅÎÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÅÒÅ ÉÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÅÄ ÎÏÔ ÔÏ ÔÒÅÁÔ ÐÒÏÔesters. The video ends 
with Dr. Sonia Castro, Minister of Health, also strongly denying that she gave or would give 
such an order. 

https://www.cvjp.org.ni/uploads/documentos/20190205111744901.pdf?fbclid=IwAR1CljU2JkqHm9KSIo8CSl0GhLY3Imf5K5Z1DJcZLykcmC_8PBgS466_JT87GH23PJueGhn
https://peacehouse.net/complicating-the-narrative-on-nicaragua-by-james-phillips-sept-24-2018/
https://www.counterpunch.org/2018/06/15/open-letter-to-amnesty-international-on-nicaragua-from-a-former-amnesty-international-prisoner-of-conscience/
https://peacehouse.net/complicating-the-narrative-on-nicaragua-by-james-phillips-sept-24-2018/
https://www.investigaction.net/en/nicaragua-terrorism-as-an-art-of-demonstrating/
https://www.facebook.com/alfredo.pavon.925/videos/pcb.843581209161650/843579985828439/?type=3&theater
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cz6kJ-tRNJI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PBCy9rukNYk&t=64s
https://afgj.org/nicanotes-july-18-2018-correcting-the-record-what-is-really-happening-in-nicaragua
http://www.camiloemejia.com/?p=195
https://www.facebook.com/noramccurdy08/videos/10212894511137320/
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The second source was a press conference published by the conservative daily 
La Prensa, in which a hospital chief of surgery denied claims that he had been fired, 
or that hospital officials had refused care to protesters at the beginning of the 
ÃÏÎÆÌÉÃÔȢ Ȱ) ÒÅÐÅÁÔȟȱ ÈÅ ÓÁÉÄȟ ȰÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÉÅÆ ÏÆ ÓÕÒÇÅÒÙȟ ) ÒÅÐÅÁÔ ɍÔÈÅɎ ÏÒÄÅÒȡ ÔÏ ÔÁËÅ ÃÁÒÅ 
of, I will be clear, to take care of the entire population that comes here, without 
ÉÎÖÅÓÔÉÇÁÔÉÎÇ ÁÎÙÔÈÉÎÇ ÁÔ ÁÌÌȢȱ  

Alleged politi cal prisoners:  The Nicaraguan government was also accused of holding 
and torturing, as political prisoners, as many as 1,000 people who had done nothing more 
than to speak out peacefully against the government or to participate in peaceful 
demonstrations (see, for example, this piece in Havana Times.) 

To begin, the number of prisoners was exaggerated. In December 2018 the CVJP 
confirmed the presence of 438 persons in the country's main prisons following the violent 
events of 2018. New visits in January 2019 confirmed that 76 people had been found not 
guilty, leaving a total of 362 inmates (page 15). This result also shows that the Nicaraguan 
ÊÕÄÉÃÉÁÌ ÓÙÓÔÅÍ ×ÁÓ ×ÏÒËÉÎÇȟ ÇÉÖÅÎ ÔÈÁÔ Á ÎÏÔÁÂÌÅ ÐÅÒÃÅÎÔÁÇÅ ÏÆ ÃÁÓÅÓ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅÄ Á ȰÎÏÔ ÇÕÉÌÔÙȱ 
verdict. 

There was also evidence of good treatment for the prisoners. For example, the CVJP 
report provided details on access to communications and relationships with family 
members, medical care, and other services provided, such as cultural and sports activities. 
"Among the detainees, none showed evidence of bodily injury and none said that they had 
been subjected to torture, cruel or inhumane treatment." Neither did the CVJP find evidence 
of disappeared persons, often alleged by opposition activists. Human rights organizations 
also admitted there are no reports of missing people in Nicaragua.  

Most importantly, those remaining in custody at that point could not reasonably be 
ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ȰÐÏÌÉÔÉÃÁÌ ÐÒÉÓÏÎÅÒÓȢȱ  4ÈÅÙ ÈÁÄ ÂÅÅÎ ÃÏÎÖÉÃÔÅÄ ÏÆȟ ÏÒ ×ÅÒÅ ÓÔÉÌÌ ÆÁÃÉÎÇ charges for, 
serious crimes like murder, rape, kidnapping, or other violent acts such as those described 
above.   

The prison system kept and provided records about various aspects of their care while 
ÉÎ ÃÕÓÔÏÄÙȢ  !Î ÅØÁÍÐÌÅ ÔÁËÅÎ ÆÒÏÍ ÁÍÏÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔȭÓ ÌÉÓÔ ÏÆ ÃÏÎÖÉÃÔÅÄ ÐÒÉÓÏÎÅÒÓ 
(from November 5, 2018) was the following: 

Wilfredo Antonio Orozco Urbina  33 years old, [DOB, government ID and address 
listed, but omitted here], from Tipitapa, located in the Tipitapa Penitentiary, sentenced to 
15 years for terrorism at the order of the 7th District Panel of Judges of Managua, captured 
July 1, 2018, entered prison July 5, to complete his sentence July 3, 2033. 

As of November 5, 2018, he had received: 

¶ 6 family visits 

¶ 1 attention by a doctor 

¶ 11 activities in the sun 

¶ 4 packages [from family or friends] 

¶ 2 judicial reviews  

In addition, on February 27 2019 the government began to release, for house arrest 
instead of prison, over 100 selected prisoners from the penitentiary system of Tipitapa at 

https://www.counterpunch.org/2018/06/15/open-letter-to-amnesty-international-on-nicaragua-from-a-former-amnesty-international-prisoner-of-conscience/
https://havanatimes.org/?p=144521
https://www.cvjp.org.ni/uploads/documentos/20190205111744901.pdf?fbclid=IwAR1CljU2JkqHm9KSIo8CSl0GhLY3Imf5K5Z1DJcZLykcmC_8PBgS466_JT87GH23PJueGhn
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g1Uw79OZdSY
http://www.tortillaconsal.com/tortilla/node/4394
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La Modelo and La Esperanza. ɉȰ'ÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔ 'ÉÖÅÓ House for Prison  to More Than One 
(ÕÎÄÒÅÄ 0ÒÉÓÏÎÅÒÓȱ  ) This arrangement came immediately following an economic 
negotiation between the government and opposition business leaders. The daily newspaper 
El Nuevo Diario (2/27/2019) presented several videos of released young people from León 
being greeted by their relatives.  

Plans for releasing more prisoners continued thereafter.  In a generous attempt at 
peace and reconciliation in the country, on March 21, 2019, the government agreed to 
release within 90 days all those detained since the crisis began in April 2018.  The process 
was monitored by the International Red Cross.  As of this writing, all such prisoners have 
been released via a conditional amnesty, Amnesty Law 996 approved by the Nicaraguan 
National Assembly on June 8, 2019.  Each released prisoner had to sign a document 
promising not to repeat their crimes or their liberty would be revoked. 

Alleged flight to Costa Rica to escape government violence : There have been claims 
that thousands of Nicaraguans fled to Costa Rica in terror of the Nicaraguan government 
and have asked for political asylum there. (See, for example, this piece in The Guardian.) In 
fact, however, numerous Nicaraguans have always gone to and from Costa Rica to find work 
and send money home to their families; unemployment caused by the political crisis was 
another reason for emigration to a neighboring country. Many Nicaraguans who did not 
actually flee violence, including some who were already living in Costa Rica, have now 
taken advantage of the Costa Rican asylum process in order to get economic help and legal 
status from that government.  Also, no doubt some Nicaraguans who allegedly committed 
violent crimes during the crisis did flee to Costa Rica to escape punishment. The Nicaraguan 
government has announced that all those who left the country are free to return. 

MYTH #4: Daniel Ortega is a dictator.  

&!#4 Πτȡ 4ÈÅ .ÉÃÁÒÁÇÕÁÎ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔ ÉÓ ÏÂÓÅÒÖÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙȭÓ ÃÏÎÓÔÉÔÕÔÉÏÎ 
and laws. 
Ȱ/ÒÔÅÇÁ Ù 3ÏÍÏÚÁȟ ÓÏÎ ÌÁ ÍÉÓÍÁ ÃÏÓÁȢȱ ɉȰ/ÒÔÅÇÁ ÁÎÄ 3ÏÍÏÚÁȟ ÔÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ÏÎÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 

ÓÁÍÅȢȱɊȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÁÎ ÏÆÔÅÎ-ÈÅÁÒÄ ÃÌÁÉÍ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÏÐÐÏÓÉÔÉÏÎ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÃÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÂÅ ÆÕÒÔÈÅÒ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ 
truth. Anyone who lived through the Nicaragua of the 1970s in Matagalpa, or Estelí, or 
Masaya, or many other parts of the country, can relate their memories of horror that the 
dictator Anastasio Somoza was repeatedly bombing people in his own country in an 
attempt to retain power. 

Moving on from this hyperbolic claim, however, let us consider whether there is 
evidence that Daniel Ortega and his administration are being dictatorial in some lesser 
sense. This is a claim made by the opposition, which also asserts that a large majority of 
Nicaraguans want him to resign from office (see, for example, IPI Global Observatory.) 

Ortega alleged to be ineligible to run in 2016:  Some claim that Ortega was 
ÃÏÎÓÔÉÔÕÔÉÏÎÁÌÌÙ ÉÎÅÌÉÇÉÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÒÕÎ ÆÏÒ Á ÔÈÉÒÄ ÔÅÒÍȟ ÂÕÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÉÓ ȰÓÔÁÃËÅÄȱ 3ÕÐÒÅÍÅ #ÏÕÒÔ 
allowed him to run. (See, for example, claims in The Washington Post.) This refers to the 
fact that the Supreme Court upheld the appeal of President Ortega and 104 mayors that 
they had the constitutional right to elect, to be elected, and to be re-elected as citizens of the 
Republic. Similar appeals, it should be mentioned, occurred and were upheld by the 

https://afgj.org/nicanotes-carlos-fernando-chamorro-and-confidencial
https://afgj.org/nicanotes-carlos-fernando-chamorro-and-confidencial
https://afgj.org/nicanotes-carlos-fernando-chamorro-and-confidencial
https://afgj.org/nicanotes-carlos-fernando-chamorro-and-confidencial
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-47648088
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/jul/29/nicaragua-refugees-costa-rica-daniel-ortega-violence
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/09/22/world/americas/nicaragua-migrants-costa-rica.html
https://theglobalobservatory.org/2018/08/nicaragua-uprising-from-dictatorship-to-revolution-to-dictatorship/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2016/11/05/nicaraguas-daniel-ortega-headed-for-third-consecutive-term-amid-questions-about-democracy/?utm_term=.eb271cedca2b
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Supreme Courts of Costa Rica and Colombia in support of their respective presidents, Arias 
and Uribe.  

Also of note is that in Honduras, after President Manuel Zelaya was overthrown in 
2009, allegedly for proposing the elimination of term limits for future presidents, a 
subsequent President Hernandez did not even request a Supreme Court ruling. The 
Nicaraguan opposition and the US State Department did not question the results in either 
Costa Rica or Honduras.  

/ÒÔÅÇÁȭÓ ÅÌÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÁÌÌÅÇÅÄ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÆÒÁÕÄÕÌÅÎÔȡ Another opposition claim was that 
OrtegÁȭÓ ςπρφ ÅÌÅÃÔÉÏÎ ×ÁÓ ÆÒÁÕÄÕÌÅÎÔ ɉÓÅÅȟ ÆÏÒ ÅØÁÍÐÌÅȟ ÔÈÉÓ BBC article.) Recognized 
public polls by M&R Consultores before the election, however, showed that Ortega and 
Murillo enjoyed the support of 66.3% of voters; and in fact they won the election by a 
higher margin than that. Also, as mentioned by Chuck Kaufman, in 2006 Ortega;  

Ȱȣ×ÏÎ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÓÌÉÍÍÅÓÔ ÐÌÕÒÁÌÉÔÙ ÏÆ σψϷ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ Á ÄÉÖÉÄÅÄ ÏÐÐÏÓÉÔÉÏÎȢ (Å 
won re-election in 2011 with 63% of the vote, and in 2016 by 72.5%. The 
Organization of American States officially accompanied the vote. They made 
recommendations for some electoral reforms which the government agreed 
to, but said that the outcome reflected the legitimate will of the people. 
$ÉÃÔÁÔÏÒÓ ÄÏÎȭÔ ×ÉÎ ÆÁÉÒ ÅÌÅÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÂÙ ÇÒÏ×ÉÎÇ ÍÁÒÇÉÎÓȢȱ 

S. Brian Willson was an international election observer for the 2016 Nicaraguan 
presidential elections. He pointed out that within the total population of six million, 70% or 
4.2 million were registered to vote. Of those registered, 60%, or 2.5 million, actually voted. 
Among the nine parties with presidential candidates, FSLN candidates Ortega and Murillo 
won over 72% of all votes, or 1.8 million. In other words, the Sandinistas won 43% of all 
registered voters, including those registered who did not cast their vote. 

Other parties alleged to be excluded from the electoral process:  Opposition claims 
were greatly exaggerated that other parties were excluded from the electoral process. 
There were reported to be nine presidential candidates on the 2016 ballot. Of course, the 
opposition was actually referring to exclusion of the Movimiento Renovador Sandinista 
(MRS) and of a coalition led by Eduardo Montealegre of the Independent Liberal Party 
(PLI). The opposition failed to acknowledge that the MRS lost its legal status as a political 
party because its leaders had been unable to get more than 1.3 percent of the popular vote, 
not enough to qualify them to run in elections.  

Similarly, Montealegre was removed as PLI leader in a Supreme Court ruling, in favor of 
a rival who had filed a lawsuit; and he chose not to reassemble the coalition under a new 
banner, instead claiming that the forthcoming elections were illegitimate. Even before the 
court ruling, however, the last poll indicated that less than six percent of respondents had 
planned to vote for the PLI coalition, reported by Christine Wade ÔÏ ÂÅ ȰɍÂɎÏÇÇÅÄ ÄÏ×Î ÂÙ 
factionalism, beset by corruption and an absence of compelling leadership, and bereft of 
ÐÏÌÉÃÙ ÐÌÁÔÆÏÒÍÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÖÏÔÅÒ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔȣȢȱ 

Ortega and Murillo alleged to be corrupt  (see, for example, InSight Crime.): 

Claims of Ortega-Murillo corruption are, at the very least, highly problematic. Chuck 
Kaufman ÏÆ !ÌÌÉÁÎÃÅ ÆÏÒ 'ÌÏÂÁÌ *ÕÓÔÉÃÅ ÐÏÉÎÔÓ ÏÕÔ ÉÎ Ȱ4ÈÅ #ÁÓÅ !ÇÁÉÎÓÔ /ÒÔÅÇÁȡȱ 

https://afgj.org/the-case-against-daniel-ortega
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-37903647
https://afgj.org/nicanotes15
https://afgj.org/the-case-against-daniel-ortega
https://www.counterpunch.org/2016/11/25/the-2016-presidential-elections-a-report-from-nicaragua/
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/11/05/opinion/in-nicaragua-a-blatantly-rigged-election.html
https://www.counterpunch.org/2016/11/25/the-2016-presidential-elections-a-report-from-nicaragua/
http://www.camiloemejia.com/?p=195
https://www.worldpoliticsreview.com/articles/19318/nicaragua-s-politics-are-about-more-than-just-ortega-despite-his-hold-on-power
https://www.insightcrime.org/news/analysis/will-ortega-grip-on-nicaragua-politics-lead-to-more-corruption/
https://afgj.org/the-case-against-daniel-ortega
https://afgj.org/the-case-against-daniel-ortega
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Ȱ4ÈÅÙ ÕÓÅÄ ÔÏ ÓÁÙ ÔÈÁÔ &ÉÄÅÌ #ÁÓÔÒÏ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÃÈÅÓÔ ÍÁÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȩ 
4ÈÅÙ ÍÁÄÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÃÌÁÉÍ ÂÙ ÁÓÓÉÇÎÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÖÁÌÕÅ ÏÆ ÁÌÌ #ÕÂÁȭÓ ÓÔÁÔÅ-owned 
ÐÒÏÐÅÒÔÙ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÓÏÕÒÃÅÓ ÁÓ &ÉÄÅÌȭÓ ÐÅÒÓÏÎÁÌ ×ÅÁÌÔÈȢ 7ÅÌÌ ÔÈÁÔȭÓ ÈÏ× ÔÈÅÙ ÃÏÍÅ 
up with the claim that Daniel is enriching his family while in office. I realized 
how this argument was being spun in 2008 when the Sandinista Renovation 
Movement leadership attempted to convince a delegation I was leading that 
the Ortega government has spent zero cordobas on poverty alleviation. They 
defended that insultingly obvious lie by assigning all of the Venezuela oil aid, 
which was providing the funds for Zero Hunger, Zero Usury, school lunches, 
ÐÅÁÓÁÎÔ ÁÇÒÉÃÕÌÔÕÒÅ ÁÎÄ ÓÍÁÌÌ ÂÕÓÉÎÅÓÓ ÌÏÁÎÓȟ ÔÏ /ÒÔÅÇÁȭÓ ÐÅÒÓÏÎÁÌ ÂÁÌÁÎÃÅ 
sheet! 

Ȱ4ÈÅ 7ÏÒÌÄ "ÁÎËȟ ÔÈÅ )-&ȟ ÔÈÅ %5 ÃÏÕÎÔÒÉÅÓ ÈÁÖÅ ÁÌÌ ÓÉÎÇÌÅÄ ÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ 
government of Nicaragua for its effective use of international loans and 
grants. That means the loans and grants were spent for the purposes they 
were given, not siphoned off into the pockets of Ortega and his supporters 
ÌÉËÅ ÈÁÐÐÅÎÓ ÉÎ ÓÏ ÍÁÎÙ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÉÅÓȢ 9ÏÕ ÃÁÎȭÔ ÆÕÌÆÉÌÌ ÔÈÅ 5. -ÉÌÌÅÎÎÉÕÍ 'ÏÁÌÓ 
ÔÏ ÃÕÔ ÐÏÖÅÒÔÙ ÉÎ ÈÁÌÆȟ ÙÏÕ ÃÁÎȭÔ ÇÒow the economy by 5% a year without 
significantly increasing income disparities if you are pocketing international 
ÁÉÄȟ ÁÎÄ ÙÏÕ ÃÁÎȭÔ ÇÒÏ× ÔÏÕÒÉÓÍ ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ ÄÉÓÐÌÁÃÉÎÇ ÓÍÁÌÌ ÁÎÄ ÍÅÄÉÕÍ 
businesses, not to mention residents, if you are pocketing international ÁÉÄȢȱ 

Media alleged to be government -controlled:  Claims are made that all major media in 
Nicaragua are controlled by the government, which works to quash opposition media. (See, 
for example, NPR and BoingBoing.) Such claims, however, are quickly put to rest by anyone 
who experiences the multiplicity of media sources of all political stripes in Nicaragua ɀ 
many of which are very critical of the government with no apparent retribution. La Prensa, 
Havana Times and 100 Noticias are just three such examples. This issue is dealt with in 
ÄÅÔÁÉÌ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÁÐÔÅÒ ÅÎÔÉÔÌÅÄ Ȱ.ÉÃÁÒÁÇÕÁȭÓ #ÒÉÓÉÓȡ 4ÈÅ 3ÔÒÕÇÇÌÅ ÆÏÒ "ÁÌÁÎÃÅÄ -ÅÄÉÁ 
#ÏÖÅÒÁÇÅȢȱ 

Alleged human rights violations:  Also according to opposition groups, the FSLN 
government is routinely violating the human rights of the Nicaraguan people, as attested to 
by national and international human rights organizations (e.g. Human Rights Watch, 
Amnesty International). Again, like other claims, this is open to serious challenge. In the 
ÃÈÁÐÔÅÒ ÅÎÔÉÔÌÅÄ Ȱ(ÕÍÁÎ 2ÉÇÈÔÓ ÉÎ .ÉÃÁÒÁÇÕÁȱ ÙÏÕ ÃÁÎ ÒÅÁÄ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÕÔÈ ÁÂÏÕÔ .ÉÃÁÒÁÇÕÁȭÓ 
human rights and also read extensive extracts from the report Ȱ$ÉÓÍÉÓÓÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 4ÒÕÔÈȟȱ 
×ÈÉÃÈ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÄÓ ÔÏ !ÍÎÅÓÔÙ )ÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌȭÓ ÆÁÌÓÅ ÃÌÁÉÍÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ .ÉÃÁÒÁÇÕÁ ÃÒÉÓÉÓȢ  

Just one example is provided here, to give a sense of how poorly the human rights 
organizations performed. The independent investigators of the Inter-American Commission 
for Human Rights (IACHR) had not even begun their work in Nicaragua when the IACHR 
presented what they called a final report to the Permanent Council of the Organization of 
American States (OAS). Moreover, the information used by the IACHR to produce that 
report went through at least two stages of what was little more than a rumor mill: IACHR 
reporting  relied on accounts by opposition human rights NGOs which themselves depended 
on opposition news media. IACHR did no independent investigation of the evidence, and it 

https://www.npr.org/2018/08/30/642976177/nicaraguas-embattled-government-tries-to-silence-independent-media
https://boingboing.net/2018/12/17/nicaragua-moves-to-silence-ind.html
https://www.hrw.org/americas/nicaragua
https://www.amnesty.org/en/countries/americas/nicaragua/
https://afgj.org/dismissing-the-truth-why-amnesty-international-is-wrong-about-nicaragua
http://tortillaconsal.com/tortilla/node/3847
https://grayzoneproject.com/2018/07/30/how-washington-and-soft-power-ngos-manipulated-nicaraguas-death-toll-to-drive-regime-change-and-sanctions/
https://grayzoneproject.com/2018/07/30/how-washington-and-soft-power-ngos-manipulated-nicaraguas-death-toll-to-drive-regime-change-and-sanctions/
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also rejected any information supplied by the Nicaraguan authorities and the National 
!ÓÓÅÍÂÌÙȭÓ ÉÎÄÅÐÅÎÄÅÎÔ 4ÒÕÔÈ #ÏÍmission (CVJP). 

The opposition failed to offer a genuine alternative:  The opposition used these 
ÃÌÁÉÍÓ ÏÆ ȰÄÉÃÔÁÔÏÒÓÈÉÐȱ ÔÏ ÄÅÍÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÓÉÇÎÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÆ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ /ÒÔÅÇÁ ÁÎÄ 6ÉÃÅ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ 
Murillo. The claims, however, had little foundation. As Camilo Mejia points out, the 
ÏÐÐÏÓÉÔÉÏÎ ÐÏÒÔÒÁÙÓ ÉÔÓÅÌÆ ÁÓ ȰÁ ÓÔÒÏÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÕÎÉÆÉÅÄ ÍÏÖÅÍÅÎÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÒÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÓ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÎÔÉÍÅÎÔ 
ÁÎÄ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ .ÉÃÁÒÁÇÕÁÎ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ Á ÒÅÐÒÅÓÓÉÖÅ ÄÉÃÔÁÔÏÒÓÈÉÐȢȱ )Î ÒÅÁÌÉÔÙ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÆÁÒ 
from a cohesive movement. Beyond its unified demand for the president to step down, 
there were serious differences, which meant they were unable to issue a united call for 
policy changes or to present any program which might have widespread appeal. 

Differences existed between pro-choice civil society organizations and the pro-life and 
homophobic Catholic Church. There was disagreement as well between student groups, 
who openly advocated a prolonged general strike, and wealthy business groups, who would 
have lost revenue from such a strike.  

Most importantly, the opposition was sharply divided in its broad politics. There were 
those who considered themselves leftists, even Sandinistas, who argued that the 
government had moved away from revolutionary principles. At the other extreme were 
those who sought support from the US government, even meeting with three of the most 
right -wing members of the US Congress (Ros-Lehtinen, Rubio and Cruz). This latter faction 
expressed support for the Nica Act, a measure with damaging economic consequences for 
their own country. Ros-Lehtinen had allegedly even been involved in talks in Honduras to 
ÒÅÖÉÖÅ ȰÔÈÅ #ÏÎÔÒÁÓȱ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÄ ÆÏÕÇÈÔ ÔÈÅ 3ÁÎÄÉÎÉÓÔÁ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ρωψπÓȢ 3ÏÍÅ 
opposition students also traveled to El Salvador and met with leaders of the right-wing 
ARENA party, which has such a murderous history in that country.  

A leading opposition party even circulated what was said to be a call for Á ȰÆÉÎÁÌ 
offensiveȱ ÏÎ *ÕÎÅ ρȟ ×ÉÔÈ ÐÌÁÎÓ ÔÏ ÓÅÔ ÕÐ Á ȰÐÁÔÒÉÏÔÉÃ ÊÕÎÔÁȱ ÁÎÄ Á ÐÒÏÖÉÓÉÏÎÁÌ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅnt. 
They did not address the question of who would choose this junta and how this would 
ÐÒÏÍÏÔÅ ȰÄÅÍÏÃÒÁÃÙȢȱ  

Closing comments  

A minority alliance in the country should not be able to impose its will by force, when it 
cannot even put together a coherent platform and has repeatedly failed at the election polls. 
Neither should it appeal to the United States for assistance in overthrowing its own 
ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔȢ )Î ÓÈÏÒÔȟ ÄÏÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÅÆÆÏÒÔ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÏÐÐÏÓÉÔÉÏÎ ÓÏÕÎÄ ÌÉËÅ ȰÄÅÍÏÃÒÁÃÙȱ ÐÒÏÍÏÔÉÏÎȩ 
/Ò ÓÉÍÐÌÙ ÕÓÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÄ ȰÄÅÍÏÃÒÁÃÙȱ ÔÏ ÐÒÏÍÏÔÅ ÉÔÓ Ï×Î ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅÓȩ  

It's unlikely, however, that the traditional Nicaraguan ruling class - now in the 
opposition - would have been emboldened to try their luck with the April 2018 
insurrection, if they had not had the encouragement, the open political support, and the 
vast resources of the US and its large and powerful imperial system.  This system includes 
the mainstream and social media, as well as the OAS, EU, and international financial 
institutions like the IMF. 

http://www.camiloemejia.com/?p=195
https://elfaro.net/es/201806/centroamerica/22015/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/1918
http://www.resumenlatinoamericano.org/2017/07/19/ros-lehtinen-intenta-crear-un-nuevo-grupo-de-contras-en-nicaragua/
https://popularresistance.org/correcting-the-record-what-is-really-happening-in-nicaragua/
https://popularresistance.org/correcting-the-record-what-is-really-happening-in-nicaragua/
https://es.scribd.com/document/392546632/Llamamiento-a-Ofensiva-Final-Definitivo
https://es.scribd.com/document/392546632/Llamamiento-a-Ofensiva-Final-Definitivo
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The future of Nicaragua should rest with Nicaraguans, not with foreign governments or 
even with internationals who love the country. And if the majority of the Nicaraguan people 
ÈÁÄ ×ÁÎÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÏÕÓÔ Á ȰÄÉÃÔÁÔÏÒÓÈÉÐȱ Á ÙÅÁÒ ÁÇÏȟ nothing could have stopped them. After all, 
they did it 40 years ago.  
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